Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

on Thursday 8th March 2007

Present:

Cllr Chris Pack (Chair)





32 members of the public including Parish Councillors





Mr Julian Owen (Consultant Market Town Health Check)

Mr Andrew Waite & Mr Paul Pinkney (Cherwell District         

                                                                               Council)


Apologies:

Apologies for absence received from Cllrs Devena Rae and John Stansby.


Introduction:

Cllr Chris Pack as Chair of the Parish Council introduced the meeting and welcomed those who were in attendance.  He apologised for the ad hoc distribution of the Spring Report and explained that the means of delivery over the previous two years had failed.  In the end, delivery had been via the Oxford Star.  It seemed that the Council could no longer rely on volunteer delivery.
It was a double apology in that a Health Check questionnaire had been intended to be despatched with the report but delays had meant that it had had to be distributed by the Star separately and should now be with the public now.

He explained that the last year had been extremely busy and there were a number of achievements of which the Parish Council was proud.  He had detailed many of these in the Spring Report and didn’t wish to go through those items and was asking Committee Chairs as there was such a heavy agenda to do the same.

One of the most significant items of the last year which was still ongoing was that of the Health Check.  This was looking at the Economy, Community Elements, Environment and Transport of the Village and to establish the type of community that existed and was wanted for the future.

It was important to gain the views of everyone in Kidlington.  The process had been ably lead by Julian Owen as the Consultant and he would be speaking to the meeting at a later stage.  There had been a lot of interest and it was important to highlight the village centre and Kidlington as a whole.  Many of the issues had been known to the Kidlington Centre Management Board but not all of them.

Some projects were already underway, mainly the Watts Way Closure and new street furniture but also during the past year there had been the success of the two continental markets which had been well supported in May and at Christmas.  Many had asked for them to be repeated and Cllr Pack stated that there would be another Continental Market on May 12th.   He added that many residents had said how nice it was to be able to walk through High Street with no cars and that this was the sort of centre that they would like.  Was this a project for the future?
The other development over the past year were the new shops in the Hampden building.  It had been a coup to get M & Co, which was popular with the ladies, and Cllr Pack thought it was a shame that there was no provision for men as in the Witney branch.

There was also House Of Cards and Superdrug etc. The shops were attractive in layout and were of good quality.
There were other things about the centre which had not been so pleasing.

This was signified by the Health Check and the identity of the village centre as to whether it was performing.  The question was whether there was underperformance for a population of the size of Kidlington and Gosford and this was being pursued through the Health Check Questionnaire.
It was also important to identify what kind of centre was wanted.  Consideration about the library and the chemist which were somehow off centre, and of course what about Exeter Hall – was this too far away?

The Parish Council was exploring the possibility of opening up the Exeter Hall complex to the centre.  

In addition there needed to be consideration of the wider identity of Kidlington and how it sat with Oxford and/or Banbury as well as its relationship with Bicester.  It was on a major county route and surrounded by Green Belt. There was a major need to consider where Kidlington would sit in the future.

The Health Check would hopefully identify the importance of these issues to the community.  Cllr Pack stated that as Chairman he felt fortunate to have an excellent staff and an excellent team of Councillors who in spite of their political differences worked well together.  There was less interest in politics than in serving the Kidlington Community.


Declaration of Interest:

None.

1. Minutes:
The Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on Thursday March 9th 2006 were agreed and signed as a true record.  

2. Accounts for the Year ended 31st march 2006

The Financial Summary for the Parish Council accounts April 1st 2005 – March 31st 2006 were received.  

3. Finances for the Current Year

The Chair reported difficulties in that the Chair of the Finance Committee (Cllr Rae) had gone home unwell.  Other Councillors may be able to answer questions, but none were received. 
4. Charities

a) Roger Almond Charity – as at December 31st 2006 standing at £123.48
b) Frank Wise memorial Fund – as at December 31st 2006 standing at £71.19

5. Annual Report of Council

The Chair introduced Committee Chairs:-

a) Environmental and Amenities

Cllr Betts, as Chair of the Environmental and Amenities Committee, highlighted the key issues of the work of the Committee during the past year.  He reported that the project remits of the Committee were not fixed to one calendar year.
He was able to report that the ground maintenance contract which had been subject to discussion at the last meeting was now up and running and was working well and had been substantially responsible for the success of the Kidlington In Bloom initiative in 2006.

The new playground at Ron Groves Park which had been the subject of a presentation at the previous meeting was now completed and well used.  The plans for refurbishment of the Exeter Close Pavilion were progressing and the Canal bridge project was now complete.  Cllr Moss was particular thanked for work done on this project.

The search for a new burial ground was a matter that had been on the agenda for the previous three years and was now inching towards purchase.  A few year of burial space was left in the current burial ground.  Cllr Betts also reported that the area in the far corner of the existing burial ground was to be made into a new garden of remembrance for interment during the coming year.

The paved area at the Broadway was to be revamped and this was an item on the agenda.

Finally, Cllr Betts reported that the premium bus scheme was now complete.  This was not a Parish Council initiative but the Parish Council had been involved in the work to achieve the end  project.

b) Policy and Finance Committees

In the absence of the Chair of Policy and Finance, (Cllr Rae), Cllr Chris Pack reported that one of the key issues under discussion by the policy Committee was that of Youth provision which was an issue emerging through the Health Check process.

He had recently attended a meeting of the Churches Together who were equally concerned over this issue.

The Parish Council had received some success in securing money through the “Chill Out” Fund from Oxfordshire County Council with the support of Cherwell District Council to fund two outreach workers for Fridays.  One of these had now been appointed and it was hopeful that the second would be appointed in the near future following a third advertisement.

c) Village Entertainments

Cllr Chris Pack also reported that this had been a very good year for village entertainments apart from the Gala Day which had started out well.  There were more stalls than ever but then there had been the biggest downpour in Kidlington that he could remember for some time! 
However, the fireworks and the Christmas Lights events had both been well attended and successful.
The Red Cross had organised the 2006 New Year’s Eve Dance which had also been successful.

d) Planning

Cllr Atsoparthis reported that this was her first year as Chairman and she had been well supported by the Administrative Assistant Margaret Warland.  The good local knowledge of the Committee members was a great help to her.

Affordable housing was a big issue for the Council and it was keeping a close eye on local developments including the University of Oxford and also the impact that was likely on the Green Belt.  

The Committee was process led and welcomed the views of local residents to assist it in its commenting on applications received.

e) Exeter Hall

Cllr Garlick hoped that all those attending came regularly through the doors of Exeter Hall at some time during each year.  There was a lot going on in the hall which was a lovely venue and she hoped that they would pass on word of its benefits.

The New Year’s Eve Dance had been charity run by the Red Cross. They had raised  £2, 500 for which they were very pleased.

Health and Safety issues were on going and the Management Committee had recently agreed a Customer Care Charter for the hall.  There had been a periodic electrical inspection and some minor repairs made.

During the course of the year, the committee had purchased a data projector which helped towards completing the service for those using the facility.  It was looking to purchase a rolling digital display to let people know what was going on in the hall and what future events were to be held.

Mr Jim Holland asked the Chair about access for the disabled and Cllr Garlick explained that a lift had been installed and had later been removed as unsuitable.
It was noted that there was no alternative solution but there was resolution on the table of the Management Committee that as soon as new initiatives for disabled access were brought in, they would be investigated.

f) Stratfield Brake 
Cllr Moss explained that there had been a water theme relating to Stratfield Brake during the past year, both inside when the building had been badly flooded by a blown pipe and outside following the heavy rain during the winter which had made life very difficult for sports.

In the future it would be important to consider how to tackle drainage issues on the pitches.  It was a low lying clay base at Stratfield Brake and required major investment if the pitches were to escape water logging when heavy rains reoccurred.
The Management Committee was hoping that there would be contribution from the Football Development Plan but there was also a need to look at other sources of funding.

This was Cllr Moss’ last year.  He had been Chair of Stratfield Brake for 6 years and thought that he had achieved stability.  The Management Committee and facility were working well but things could go better.

There was a need to have more investment by a future Parish Council and to work out how management of the facility was to be done.  This could be by out-sourcing or through the Parish Council but he felt that it was important that there was a big lift to the Stratfield Brake facility in the future.

The Chair took the opportunity to thank Cllr Moss for his hard work; he had been “Mr Stratfield Brake”.

When the facility had first been opened there had been much scepticism but the Chair was confident that it had filled its potential and he asked that it be noted that much of this was due to the drive and commitment of Cllr Moss.

g) Kidlington In Bloom

Cllr Ruiz had been involved with Kidlington in Bloom projects for the past ten years which was the same period as the contract to date of the current Clerk.  She noted that the project had grown over that period and was now part of the Kidlington scene.

However, In Bloom was now moving towards environmental themes.  Stratfield Brake had wonderful walks and the range of birds on site was unique.  In addition there was the St. Mary’s Fields and organised walks.  For those who had difficulties sleeping, in May there was a 4am walk led by John Brucker listening to the bird calls. 

The launch day for the In Bloom this year was to coincide with the Continental Market on 12th May and the sub committee would be promoting various categories for the local Kidlington competition.

The planting theme around the village for the forthcoming season was red, yellow, and orange.

Cllr Ruiz reported that this was her last year working on the Committee and it had been a wonderful time.  She thanked the Clerk and those working on the In Bloom initiative and this involved the District and sometimes County Council officials and also thanked the Gardening Society that made many of the hanging baskets for the village.

The Chair, Cllr Pack, stated his shock in hearing that Cllr Ruiz was not intending to stay after the election and he wanted to thank her for her commitment to the Parish Council over a long period.

6. Watts Way Closure and Street Furniture

The Chair introduced Mr Andrew Waite and Mr Paul Pinkney both of Cherwell District Council to update the meeting on the progression of the Watts Way project and to consult over new street furniture.

Watts Way

Mr Waite explained that the project had been highlighted following an urban design analysis that had shown that there were key concerns relating to the pedestrian conflict over the enjoyment of the market.

It was important to create a focal point in the centre and to improve the area for the market plus a better access to the Kidlington Centre.  The intention was to create an urban space for people to enjoy.  A key component of this process was the redirection of traffic into the car park via Foresters Way by Tescos.  
The design of the new space had a central artistic feature and landscaping.

Mr Waite explained that plans were now well developed to the tender stage and it was hoped that the project would start at the end of May for a period of 18 weeks.

Work had been carried out with an artist, Rob Turner, who specialised in mosaic designs. An example of his agreed design for paving was on display.

Street Furniture

Mr Waite explained that a consultation had been taken in November 2005 on Watts Way options and a questionnaire had been passed out asking whether the street furniture should be contemporary or timeless.  67% of those who had responded wanted a change to the existing furniture and options were put for mixed steel and wood.

Mr Waite also showed photographs of the existing street furniture in High Street - made of oak - which was defective, rotting at the base and expensive to replace.  It had been thought that as the project for Watts Way with new street furniture was about to commence it was time to look at co-ordination of furniture and to replace that which existed in High Street.

The meeting was shown possible options to continue the Watts Way theme, though it was stressed that nothing had yet been decided.  One option (A) was for steel and wood and the other (B) was a more traditional design.  A simple questionnaire was handed round the meeting and those in attendance were asked to complete it. 
The Chairman invited questions and a number were received:

1.  Option A looked an exciting theme but would it be repairable bearing in mind that it had been reported that the existing furniture was difficult to repair?

Mr Pinkney explained that the example shown in A was an off the shelf product which could easily be replaced.  This was something that could not be done with the existing furniture and he added that it was not so much a question of vandalism, it was more that the existing wooden furniture was rotting away.  It was made of a porous material and stayed wet.

Also the intention was to revamp the area and freshen it up.

2.  Mr Ray Teasdale said that the reason that the existing furniture was rotting was due to lack of maintenance.  It was solid oak and should have lasted for much longer than ten to twelve years.  Mr Teasdale stressed that there was a need to be very careful with the installation of new and to not waste charge payers’ money. 

3.  Mr Charlie Gibbons was concerned that the furniture would be abused by youths who would sit on it in an incorrect way causing damage and felt that whatever was installed was important to have people monitoring the High Street.
4.  Mr Pinkney was asked what plans there were for the additional traffic by Tescos which it was suggested it might not be wide enough to take the additional flow.

Mr Pinkney explained that the issue of the space movement of traffic from the entrance into Watts Way had been looked at and consultants had been employed.
They had observed the traffic movements and said that the Foresters Way Road could take what was required.  He added that it was a balancing act and necessary in order to improve the aspect for users of the other side.  In answer to a question he explained that there would be a slight increase in the number of car parking spaces.

5.  It was suggested that retaining the toilets in the current position with the doors opening forward would let down the scheme. 
 The Chair responded that he had been trying all year to get the District Council to move the toilets.  He thought that their retention was a disgrace but had been told that to move them would cost £250, 000, though he found this hard to believe.  He had asked for various options to be taken into account, including moving the doors to the side of the building at least.  To date he had been totally unsuccessful.
6.  Recycling bins: it was established that the recycling bins would remain but would be put into another, better location.
7. Cycle parking: there would also remain provision for cycle parking.
(The meeting broke for refreshments at 8.35pm, reconvening at 8.50pm.)
7. Health Check

The Chair introduced Mr Julian Owen who was acting as a consultant for Kidlington on the production of a Health Check.
Mr Owen explained that he was not intending to impose his view, but was trying to get a feel for what was required for Kidlington.  He had been strongly supported by the Parish Council and explained that the Health Check principle had come from an initiative of the Countryside Agency which was encouraging an analysis of small market towns.

Working Groups had formulated ideas and had come up with a volume of facts.  Various copies of documents reporting on the deliberations of these groups had been produced and the groups had tried to tease out the strengths and weaknesses within the given areas. 

The public had been asked what was good about Kidlington.  It had been asked initially at the Gala before the weather deteriorated and then repeated in High Street in October. Good responses had been received, suggesting that Kidlington “worked” and the question had to be asked: why?
The questionnaire was to be used as a stimulus for problems that were being faced in the long and short term.  It was important to establish the future of the centre both environmentally and economically.  The future of the village centre was fast changing                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           .

Mr Owen felt that Kidlington was underperforming for the population size.

The shopping centre as the heart of the community was being looked at in relation to the size of the main road, and the environmental quality assessed due to a main road through the middle of the village.

There was a strong economic bias to the Health Check for good reasons.  There was money in the South East Region from the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA).  Other interesting aspects were that there was approximately 9, 000 working people living in Kidlington.  There were also 9, 000 people working in Kidlington but it was not the same group of people.
Another problem was that of Langford Lane which was not thought of as part of Kidlington and needed to be co-ordinated.  The Thames Valley Police complex was another employment area. 
Other issues for consideration were that of the leisure facilities which were important to a rounded community. Discussion had already taken place about youths and there was also the hard work of the group on transport to find out whether it was safe to walk and cycle in Kidlington. This had highlighted the adequacy of footpaths/cycle routes.

Mr Owen returned to the identity issue.  It had been impressed on him that Kidlington was a village with a community feel, but it had the size and function of a small town.  The question had to be asked as to whether being a village helped its case.  There was a big bad neighbour over its shoulder in the form of Oxford.  Did Kidlington need a status to preserve its identity?
Mr Owen had heard a  couple of Councillors earlier in the meeting stating that they were leaving the Parish Council and the residents would have to have a hard look at their local government. Mr Owen had worked with many parish and town councils and very few had a council as strong as that which existed in Kidlington.  He was fearful that this could change with loss of members.

The questionnaire was being distributed and it was important that as many views as possible came back.  The main question was the long term and short term importance of the village.  The other question was open ended; it referred to the kind of place that was required.

The Kidlington News was to insert copies of the questionnaire in their April edition so the deadline for responses was being extended to the end of April.

When the information had been gathered, it would be used to talk to the District Council and SEEDA about what was wanted.

To encourage people to fill in the questionnaires there was a prize draw.
The Chair thanked Mr Owen for his commitment.

8. Football Development Plan

Cllr Betts gave a brief explanation on the Football Development Plan and explained that a consultant had been commissioned. With the co-operation of Cherwell District Council, Kidlington Parish Council, Kidlington Recreation Trust and the Football Clubs, a plan was being developed to make maximum use of the facilities.  The plan was identifying improvements to the current facilities and the required funding which was available if a coherent plan was produced.
The proposals had been worked in some detail and Cllr Betts explained that there was a very high level of activity of football within Kidlington, particularly in the younger age groups.  It was important to meet the needs of these young people in sport and proposals had been drafted for each area.

Each site had a number of proposed works to suit their own circumstances.  It was hoped that additional parking could be provided and it was also reported that the Football Foundation was to be approached for funding with the Parish Council meeting the shortfall.  

The works were to be undertaken over a three year cycle so that activities on the areas could continue.

The meeting was advised that this would also improve the recreation areas for general use, and the environment around the sites particularly with regard to parking.  He was fairly confident that funding would be achieved.
It was also pointed out that a spin off of the plan was the improvement of the Pavilion at Exeter Close which was also attracting funding from another source.

It was stressed that this was a package for the whole village.

Questions were raised:

1. Orchard Recreation Ground - Parking

Cllr Betts was asked where the parking at the ground would be and why the money was not going to Stratfield Brake but spread thinly.
It was explained that Stratfield Brake did not have space for all the football needs of Kidlington.
Cllr Moss added that it was important for football to be at the heart of the community, particularly when it was dealing with young children.  It was a challenge to achieve the football aspirations without affecting residents.
Mr Nick Duval introduced himself as the Chairman of Kidlington Recreational Trust.  He thanked Kidlington Parish Council for the hard work that it was putting into the plan. 
However, the nature of the funding partnership with the Football Foundation was that it would not provide funding for car parking.  The Trust was very much aware that car parks on the sites were small and the plan would not go far enough to meet this shortfall.  Kidlington Recreational Trust would be supporting the project on a revenue basis which would erode much of its own funds and the parking situation would have to be assessed.  A resident from Oak Drive said that his boundary walls were close to the pitch and he felt there was no consideration for residents.
Mr Tim Butler introduced himself as the Chairman of Kidlington Youth Football Club playing at Orchard Rec. He wanted to reassure local residents that the club was aware of the problems and efforts were made to encourage managers to ensure sensible parking and this was something that was repeated many times to them.
On occasions there were many cars and in those circumstances requests were made to bring them onto the field to minimise disruption elsewhere.
Normally the number of cars that had to be accommodated on the field was twice that of the car park.  Provision of grass crete would be helpful.

The aim of the plan was to improve the facilities, not to reflect the existing demand.  It was not for additional pitches - other than at Stratfield Brake, and also small sided pitches at Park Hill which would take off the pressure at Orchard Rec.
2.  It was commented that if there was to be additional car parking and then grass crete this would be too much for Orchard Rec and Councillors were asked what was happening at other grounds.  

It was explained that the existing sites could not be abandoned in a search for new grounds with a replacement of the infrastructure.  This would be at a great cost and there would be no funding available.

3.  Drainage: 
In response to a question about drainage, Mr Butler explained that drain would be taken under the access road out to the road.

9. Broadway Design

Cllr Ruiz explained that the redesign of the Broadway had been handed as a project to the Kidlington In Bloom sub group and plans had been given to the public adjoining the site for their input.
The plans had been welcomed and the new layout would have new beds and pathways.

She explained that it was necessary because the existing paving stones were breaking up and were costing a lot of money in maintenance.  In their place a tarmac surface would be laid with colour added into it.

In addition the Committee was talking to the Traffic Advisory Committee about the introduction of a one way system.

The new bus stop at the Broadway was quite dangerous – two lines of traffic merging onto it – and a one way system would hopefully alleviate this.  It would also mean that parking could be increased by having vertical spaces centre front onto the green area.  Cllr Ruiz’ main worry was that increasing parking by the bus stop could result in a park and ride so there would be need for measures for restrictive parking.

She explained that work on the Broadway was to start in September/October 2007.

10. Resolutions/Questions

The Chair referred to written questions submitted to the meeting.

1/ Barbara Hutt

a /Can something be done about cars parked on grass verges along Oxford Road?
The grass verges are the responsibility of the County Council Highways department. Parking on the verge contravenes the Highways Act and also can be prevented through the Oxfordshire Act 1985.

However, there are often problems associated with enforcement because of the resources required.

It is possible to prevent parking by obstruction of the access onto the verge. Stones are not generally permitted because they create their own dangers, but the highways experience is that the best means of control is with short substantial posts.

The Highways reaction to expressed concern by the parish council is that the parish council can provide these posts if it wishes.

However, the Parish Council has recently declined to take on this as it would not only be costly but there is no mechanism within the parish council resources to enforce this throughout the village.

If the Parish Council was to take action on an identified stretch it could escalate throughout Kidlington. There is a lot of verge within the village and there are problems experienced in many areas. It would be a major responsibility that the Parish Council does not feel that at present it could cope with.

b/ When cars are parked on the road for sale, it can cause an accident.

The Parish Council does get involved where it is brought to its notice that cars are being advertised for sale. This is an offence under the new clean neighbourhoods act – but only where they are more than one parked within a short space of each other.

Actually Cherwell DC is very good about this and treats cars for sale – particularly when the suspicion is that it is being done as a business - as illegal advertising and the planning enforcement officer is very good at contacting the owners.

c/ Please can we have the gate locked into the field in Crown Road as the Audi garage has started parking cars in there.

The Council agreed to locking the gate because there were complaints that youngsters were driving round the car park and generally making a nuisance of themselves.

A number of groups have to have access to the car park – there are two football clubs using the site and other use of the pavilion plus Dave and Ray need access to the workshop.

Inevitably – because of the involvement of so many individuals - the lock goes missing on a regular basis and we keep running out of supply. Yet another new one has now been purchased and put on the gate.

2/ Louise Simmons

a/ Cars entering High Street through no entry

The situation as described in Ms Simmons letter is a serious one. However, it is not a Parish Council responsibility and there is nothing that the Council can actually do other than report it to the police and to the highways (to see if they can make it more difficult for the illegal activity to occur.)

Now that it has been brought to the attention of the Parish Council it has been reported to the above who have been asked to look into it. It can also be considered at the next Traffic Advisory Committee meeting – which will take place in May.

PC Steve Birchett has already spoken to Ms Simmons and asked her if she can monitor and take reg. numbers. 
PC Birchett was present at the meeting and asked that any problems in High Street should be reported to him on 0845 8505 505. He invited residents to ask for him by name and said that his shoulder number was 1933.

It was reported that the Cherwell District Council Litter Clearance Van went through the No Entry sign every day and the Chair agreed to report this to the relevant officers.

A number of other questions were asked from the floor:
a/ Pedestrian Crossing – Stirling Road Approach
Mr Teasdale noted that the kerb by the pedestrian crossing from the new development over to the Co-Op in Sterling Road Approach was flooded.  He assumed that this was a broken main but when it was mended the water could not drain away because it was located incorrectly and the Chair promised to report this to Highways.

b/ Posting Notices

Mr Teasdale also asked why the agenda for the Parish Meeting had not been posted in the notice board in High Street and the Council agreed that this should have been done.  Mr Teasdale also asked why the notice board had not been repaired and it was explained that this was part of the new street furniture initiative and was to be removed.

c/ Policing of Vehicles
Mr Teasdale expressed his concerns at the number of vehicles parked on the roadside in dangerous positions and the fact that the police should take action.  The Chairman agreed.
d/ Drainage
Mr Teasdale reported that the drain by the church had sunk and needed repair.

e/ Pedestrian problems
Mr Charlie Gibbons stated that he felt there was no consideration for pedestrians in the village and his main concern was that builders did not make good the pavements when they had carried out works.  The Chair asked him to make a list of areas that he felt required attention and to pass these to the Parish Council Office.

Chair
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