Minutes of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

on Thursday 31st August 2006

Present:

Cllr D Betts (Chair)




Cllr J Garlick




Cllr A Graham




Cllr Carole Pack 




Cllr C Robins

Apologies:

Apologies for absence received from Councillor J Ruiz

Declaration of Interest:

Cllr Robins declared a personal interest in an item relating to Foxdown Close which he wanted to describe under Any Other Business.

13. Minutes

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 6th July 2006 were agreed and signed as a true record.

14.  Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on July 6th 2006
i) Ron Groves Park (Minute 2(2))


The children’s playground had been completed in time for the summer 
holidays and had proved extremely popular.

ii) Orchard Recreation Ground (Minute 2 (7))

The Clerk had contacted the Kidlington Youth Football Club following the


concerns expressed by Councillor Ruiz and an apologetic email from the 
Chairman of the Club was circulated. The club was suggesting fencing in 
future to protect the pathway from obstruction.

iii) Policy on Burials (Minute 5)


The Committee were advised that other local Councils had been asked for


their policies relating to burial by non residents and none to date had suggested 
any  differences to what already existed in Kidlington i.e. double fees.There


was no
reference by other Councils to a policy relating to burials connection 
with living residents of Kidlington.

iv) Environmental Community Champion  (Minute 8)

The Committee had been advised that Mr John Brucker had been joint winner

of the OSCA award for Environmental Community Champion. The


award ceremony was to take place in October.

RESOLVED that: under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded on the grounds that the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 11 of Part 1 of schedule 12A of the Act

v)      Football plan Future Maintenance Arrangements

The Committee agreed to go into confidential session though it was 
uncomfortable in doing so on a matter of such public interest. However, it was


considered that with the minimal information currently available it was worth


having an informal discussion that would not create rumour.

It was therefore determined that the matter should be discussed in


confidential session to protect the long term public interest of the subject


being discussed.


The Committee were advised of the emerging issues of the


Development Plan i.e. a need for drainage and improve maintenance of pitches


and a higher standard of maintenance of the ancillary buildings and looked at


the possible implications on improved maintenance with regard to 
management.


The Council was anxious that once the final plan was released there was 
engagement in discussion with the interested parties and whilst a full public 
meeting was felt inappropriate it was agreed that a meeting between the 
Parish Council and stake holders should be held.


There was some concern about the discussion being led by the Parish Council


and options for presentation were considered to include a Cherwell District


Council Representative and/or the consultant undertaking the survey.


There would be a need to look at the cost implications of any changes but 


these should be incorporated within the plan. The meeting should be between 
the Parish Council, Kidlington Recreational Trust and an additional 
maximum 3 members of each relevant football club. The Management 
Committee of

Stratfield Brake should also be invited. The recommended date for such a


meeting was Wednesday 11th October.

RESOLVED that: in accordance with section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, there was no further likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 11 of Part 1 of schedule 12a of the Act.

The public were therefore no longer to be excluded from the meeting.

15.  Burial Ground Research

The Committee received letters from Bruton Knowles who were acting as consultants in the negotiations for a new burial ground site. The Committee considered the recommendation contained within the correspondence and RESOLVED  to authorise the appointment of Cotswold Geotech at a total cost of £1,900.00.

It concluded that once instructions to Cotswold Geotech had been confirmed they would like to carry out their ground investigation work at the end of September. The sites would be revisited at the end of October/mid November to gain full results with a report to the Parish Council towards the end of November/early December. Bruton Knowles hoped that any land acquisition negotiations could commence early in 2007.

The Parish Council would of course need to obtain Planning Permission with the results of the ground investigations prior to land acquisition negotiations taking place. 

The Committee was encouraged that the land agents of both sites had not anticipated any problems regarding grant investigations.

16.  Bus Stops/Shelter – Oxford Road (Sainsbury’s)

The Council was asked for its views on the proposal for a new bus stop/shelter (North bound) as part of a section 106 agreement with Sainsbury’s.

This had been reported previously and at the time there had been an understanding that the plans would be re-drawn so the bus shelter located immediately in front of the Broadway would be moved slightly to the North - in front of the side road.  This had been supported by the Committee. However, the alternative location had been deemed unacceptable by the County Highways on Health and Safety grounds because of a marginally higher slope at this area.
The Committee was asked decide whether it wanted the new shelter/stop in the original location (in front of the Broadway) or not at all.  

Site meetings with County Highways Officers had shown that the bus stop involved a lengthy lay-by to accommodate two buses which would erode into the verge in front of the Broadway. There would be a tarmaced footpath and removal of one tree close to the site. The bus lane project may result in the loss of other trees.
Councillor Billington as County Councillor had been present at the site meeting and the County Officers had agreed that consultation on the new bus stop had generally been over looked, and included as part of the bus lane. Apologies had been offered for this.

The Officers had stated that if the Parish Council did not want the bus stop and the associated ancillary works it could be abandoned. This would mean the retention of the existing bus stop (opposite the Fairfax centre) further north. The Committee was advised that Gosford and Water Eaton were concerned at the loss of the existing bus stop in favour of the new one nearer to Sainsbury’s.
The Committee considered the bus stop and agreed that a bus stop near to Sainsbury’s was desirable. It was therefore accepted that the works to facilitate the including lay by would be acceptable.

However, the Committee was unconvinced by the arguments against the shelter in the preferred location and requested that the Clerk re-open negotiations for this to be reconsidered and to include hand rail if necessary. The Council wished to accept the offer for additional floral display on the site. It was already accepted that a replacement tree would be planted.

17. Memorial Inspection

The Committee had been circulated with a second inspection report on the condition of memorial stones in the burial ground. There was no immediate cause for concern. Where items had been flagged and serious remedial measures required, letters had been sent to possible relatives and treatment works had been commissioned where appropriate to prevent problems worsening.

A number of stones had been identified as leaning between five and ten degrees and these should be checked again within the twelve month period though it was not anticipated that further major movement would occur. A further full check of the burial ground should be carried out in three years time. The Committee was pleased to note the contents of the survey and requested that the memorials within the churchyard should be inspected with the forthcoming twelve month check.
18.  Parish Rangers Report

The Committee had been circulated with a report on relevant items and comment was made that there had been a lot of praise for the floral displays within the village.

The In Bloom presentation was to take place on the 6th September to which Councillors Carole Pack and Joyce Ruiz would be attending.

19.  Financial Report

Due to the absence of the Finance Officer a Financial Report had not been in time for the meeting. Members requested that it be circulated.

20.  Any Other Business


i)  Oxford Woodlands

The Committee noted a meeting to take place on 11th October.


ii)  Foxdown Close

Councillor Robins reported an article in the Foxdown News (circulated


to all residents of Foxdown Close) that there were weeds on the green area


and requesting lobby to the Parish Council for these to be attended to.


No report had been received by the Parish Council but the Clerk would ask


the District Council to do an inspection and advise on what could be done.


iii)  Contribution to Off Site Sports and Recreational Areas by Developers

Councillor Graham reported that it had been drawn to his attention that Pye


had attempted to negotiate down a contribution to off site Sports and


Recreation in regard to the application for development of the Bowood House


Site.


There was a need for the Parish Council to be involved in such negotiations


before they were concluded.


iv)  50 Chorefields

The Clerk was asked to check whether survey work had been carried out on 


the Horse Chestnut overlooking 50 Chorefields.
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