Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 24th May 2007


Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)






Cllr T Atsoparthis






Cllr J Garlick






Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr D Holloway






Cllr P Horsley


Apologies:

Apologies for absence received from Cllrs Carole Pack and T Wyse.

Declaration of Interest:

None.

1. Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting of the Exeter Hall Management Committee held on Thursday 23rd November 2006 were agreed and signed as a true record.

The minutes of the meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee held on Thursday 19th April 2007 were agreed and signed as a true record.

2. Matters Arising from the Minutes of both the Meetings of the Exeter Hall Committee on 23rd November 2006 and the Environmental and Amenities Committee held on 19th April 2007
i) Exeter Hall Management Committee (Exeter Close/Health Centre (Minute 16))
The Committee noted that the proposal to open up the hedge and improve signage was part of a larger project which the Full Council was pursuing.

ii) Environmental and Amenities Committee (Broadway Redesign (Minute 44 (ii)))

The Clerk reported that representatives of the District Council and Highways had reported to the Traffic Advisory Committee on 8th May that due to no accident record for the Broadway a scheme for one way traffic would not be eligible for funding for either body.

The Council had been advised that the cost of a scheme would run into the region of £7, 000 and it was a possibility if the Parish Council would be prepared to fund it.  There was no money in the current year’s budget but could be considered as an item for the budget for 2008/9.  The County Highways to be asked for a plan/layout for consideration of the Parish Council. The Broadway shopkeepers f would be asked to at least support the project by letter.
The shopkeepers were understood to be supportive as the scheme would supply additional parking, but to make it effective there would be a need for some traffic orders and parking restrictions.  There was already illegal parking within the area where no action was taken.

iii) Seats in Bus Stops (Minute 44 (iv))

Cllr Tom Atsoparthis would liaise on the best site for introducing perch seating though it was understood that this was more expensive than the Council had previously anticipated.
It was also noted that there was a requirement for litter bins in the new bus shelters and a scheme for both could be considered for the future.

iv) Garden of Remembrance (Minute 48)

The Committee were advised that the project was in progress.

3. Stratfield Brake

The Committee had been circulated with minutes of the meeting of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee held on Wednesday 18th April 2007, being the most recent available minutes of that Committee - which was now responsible to the Community Committee.
The Chair explained that the Stratfield Brake Management Committee was a joint Committee of Kidlington Parish Council and Gosford and Water Eaton Parish Council with three representatives from each.  It was therefore independent of Kidlington Parish Council though the major funding was from Kidlington Parish Council. Parish Council Officers carried out the administrative/financial duties.
The Committee would be kept abreast of activities as it would be the Community Committee’s budget that underwrote the Stratfield Brake facility. Items of concern from Kidlington Parish Council should be raised through the Community Committee.

4. Functions of Committees

The Committee was advised that the Personnel sub committee which had been responsible for the recommended structure had agreed terms of reference for the committees for the adoption by the Council.  The recommended terms of reference for Community Committee were as follows:-
1) Management, development and maintenance of property in terms of buildings and open spaces

2) Delivery and implementation of agreed community based projects

3) Encourage community involvement through promotion of activities and special projects

4) Instigation of initiatives for consideration of Council.

The Committee understood that the areas of responsibility were the open spaces within the village owned by Kidlington Parish Council and these included the allotments and the burial ground plus management of the Exeter Hall, Stratfield Brake Pavilion and the new Pavilion at Exeter Close.

The Committee understood that the Parish Council had employed a consultant some years before to look into the Exeter Hall facility and it was recommended that this report and detail be put onto the next agenda of the Community Committee.  The Committee also asked that the hire charges for both Stratfield Brake and Exeter Hall were circulated to members of the Committee as well as the burial fee charges.

Cllr Tom Atsoparthis was aware of community based internet sites where free advertisement for the facilities could be placed.  He would forward this information to the Parish Council officers.

5. Election of Members of Sub Committees

The Committee resolved to appoint to the Sub Committees which would be called as a need provided as follows:

Open Spaces Sub Committee

Cllr D Betts

Cllr J Garlick

Cllr S Hepworth

Cllr D Holloway

Cllr Carole Pack

Buildings Sub Committee

Cllr D Betts

Cllr T Atsoparthis

Cllr P Horseley

Cllr T Wyse

Plus 1 vacancy

6. Tour of Sites

The Committee was asked to consider a possible tour of Council sites and it was suggested that a September Saturday be the most appropriate option for the staff.

RESOLVED: that Saturday 9th and/or 15th September be diarised for a tour of sites and a programme would be drawn up and circulated to members.

7. Community Projects

The Committee had been circulated with a list of currently identified projects that were within the Committee remit.  It gave an overview of the current workload, giving the purpose of the project with a target date and progress so far.  The table would be regularly monitored and updated.
The Committee noted tha youth projects, (mainly relating to skate and motor cycle facilities) which the Council had agreed suspension of their delivery in the immediate future due to lack of funding - these not being current priorities.
There followed a debate on the requirements of such facilities and it was noted that the Health Check had recently been carried out and was due for report.

The Committee would consult with the Council on the Health check and consider ways of consulting with young people about what they would like within Kidlington.

8. Football Development Plan

The Committee had been circulated with a summary of the purpose of the Football Development Plan and the accompanying Exeter Close Pavilion extension.

a) Sports Pitch Maintenance Contract

The Committee were advised that tenders for ground maintenance work had been received. These were to provide figures for the bid shortly to be put to the Football Foundation.  They were (in alphabetical order) from Agripower, DW Clark, Land Unit Ltd, Turfdry and White Horse Contractors.  The Committee considered recommendations and RESOLVED to select Agripower as the preferred contractor and to recommend their price to the funding partners; and agreed in the event of funding received to proceed with the development works Agripower’s tender be accepted subject to some minor negotiations relating to possible misunderstandings of the specification which may reduce the submitted figure.
The Committee noted that suitable references had been obtained.

b) Architect for Pavilion

The Parish Council had already received planning permission for the pavilion which was a joint project with the Football clubs and the Table Tennis Club.  The plans that had been submitted as part of the planning application had been drawn up by Paul Baker – the English Table Tennis Association – ETTA – Architect.  It was necessary to appoint a qualified architect to give more details to these plans and to oversee the project to completion.  Tenders had been sought from four architects.  The Committee was RESOLVED on sight of reference recommendations to appoint Mr Nick Turner of Turner Designs, Begbroke to 

Stage E-G  (Detailed Design to Tender Documentation) in the first instance, with a further appointment to stages H – L (Tender Documentation to After Practical Completion), should the funding be obtained.
9. Burial Ground Search

The Committee had been circulated with a report on the current search for a new burial ground within Kidlington as space remaining on the current site was limited.

The Committee was advised that consultants had investigated all possible sites within the Kidlington area and had selected two preferred options - known as sites 3 and 10.

The Council had appointed Bruton Knowles to carry out all necessary negotiations and acquire procurement of a new site. To enable this it was necessary to have a geo technical survey of both sites.  Site 10 had already been surveyed and a report received, but there had been problems gaining access to site 3.

The owner of site 3 had eventually granted permission for access to dig bore holes but the company (Cotswold Geotech) that was carrying out the survey had been denied access by the tenant farmer.  The tenant had claimed that there could be crop damage if access took place now and had requested that entry wait until after harvest.

The Committee reluctantly RESOLVED to agree to the request to defer access until after harvest but requested that a provisional date of access be supplied - which must be before the end of September.

10. Concessionary Bookings

a) Royal British Legion

The Committee were advised that the Royal British Legion (RBL) regularly held a concert at Exeter Hall on “Poppy” Day and had in past years been given a free of charge concession.

The Committee RESOLVED that for the near future whilst the concert took place as part of Remembrance Day celebrations organised by the RBL no charge would be levied..
b) Public Consultation Neighbourhood Policing

The Committee were advised that the local police Sergeant - Karen Grey - was holding a public “drop in day” in Exeter Hall on Wednesday 27th June to consult on the community requirements for a neighbourhood scheme.

A request had been received for a concessionary booking.

It was RESOLVED that the Committee would give a concession on this occasion as it was a community activity of benefit to the people of Kidlington.  However, if this was a regular event, a concession could not be guaranteed in the future.

The Clerk was requested to ask that in view of the concession, the drop in day be extended into the early evening to accommodate those returning from work.

11. Risk Assessment

The Committee was advised that a requirement of the Annual Audit was to produce an internal control of all activities carried out by the Parish Council.  The Parish Council had purchased a package designed specifically for Parish Council functions to assist with the process.  These had been drawn up for all activities under the various committee headings and the Committee was circulated with examples of the assessment for the areas within the Committee remit.

It was also explained that the audit requirement was for Council members to participate in the Risk Assessment Process and to oversee the reports.

The Council needed a member to act as monitor of the risk assessment and Cllr Tom Atsoparthis agreed to take on this role.  Cllr Atsoparthis would be circulated with details of the internal control and would be requested to liaise with officers.
12. Finance Report

The Committee had been circulated with estimated budget reports to the end of the financial year 2006/07 for both the Exeter Hall and the Environmental and Amenities Committees.  The Committee noted the information.

13. Any Other Business

i) Community Governor, North Kidlington School

It was reported that there was a vacancy for a Community Governor at North Kidlington School. Cllr Betts expressed his interest in filling this vacancy.  However, this was not a Parish Council appointment and Cllr Betts was asked to liaise with North Kidlington School direct.
ii) Traffic Warden Services

Cllr Horseley was concerned that parking on the double yellow lines within the Kidlington High Street had no police enforcement.  This was a known problem that had been discussed on many occasions but it was a topic that the new Council would like to pursue.  Sergeant Karen Grey would be asked to attend a future meeting to explain the procedures regarding the booking of offenders and what could be done.
iii) Clairvoyant

The Committee was asked to consider a booking for a clairvoyant evening at Exeter Hall and decided that this was an area which as a public authority the Council should not support.  There was concern that it could be a thin end of the wedge and less desirable evenings / events could be requested on the back of allowing it.
Chair.
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