Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington 
On 4th February 2010.


	Present:			Cllr C Pack (Chair)
					Cllr D Betts
					Cllr A Dyer
					Cllr D Holloway
					Cllr Carole Pack
					Cllr M White

	Apologies:	

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr S Hepworth, Cllr R Marshall, Cllr D Thompson and Cllr T Wyse.

	Declaration of Interest:

None. 

	51.	Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on 26th November 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record with the following amendments:-

i) Page 4 – “ Cllr White commented that there was a good alternative to using this footpath by walking down Morton Avenue” was inserted after “To install lighting would be very expensive and there is no legal requirement to light footpaths”.
ii) Page 5 – “good” was amended to read “goods”.

	52.	Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 26th November 		2009:

i) Football Development Plan (Minute 37 (ii))

		Unfortunately due to heavy rain, fine grit has risen to the surface of the new 		football pitches at Stratfield Brake.

		Whilst the first pitch is playable, the second pitch is not safe for play.  The 		only way to rectify the situation would be to wait until the spring and to 			fertilize both pitches.  The current grass growth had not been quite as good 		as had been expected and new grass growth encouraged by a fertilizer 			application would cover the grit and 	resolve the problem.

		This has obviously displaced some of the football teams, but it has been 			possible to use an area of Orchard Recreation Ground to accommodate them. 

		The Clerk had spoken recently to Bob Ward of the Football Club, who had 		said that he thought the second pitch might be playable as conditions had 		improved.  However, Cllr Dyer, who was also involved with Kidlington Youth 		Football Club, 	disagreed, as some of his players had cut their knees on the 		grit.
	
		The Community Projects Officer reported that the Parish Council had 			received tenders for a football pitch grounds maintenance contract, 			encompassing all the pitches in the village.  The tenders were currently being 		analysed and it was hoped to be able to bring a firm price to the next 			meeting.

ii) Station Fields Allotment (Minute 37 (ii))

Cllr Robert Marshall (not present) had declared an interest in this item as he worked for the company that owned the land at Station Fields.  He had told the Clerk as a matter of interest that the company had not received a response to their communication concerning a renegotiation of the lease.  The Clerk had in fact replied in 2009, and would forward this again.

iii) One Stop Shop (Minute 37 (i))

An update had been given at the meeting of the full Council on 21st January.  Since then, the Clerk had received a letter from Ian Davies (Strategic Director) of Cherwell District Council, explaining that no money had been allocated to this project in the capital funding list; and that for the project to progress, it would have to have a very strong business case to support it.

Kidlington Parish Council had agreed to put £1, 000.00 towards the cost of an initial design, which the District Council had originally estimated at £3,000.00.  Ian Davies had now put this cost at £2, 000.00, which meant that the Parish Council would be contributing half the cost.

It appeared that the initial concept of a multi agency one stop shop has been lost, and Cllr White thought that clarification needed to be sought on what Cherwell District Council was currently expecting from a new one stop shop.

The Chair said that the Parish Council had been very explicit about its requirements.  The Clerk added that meetings had already been held in which both parties had worked up lists of their requirements for a new one stop shop, and senior officers from the District Council had been in attendance.

The Chair proposed that the Parish Council proceed by contributing £1,000.00 towards a design, on the condition that a discussion was held with the District Council on the business case for the one stop shop.

This was AGREED by the Committee.

iv) Grave Digging (Minute 50 (i))

 It had been agreed to give the contract for grave digging to Andy Slade, as other interested parties had not fully understood what was involved and felt unable to carry out the job.  Mr Slade had agreed to charge the same fee as Mr Theobold - £150.00.    However, it had been made clear that the contract would be terminated with immediate effect if a mechanical digger was brought into the burial ground.

	53.	Update on the Burial Ground

The agent for the Parish Council, Andrew Morgan, has spoken to the land owner’s agent, Charles Campion, to press for an answer to the Parish Council’s offer, which had been made in October. Mr Campion needed to speak to his clients as a Compulsory Purchase Order had been issued in relation to the Chiltern Railways proposal, to relocate a footpath onto the land owned by the Charity.

 Mr Carl Smith, who was employed by the Parish Council to do preliminary work for the new burial ground, had voiced concerns that the Parish Council needed to proceed as quickly as possible with the purchase and planning permission, as he was concerned that the Highways Department might raise opposition to the new access road when permission had already been given for a significant amount of traffic to pass through/park in the area for the new station.

There was little more that the Parish Council could do to progress the issue, as the Charity did not have to sell the land.  Andrew Morgan would continue with negotiations on the Parish Council’s behalf.

Cllr Betts arrived at 8.05pm

	54.	Cycle Barriers at Exeter Close

The Committee considered the possibility of installing barriers at the exit from Exeter Close that currently did not have cycle barriers, following Cllr Douglas Williamson’s request at the Full Council meeting on 19th November.   He had been concerned that without a barrier, a child might run out onto the road.   The Highways Authority had been consulted and did not consider barriers necessary; therefore the onus would be on the Parish Council to install them if it was felt to be necessary. Due to the design of the entrance, this would require the commissioning of expensive bespoke barriers to match the existing design.

Cllr White thought that the risk of a child running out onto the road was small, and that parents should take control of their children when nearing the road.  Cllr Betts agreed with Cllr White and thought that the location in question was no more dangerous than many other locations.

AGREED:  further barriers were not required and would not be installed.  Cllr Williamson would be advised of the decision and the reasons for it being reached.

	55.	Well in Main Hall

The Committee had been circulated with a report from Charles Taylor of Monsons, who had visited Exeter Hall to offer advice on possible ways of filling in the well in the main hall.  Of the options offered, some (such as filling it in with concrete) were not viable.  Of the options that were possible, Monsons had recommended option 6 which involved putting in raised flooring on support frames, allowing cabling etc to be run underneath.  The estimated cost of this was in the region of £8, 500 plus finishes.  

The Committee discussed this option and felt that in fact Exeter Hall was more accessible than other Parish and Town Halls, and also that reasonable steps had been taken to accommodate wheelchair users.  It was also felt that to in fill the well would result in the loss of the character of the hall, and that the well was an asset for some hirings.

AGREED: to leave the well in the hall for the foreseeable future.

	56.	Exeter Hall Hire Charges and Burial Ground Charges

i) Exeter Hall Hire Charges

The Committee had been circulated with a spreadsheet which compared Exeter Hall’s hire charges with other venues, including other town halls and also hotel chain venues such as the Barceló hotel.  Cllr White stated that he thought council buildings were in a different class to the commercially run venues, as the primary objective was to offer a service rather than to maximise profit.

However, the Committee expressed a wish to measure the running costs against income, to see if there was a deficit.  It was felt that without such information, no proper decision could be made.  The RFO would be asked to provide this information.  In the interim period, it was AGREED to delegate authority to the RFO to increase the hire charges by 2.5% to the nearest sensible figures.

ii) Burial Ground Charges

The Committee had previously been circulated with a table illustrating Kidlington Parish Council’s current burial ground charges in relation to other burial authorities’ charges.  
It also illustrated the burial costs if a 20% or 50% increase was applied.  Cllr Betts thought that the revenue burden of the new burial ground was significant and that a 50% increase should be applied in all area with the exception of grave digging.  The new gravedigger had held his charges at £150.00 for the 2010/2011 financial year, so it was thought that the digging charges could be increased by only a small amount from £206.00 to £210.00 was reasonable.

The Chair stated that even with a 50% increase in charges, Kidlington Parish Council would still compare favourably with other burial authorities.

AGREED: to increase the burial ground charges by 50% with the exception of grave digging which would increase by £4.00 to £210.00.

	57.	Risk Assessment

The Committee had agreed to re visit items of high risk identified at the previous meeting.  As there was only one item of high risk, the medium risk items were also identified.

The item of high risk was for the web site – “Dependence upon an individual”.  Until the risk assessment had been carried out, only the Community Projects Officer was able to update the website, and other members of staff had not put themselves forward for training.  Since the risk assessment the Secretarial assistant had used the website and it was felt with a little more training, she would be capable of carrying out the main updating duties.

Other items of medium risk were considered.  It was accepted that some – such as untidy allotment plots, were an acceptable risk as part of providing the service and as such did not require further action.  Items such as lack of office space did require action, although these were something that would be dealt with in the long term.

The Committee approved and accepted the risk assessment.  

	58.	Finance Report

A finance report was not available due delays in the Finance Department.  

Cllr Betts requested that as soon as the system was up to date, a finance report was to be sent out to the Committee members.

	59.	Project List

The Committee had been circulated with an up to date project list.    It was noted that the Garden of Remembrance improvements would remain on the list as a long term aspiration.

The Chair noted that an application had been submitted to TOE (Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment) for funding towards new pathways for St Mary’s Fields.
	60.	Village Centre Management Board Minutes

Cllr Betts had requested that the whole council receive the Village Centre Management Board minutes in future.    The Chair thought it would be helpful if they were accompanied by a list of key points.

In the last set of minutes that had been circulated, they key points were:-
· The Shoppers’ Guide – 5, 000 to be distributed to local households and all councillors to receive a copy
· LDF Core Strategy – the District Council’s draft consultation on what should and should not be permitted in terms of planning had been published.  The Head of Planning from Cherwell District Council would address the Annual Parish Meeting on 18th March 2010.  The public would be able to see where planners thought building for homes, leisure and commercial ventures would be viable.   The Draft Strategy had not included the Exeter Close site or Oxford Road in Kidlington, despite the fact that the Parish Council had asked for their inclusion.  This had been raised with the District Council again but a response had not yet been received.
· Pedestrianisation of the High Street – this was proceeding well.  A scoping exercise was almost complete, and the planning stage was identifying issues, outcomes and requirements.  Money to proceed further had not been put into the capital budget and the Parish Council had made representations about this.

	61.	Any Other Business

i) Morton Close

Cllr Carol Pack asked if the grassed land in Morton Close could be made available for allotments.  The Clerk reminded the Committee that the Parish Council did not own the land, which in fact belonged to Builders Ede and had never been transferred to the Parish Council’s ownership.   There had been a long running dialogue between the two parties, and whilst a long time ago, it had been confirmed that Builders Ede had ownership of the land, this had since been disputed.  

The residents were very concerned about a wall on the land that was in a state of bad repair.  The concern was that if the Parish Council accepted ownership of the land, it would then be responsible for the repair of the wall.  

Cllr Betts thought that the Parish Council should perhaps take ownership of the land from Builders Ede on the condition that the wall was repaired first.

It was agreed that it would be useful to put allotments on the land as the waiting list for plots was so extensive. 
The Clerk would make another approach to Builders Ede.

ii) Stratfield Brake

No further minutes had been circulated since the previous meeting as the most recent Stratfield Brake meeting had been cancelled due to snow and had only been held the previous evening.

Cllr Betts informed the Committee that a working party had been set up of the Chair, Vice Chair, a member of the rugby club, a member of the cricket club and a representative from Cherwell District Council to look at management proposals.  It had been agreed to get a scoping exercise completed by the end of April.

iii) Royal British Legion

A letter had been received from the Royal British Legion thanking the Parish Council for the use of the hall for their annual concert free of charge.  They had asked if the Parish Council would be able to donate the hall free of charge again for the concert in November 2010.

The Parish Council now had a policy by which it would not give the hall free of charge, but would invite the hirer to put forward a grant application to the Parish Council to cover the cost of the hall hire.

The Royal British Legion would be written to accordingly.

iv) Bicester Road Parking

Cllr Holloway complained that people were parking along Cromwell Way as well as Bicester Road, especially at school times.  This had previously been discussed at Traffic Advisory and the response had been that this was a common problem wherever there was a school.

Chair.
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