
Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington 
On 1st July 2010.


	Present:			Cllr Chris Pack (Chair)
					Cllr D Betts
					Cllr Roger Marshall
					Cllr Carole Pack
					Cllr D Robey
					Cllr D Thompson
					Cllr M White

The Chair welcomed Cllr Robey to the Committee and the Clerk reported that Cllr Robey had signed his declaration of acceptance of office in her presence.

	Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr A Dyer and Cllr D Holloway.

	Declaration of Interest:

None.

1. Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting of the Community Committee held on 29th April 2010 were agreed and signed as a true record.

2. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th April 2010:

i) St. Mary’s Fields (Public Participation/Minute 72 (ii))

The Community Project Officer had now submitted an application to Awards for All for the entire cost of the new circular walk (£9, 250.00).  There is a 30 day response time.

ii) Football Development Plan (Minute 63 (ii))

			Further to concerns about the sharp sand/grit on the new football 			pitches, it was reported that Andrew Barnes has visited and confirmed 			that the specification was correct and that he observed no problems 			to restrict play.

			Kidlington Youth Football Club played on the pitches on two 				weekends during their annual tournament and there were no 				reported problems.

iii) One Stop Shop (Minute 63 (iii))

Paragon had returned to the Parish Council with plans, but further work was needed.  The Parish Council were to meet again with Paragon.  The Committee raised concerns that the project may suffer under predicted budget cuts.

iv) Exeter Hall Promotions (Minute 65)

Nicky Cayley had contacted Tony Bennell concerning the usage/promotion of Exeter Hall and was to meet him during the next month to discuss the issue further.

Cllr Betts arrived at 7.40pm.

v) Burial Ground Update (Minute 66)

An update had been given at Full Council on 24th June and the subject was to be discussed later at the meeting.

vi) Recreational Trust (Minute 68)

The Recreational Trust has agreed to continue in its current form.  It was noted that a new administrator – Karen East – had been appointed.

3. Allotments

The Committee had been circulated with a report from the Secretarial Assistant explaining that allotment holders who were elderly or unwell had been allowing another person to work their allotment.  In the short term this was not a concern, but if the original tenant then gave up the allotment, the helper could assume that they were then entitled to take on the tenancy of the plot and therefore jump the lengthy waiting list.  This was causing bad feeling amongst the rest of the tenants and people on the waiting list. 

 The Secretarial Assistant advised the Committee that a policy to determine the length of time a tenant could have help on their plot needed to be set, and asked the Committee for their views on this.

The Committee was sympathetic to tenants who were unwell or elderly needed help, but were mindful of the need to reduce the waiting list. However, they believed that a year was enough time to decide if the tenant would be able to return to working their plot, or whether it would be better to give it up.  It was thought that perhaps some tenants would prefer to retain half a plot rather than a full plot and this would not only help them to manage their allotment but would enable someone on the waiting list to take the other half.

AGREED: that Cllr Carole Pack and the Secretarial Assistant write to every allotment holder explain that help was only permitted with the knowledge of the Parish Council Office and only for 1 year.   The letter should also state that if anyone who felt they were unable to continue working their whole plot, the Parish Council would divide it in half and re let half to someone on the waiting list.

4. Cycle Racks

The Committee had been circulated with a design and costing for cycle racks that could be placed at the Broadway.  The Open Spaces Manager had suggested that they should be sited on the Broadway itself.  However, the Committee thought they would be better placed directly outside the shops.  This was discussed and it was generally felt that shop owners would not welcome racks outside their businesses.  Cllr Thompson thought that a lot of people who cycled to the Broadway left their bicycles to catch buses, and so would not mind leaving them on the Broadway rather than closer to the shops.

The Committee did not like the design proposed and asked the Open Spaces Manager to look at a different and less expensive design.

5. Flower and Quilt Festival

The Parish Council had been invited to take part in the St. Mary’s Church Flower and Quilt festival.  Cllr Carole Pack volunteered to arrange a display on behalf of the Parish Council to the value of £25.00.

6. Woodland Trust Local Woodland 10th Anniversary Celebrations

The Committee had been circulated with paperwork from the Woodland Trust to explain how communities might join in with the Trust 10th Anniversary celebrations.  The included suggestions such as organising a fete or a nature ramble.  The suggested time for an activity was August or September, and the Committee thought this was too short a time frame to organise anything.  It was also thought that it might be difficult to get people involved in organising an activity.

There was the possibility of having 450 free trees to plant if an event was held, but it was generally felt that there was nowhere to plant them in Kidlington.

The Committee requested that the local area Woodland Trust should be written to, explaining that whilst the Committee applauded the idea of holding celebrations, it was too short a time frame to arrange an event.  However, if the Trust had anything already arranged for the Stratfield Brake area, the Parish Council might be able to lend support.





7. Finance

i) Report

The Committee noted the finance report. 

ii) Budget 2011/2012 Service Priorities

The Chair reported that he had met with the Clerk, the RFO, the Open Spaces Manager and the Community Projects Officer the previous week to discuss items that should definitely be put into the budget for 2011/2012.    Items agreed at the meeting were:-
· Animation Station – this would never be a fully income supported service but the equipment had been bought through SEEDA and the Chair felt that it was positive that the Parish Council was providing a service for young people.
· Football Pitches – further to the work done via the Football Foundation grant, these needed to be maintained.
· Pavilion – had high running costs and income needed to be maximised.
· Burial Ground .

An e-mail had been circulated concerning the future of the Christmas Lights in Kidlington.  This year as in previous years, the lights were supplied and funded by Cherwell District Council, but an e-mail had been received from Chris Rothwell (Head of Safer Communities, Urban and Rural Services) explaining that due to anticipated budget cuts, the Christmas Lights may well be an area to be squeezed.  The Committee discussed the possibilities of local businesses sponsoring the Christmas Lights, and the Clerk reported that this was an area that might be possible.  

Kidlington In Bloom was another area for potential budget cuts, and it was thought that business sponsorship could also be attracted for this area.

The Committee were asked if they had any further comments on service priorities.   Members agreed with the ones already identified and did not add any other items.

8. Burial Ground

Carl Smith had broken down the costs of the burial ground further as requested.  He had said that there would be capacity for 50 years of burials, and this was working on single depth burials.  It was possible that double depth might be allowed in some areas, but not in others.

The Committee had been circulated with an extensive report concerning the burial ground from the Clerk, which included the financial implications.  The Council had referred the issue of the costs to the Community Committee at the meeting of 24th June for a recommendation.

The Finance Officer had set out the rate of borrowing from the Public Works Loan Board in order for the Committee.  The Clerk stated that as the interest rate was currently so low, it would be sensible for the Council to borrow the funds as soon as possible, as the repayment rate would remain fixed for the lifetime of the loan.  There was also the possibility that the Government would cap public sector borrowing to reduce national debt.

The Council would have 12 months after taking out the loan to repay funds that were not required without any penalty.  The Committee looked at the various options and rates (which fluctuate daily) and agreed that medium term borrowing seemed to give the best value for money.

AGREED: to recommend that the Parish Council borrow the required amount of money for 11 – 15 years.  

9. Project List

Two columns had been added to show funds already committed and funds to be found.  Cllr Betts asked for Exeter Hall renovations to be added as a separate item. 

10.  Stratfield Brake Minutes

The minutes of 28th April were noted.

11. Village Centre Management Board

The Chair reported that a meeting had been held on Monday morning in relation to the TRO (Traffic Regulation Order). A walkabout had been held looking at rear accesses to businesses on the north and south sides.  On the north side there was a large fence to the rear of Iceland, which if removed would give good access to all of the shops. Ian Cooper of Cherwell District Council was looking into the ownership of the fence.

On the south side there was access to the rear of the shops through the archway of the new flats.  From here it was possible to walk up to the fence that ends at The Red Lion pub.  This means that there could be rear access for delivery.  Cherwell District Council was looking into land ownership.

The Chair and Cllr Betts had attended the meeting of the Scrutiny Committee at Cherwell District Council  and had presented a strong case for funding for this stage of the project.  The Committee had recommended to the Executive that £25k of funding be restored.  The executive would meet on 12th July, but there was the possibility that they would not approve the funding.  Lisa Chaney (Project Officer from Cherwell District Council) was unable to spend any more on the project until funding was approved.

The basis of the TRO was:-
· 10.30am – 4.30pm – no access except for permitted vehicles
· One way system
· Area where parking is limited by rails etc between Watts Way and Sterling Road
· No blue badge parking in High Street but extra disabled parking in Watts Way car park

However, there was no funding to prevent traffic from passing through e.g. in the form of a rising bollard.  Cllr Betts thought that the District Council could be lobbied to fund this.  A number of members at the Scrutiny Committee had seemed to support this.  Cllr Pack said that this could not be considered at the moment as the hoped for funding was for the design and consultation stage only.  Physical means of obstruction could be considered later.

Invitations to the consultation would be sent out at the end of August.  A presentation to Stakeholders would be held on Thursday 23rd September and a public consultation would be held in the High Street during the market on the Friday and Saturday.

12. Open Spaces Report
 
The report was noted.

13. Any Other Business

None.  

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chair.
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