Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 12th July 2007

Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)






Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr Carole Pack






2 members of the public


Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Garlick,  T Atsoparthis, D Holloway, and T Wyse.


Declaration of Interest:

None.
14. Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 24th May 2007 were agreed and signed as a true record.

(Cllr P Horseley arrived at 7.40pm)

15.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting of 24th May 2007 

i) Broadway Redesign (Minute 2 (ii))
The Committee were circulated with a copy of an e-mail to the Clerk from Tony Brummell of Cherwell District Council explaining that Clive Barnes (also of Cherwell District Council) was working on the scheme for the redesign of the Broadway.  It was hoped that the District Council would be in a position to present the scheme for comment by the end of July.
ii) Seats in Bus Stops (Minute 2 (iii))

As Cllr Atsoparthis was not present, there was no update on progress made on identifying the best sites for the introduction of perch seating in bus stops.

iii) Tour of Sites (Minute 6)
Cllr Betts questioned which of the designated dates the tour of sites was to take place on – 9th or 15th September.  It as noted that these dates were both Sundays and that Saturdays would be preferable.  The Clerk would therefore confirm whether the tour would take place on 8th or 15th September (both Saturdays).

16. Football Foundation Bid
The Committee were informed of the progress of the Football Foundation bid.  It was explained that consultants – Nortoft – had been employed to work up the bid and submit it to the Football Foundation.  The Oxfordshire Football Association had confirmed that there was a very good base for football within Kidlington, but it was explained that there were not enough pitches of adequate quality for teams to play on.  Pitches at Exeter Close, Ron Groves Park, were to undergo maintenance work but the pitches at Orchard Recreation Ground were in very poor condition and required fairly extensive groundwork.  The existing pitch at Stratfield Brake was also in need of groundwork and another pitch would be constructed.  
The programme to refurbish the Exeter Close Pavilion was running alongside the Football Development Plan.  This had been initiated some years ago by the Table Tennis Club who had asked the Parish Council for support in developing the site for match play facilities.  Planning permission to extend the building had been granted in 1994.  The newly refurbished and extended building would provide a multi-use facility with a match play facility for table tennis and provide Football Foundation standard facilities. The Committee were circulated with a timetable for the bid, and it was explained that the project had progressed to the point of submitting the bid and that the appointed architect was preparing the pavilion plans for tender.  
It was pointed out that the installation of grasscrete to improve parking at Ron Groves Park and Orchard Recreation Ground was not a part of the scheme, but was something to be looked at as a future possible project by Kidlington Parish Council and Kidlington Recreational Trust.
The Parish Council had tendered for ground works in June and the appointed contractor’s prices had come in £70, 000 under the projected cost.  However, the architect’s costings for the pavilion had come in over the anticipated budget by    £120, 000.  It was thought that these figures were on the high side, but they would be submitted for the purposes of the Football Foundation bid.  The original figures had been based on 50% Football Foundation Funding, but indications were now pointing towards 60% funding (£291, 529).  This would help to offset the possible increased costs.  It was noted that any grant given by the Football Foundation was on a percentage basis, and not a fixed amount of money.
The relevant football clubs had been sent copies of the Football Foundation bid.
It was explained that £100, 000 had been secured from Sport England through ETTA (English Table Tennis Association) for the table tennis element of the building, and that Cherwell District Council had given £65, 000 towards the project. The Community Projects Officer was currently working on a bid for a grant of £40, 000 from TOE (Trust for the Oxfordshire Environment).  There was commitment from the nursery group and the Social and Community Services Adult learning for use of the pavilion.  It would also be available for community use at other times.    

The Finance Officer had circulated a document illustrating the financial implications for the Parish Council based on three different amounts of funding from the Football Foundation:

a) £291, 887 – based on Football Foundation Funding 60% of the whole pitch improvements – including Ron groves/Exeter Close and Park Hill and 70% of the pavilion cost qualifying for 60% funding

b) £269, 573 – as version a) but contribution from Football Foundation of 50% 
c) £241, 887 – as version a) but contribution from Football Foundation of 60% on only 50% of the building.
The Finance officer recommended version a) to go forward into the bid.
The Chair expressed thanks to the staff who had been working on the project.

AGREED: that the Clerk sign the bid document with version a) figures alongside Trevor Cuss, Chairman of the Kidlington Community Football Association.

17.
Traffic Calming
The Committee were circulated with a letter from Cherwell District Council offering the use of portable speed indicator signs for the village.  The Parish Council would have to fund the cost of ground fixing points at a cost of £300 - £400 each.  The Committee thought that there should be installation of further speed indicator signs in addition to the one situated on the Bicester Road, particularly at the other end of the village as the speed limit changes from 40 to 30mph by Sainsbury’s.  However, the letter did not indicate how often the portable speed cameras would be situated in Kidlington, and the Committee wondered if it would be better to purchase a permanent speed indicator instead.   
It was agreed that the Clerk should write back to Cherwell District Council requesting more information about the scheme.

18. Consultant’s Report on Exeter Hall

The Committee were circulated with a summary of the consultant’s report on Exeter Hall carried out in 1998.  It was confirmed that advertising in the traditional sense did not attract more interest or business, but the Committee thought that more should be done to promote the facility within the village.  The hall was built in 1974 and improvements had been made over the years, but it was felt that more could be done to physically improve the halls.    
The Kidlington healthcheck had identified a wish for a multi use venue.

Cllr Hepworth suggested that work could be done on the Parish Council website to link into other sites, so that when a person was searching for a village hall via a search engine, Exeter Hall would be listed in the results.
The Committee were keen to promote further community use, particularly from “arts” groups, but thought that it was important to identify a target audience. It was, however noted that as the halls had regular weekly bookings such as bingo, it would be difficult for an event such as play/show to be put on on concurrent evenings.  

The consultant’s report had identified potential usage of the halls, but there was a desire to update this information.  The Clerk and the Community Projects Officer were asked to prepare further information for discussion at the November meeting.
19. Parish Rangers’ Report
The Committee were circulated with a report from the Parish Rangers.  
Gala Day
The Committee were informed that preparations for the Gala Day on 21st July were progressing well and that Andrews Estate Agents were donation £130 towards the cost of two new marquees.
Park Hill
The Committee were concerned about reports of motorcycles riding across Park Hill Recreation Ground.  There was a suggestion that anti-motor cycle bollards could be put in place to prevent access, but Cllr Pack commented that there were four entrances to the park.  It was agreed to speak to the Recreational Trust about this matter, and to offer the Parish Council’s support.
Litter Bins
The Rangers reported that four litter bins had been “removed” from the village, and the Clerk explained that at least one had been seen being removed by a Cherwell District Council operative.  The District Council habitually remove bins that are in bad condition but there was a concern as to whether they were doing so without consulting the Parish Council to which they belong and which has to pay to replace them.  The Committee asked that the Clerk make representations to the District Council on the matter.
Kidlington In Bloom

The Committee noted that the “In Bloom” judging would take place the following Tuesday.

20.
Hire Charges for Exeter Hall and Stratfield Brake

The Committee were circulated with the current hire charges for Exeter Hall and Stratfield Brake. The two tier “Commercial” and “Non Commercial” hire charges were noted.  It was explained that if a local group/charity was seeking a reduction in hire charges, they would be asked to write into the Community Committee.


21.
Burial Ground Fees

The Committee were circulated with the current burial fees.  It was noted that non-residents paid double fees, and that due to restrictions of space, people were no longer permitted to reserve plots.  Gosford and Water Eaton Parish Council contributed 1% to the cost of the burial ground, and therefore residents of that parish are also permitted to be buried in the burial ground.

22. Oxford Canal Syphon

The Clerk explained about the flooding that had occurred several years ago in Kidlington, which had particularly affected the Garden City area of the village.  As a result, the Parish Council had set up the Flood Liaison Committee, now reformed as the Emergency Committee.  The flooding resulted in the drains and a major pipe running down to Stratfield Brake being cleaned out. 
 However, there remained problems in the Stratfield Brake area due to a submerged and silted up siphon.  Carl Smith, Clerk of Gosford and Water Eaton Parish Council had been in discussion with British Waterways in his capacity as a retired engineer (and as a member of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee).  British Waterways were concerned about cleaning out the syphon as in such cases, syphons were prone to collapse

If the syphon is not cleaned out, then the excess water from Garden City will not be able to drain into the canal.  The Gosford All Blacks Rugby Club had also reported problems with drainage on the rugby pitches.
The Committee asked that Carl Smith be given its written support and that the relevant organisations be asked for their co operation as required.  The Committee asked if Carl could give an update at the next Committee meeting.

23. Finance Report

The Finance Officer had been working on the Football Foundation Bid and unfortunately had not been able to produce a Finance Report for the Committee.  He offered his apologies, and asked the Committee to consider the format of future reports.  The options were to continue with two separate reports (formerly Environmental & Amenities, and Exeter Hall) or to have one combined report.  The Finance Officer’s recommendations were for two reports, as he had concerns that one combined report would be less transparent.
The Committee agreed to continue to receive two reports, but that they were to be renamed as “Buildings” and “Open Spaces”.  There was the possibility of amalgamating them in the future if required.

24. Any Other Business

i) No Smoking Signs

The Committee commented that No Smoking Signs needed to be put up at the Exeter Close Pavilion.  The Community Projects Officer would attend to this.

ii) New Garden of Remembrance

The Clerk circulated some photographs of the improvements made to the new Garden of Remembrance.  Currently only half had been done due to the cost, but the other half would be completed if there was sufficient funds or put into the next year’s budget.  The Committee agreed that a good job had been done.
Chair
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