 Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 13th November 2008


Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)






Cllr S Bird






Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr P Horsley






Cllr Carole Pack 






Cllr D Thompson


Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Garlick, Cllr D Holloway and Cllr T Wyse.


Declaration of Interest:

None.

27. Cherry Close Flooding

As representatives from Thames Water were present to give a presentation on a solution to flooding in Cherry Close, it was agreed to take this item (5) first, followed by item 14 (Finance) as Cllr Rae who had been helping out with the finance following the death of Mr Reynolds (the RFO) was in attendance.

The Chair welcomed Mr Robert Ashiley (Lead Design Engineer from Thames Water), Sonia Rana (Customer Communications Representative from Thames Water), and Mr Peter Mitchell from Bruton Knowles.

It was explained that the Clerk had met with Robert Ashiley 18 months ago.  Part of the land in question in Cherry Close was owned by Kidlington Parish Council, hence why Thames Water needed the Parish Council’s approval to go ahead with the proposed scheme.  Robert Ashiley had offered to come to speak to the committee about Thames Water’s proposals.

The problem of flooding in Cherry Close was a long-standing one, but Thames Water had been unable to commit to an alleviation scheme as they had been paying £150 million towards stopping leakages in London.  OFWAT had recently obligated Thames Water to solve the flooding in Cherry Close by March 2009, and therefore a scheme had been dawn up.

The proposal brought to the committee was to put in an underwater storage tank underneath the Parish Council’s land in Cherry Close.  This would prevent 20/22 houses from flooding.  Cllr Thompson asked if Thames Water could guarantee that the introduction of the tank would prevent flooding, and Robert Ashiley explained that OFWAT specified an alleviation scheme that would take the water from a 15 year storm, and that in fact Thames Water were planning for a 30 year storm.  The scheme had been tested on a computer-generated model and had been proven to work.

The committee were circulated with a plan showing manhole covers and the proposed drainage system in Cherry Close.  Currently all the surface water in Kidlington passes through Cherry Close on its way to the Dogwood pumping station.  When the pipes are already full with water during heavy rain, the water from Cherry Close is unable to enter the system, hence it remains on the surface causing a flood.

Mr Ashiley explained that the idea behind the proposed scheme was to isolate the water from Cherry Close and allow it to drain into the system further down.  The system would be designed to prevent back flow and the underground storage tank would store any additional water without overloading the system.  

This proposal was exclusive to Cherry Close but would improve the drainage in other areas that joined into this system.

Mr Ashiley said that if there were other problems in Kidlington, the Parish council should write to Thames Water.  The Chair reported that Carl Smith who worked for the Parish Council had prepared a comprehensive report on flooding throughout the village and that this would be forwarded to Thames Water.  

The Chair expressed concerns about what the open area of land - under which the water tank was to be stored – would look like when the work was finished.  It was explained that there would be a concreted area at the far end of the land and also a kiosk behind number 8 Cherry Close.  For maintenance reasons, a hard surface was necessary because the tankers involved were very heavy.  It was hoped to be able to use eco blocks to cover the area which would then allow grass to grow to cover the concrete.  

The Chair suggested that the pumping station could be moved nearer to the main road to avoid the concreting of the grassed area and suggested that the tankers could then access the tank by staying on the road.  Robert Ashiley said that this had been considered but that this would involve placing the tank between two houses, which could de-stabilize the foundations.  Furthermore, if the pump was to be moved closer to the road, the control box would be clearly visible on the wall between numbers 6 and 8 Cherry Close.  

He also reported that they had sent out information to all the residents and would continue to meet with them as the project moved forward.  Cllr Betts stated that he thought the scheme had merit but was concerned that after it was completed, the Parish Council could get complaints from residents about the landscaping of the open area.

Ms Rana explained that another option was to secure access to the land via the back area by the garages of the houses, which would decrease the amount of hard standing required.  Peter Mitchell  from Bruton Knowles, who are acting on behalf of Thames Water, explained that this would be a difficult negotiation, as all the householders would have to agree to this.

Cllr Betts asked for a projected timescale, and it was thought that it would take 16 weeks to complete the proposed system.  The intention was to start in mid January and finish in late March or mid April.

Mr Mitchell from Bruton Knowles stated that Thames Water would need a lease for the land from the Parish Council for access and for the kiosk.  Thames Water would have to serve a three month notice before starting the work, but in this case they would ask for early entry.

The Chair asked the committee for its views on the proposal and it was felt by members that the scheme was very necessary but that they would prefer to see the eco block surfacing.   Thames Water agreed to look into this option.  Cllr Betts asked if the Council could view the options appraisal so it could be certain that the proposed scheme was the best option.  Robert Ashiley would forward this to the Clerk.  

The Chair asked that residents were kept fully informed, and Sonia Rana asked if the committee felt that a drop in session for residents would be helpful.  The committee thought this would be a good idea and it was suggested that it could be held in Yarnton Road Social Club, which was located near to Cherry Close.  Ms Rana agreed to try to arrange this and promised to keep the committee informed of any delays or changes to the project.

Cllr Horsely left the meeting at 8.10pm.

28. Finance

i) Finance Report

The Chair thanked Cllr Rae for attending the meeting.  The Committee had been circulated with finance reports for Environmental and Amenities and Exeter Hall, and Cllr Rae talked the members through the figures.

The Environmental and Amenities report showed that currently the committee had underspent by £33, 000 but this was because the landscape contractor had not sent all up to date invoices.  

The Exeter Hall finance report showed that revenue including catering had gone down by £8, 800 but that the budget was currently £12, 000.  The Exeter Hall repairs and renewals fund stood at £29, 000.

The Committee recorded its thanks to Cllr Rae for her hard work.

ii) Budget

The Chair reported that there would be a one off maintenance payment for the third rugby pitch at Stratfield Brake because it was currently being used for football by the teams displaced from Orchard Recreation ground.

The committee queried whether there was enough money in the budget for the purchase of the new burial ground.

The Committee wished to include the renovation of the play area at Park Hill in the forthcoming budget, and the Clerk explained that there was in the region of £20, 000 - £30, 000 from the section 106 contribution from the building of the flats in the High Street which had been earmarked for play equipment at Park Hill.  

It was suggested that there should be a meeting of the buildings sub-committee to discuss using some of the Exeter Hall repairs and renewals budget for repair work.

A short report had also been circulated to explain that a new fence would be required at the Yarnton Road allotments, and indicative prices were about £10, 000.

29. Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 18th September 2008 were agreed and signed as a true record.

30. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th September 2008:

i) Perch Seating in Bus Stops (Minute 19 (i))

Mr Corbett of Primesite Media had agreed to the increase in rental charge from £100 pa to £130 pa and would be erecting further advertising panels.  The Committee agreed to wait until money had been received before ordering the perch seating.

ii) Broadway Parking (Minute 19 (iv))

At the previous meeting the committee had looked at options for the Broadway parking scheme – a one-way system and improved parking.  The committee had questioned the safety of chevron parking on the south of the green space on both sides of the road.  The committee requested that this be looked at again and a possible compromise made.

The matter was raised at the recent Traffic Advisory Committee and the committee’s comments were understood.   The engineers said that it would be possible to have linear/parallel parking on the left side and to retain the three parking spaces.  

The question was raised at the Traffic Advisory Committee regarding double yellow lines along side the verge between the Broadway and the main road.  The engineers advised that a traffic order was necessary to put in the one-way system, and the yellow lines could be included in this.  Cllr Hornsby Smith believed that the people parking in this area were going to Sainsbury’s and if this could be proven, it may be possible to obtain some section 106 money towards the scheme.  There was a legal agreement with Sainsbury’s that meant that a sum was provided to be paid towards measures to alleviate any parking problems that could be directly attributed to Sainsbury’s.

The committee was supportive of Cllr Hornsby Smith pursuing this issue, and was keen to see the one-way system and chevron parking introduced if the Sainsbury’s agreement could be enforced.


31.
Burial Ground Search

RESOLVED that: under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded on the grounds that the following involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 11 of Part 1 of schedule 12A of the Act.

The Council had previously agreed to pursue the possibility of purchasing land.  Bruton Knowles, who are employed by the Council as its agent, had approached the owner of the site.  An onsite meeting had taken place on 4th November between a representative from Savilles, acting on behalf of its owner the Clerk, and the Chair of the Committee.

There was an obligation for the owner to obtain the best price.  Mr Morgan has recommended that the Council put in a bid of for 5 acres to secure the land.  His other recommendation was that the Parish Council should put in a planning application for the land.

Access costs could raise the amount of money involved considerably, and the Council needed to take this into account when considering its bid.  

The Chair and Cllr Chris Pack had been given an indication during a recent meeting at Cherwell District Council that if Kidlington could develop a burial ground with other smaller surrounding villages (for example Islip) then the District Council may be able to make a financial contribution.  The Committee was interested in this and asked for it to be put on the next agenda.

The Committee discussed the issue and agreed to recommend the Council to make an initial bid.  The amount of land could be reduced if necessary to lower the amount paid.

RESOLVED that: in accord with section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, there was no further likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 11 of Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Act.

The public therefore no longer be excluded from the meeting.

32.      Football Development Plan

The Community Projects Officer had circulated the Committee with an update on the Football Development plan.

The work at Orchard Recreation ground has progressed and the ground has now been seeded.  Grass is germinating and drainage will be put in next year.

The swale has been constructed and as a matter of safety we have instructed the fencing contractor (Kidlington Garden Maintenance) had been instructed to progress with the erection of the fencing.  The quotation for this work was £2, 634 plus VAT, which was the cheapest of three quotes received.

Practical completion of the pavilion took place on 7th November.  An official opening party is being planned, but due to time constraints and having to invite dignitaries, this is likely to take place early in the New Year.

An update on the situation was to be put into the Kidlington News.  Thanks were given to the Community Projects Officer, Nicky Marsh.


33.
Kaleidoscope Centre Lease

The Committee had been circulated with an amended version of the lease for the Kaleidoscope Centre.  The centre had been operating for some time without a lease, and the new lease would be for a term of 5 years.

The Committee was supportive of the Kaleidoscope Centre and agreed to the new lease.

It was RESOLVED to suspend standing order 1(a) to allow for the meeting to continue for a further 15 minutes.

34.
Table Tennis

A letter from Kidlington Table Tennis Club had been received asking for a reduction in the agreed hire charge for use of the Exeter Close Pavilion.  They explained that as they had had to commit to hiring other venues for the season, and that the club’s membership was not able to expand until it was making full use of the pavilion, they were not able to pay the £4, 000 per annum rate.

The Committee agreed the following hire charges:

£2, 000 p.a. for the year 2008/9

£3, 000 p.a. for the year 2009/10

£4, 000 p.a. for the year 2010/11

The Committee wanted to be sure that there was a mechanism for increasing the rent and it was agreed that this could be put into the SLA.

35. Kidlington Youth Football Club

The Committee had been circulated with a letter from Kidlington Youth Football Club explaining that they would like to hire Exeter Hall for forthcoming presentation events (see copy attached).  Whilst this good proposal by KYFC was welcomed, there were problems associated with it; the initial problem being that Exeter Hall is only licensed to hold 200 people and whilst KYFC are proposing a marquee to increase capacity, there is no way of ensuring the excess number of people stay in the marquee and do not enter the hall. It would also be difficult to find enough staff to cover this increase in demand for the bar, even if regulations permitted it.

Additional problems are posed by the redevelopment of Exeter Close, as the cycleway/footpath which will commence construction early next year will run directly across the site proposed for the marquee outside the bar.

The Committee considered the proposal carefully and were receptive to the idea in principle.  It was agreed that a meeting be called between Kidlington Youth Football Club, the Clerk, and the Hall Supervisor Bert Gardiner to discuss the proposal further.

36. Project List

An updated Project List had been previously circulated to the Committee for information.  This was noted.

37. Open Spaces Report

The Committee were circulated with an Open Spaces Report.

The trees to the southern side of the tennis courts have had a number of their branches removed to reduce leaf fall onto the court surface.  Work on the 2 courts was due to commence in the next 2-3 weeks.

Due to the Broadway being tarmaced, there was no hole for the Christmas tree to go in the middle (where it has been in past years).  Two concrete sleeves had now been sunk into the ground on the two grass verges at the front of the Broadway, which meant that there would now be two Christmas trees.

The last working day at St Mary’s Fields had a turn out of about 20 volunteers who had carried out fence painting, tree planting, brush clearing etc.  Several people who were walking the fields had stopped to discuss the work being carried out and hopefully would be joining the group.

With the mowing season at the burial ground coming to an end, the ground staff had been given a programme of winter jobs to include cutting back and removal of the ivy on the dry stone walls around the churchyard.  Various trees and bushes need cutting back and there was a considerable amount of hedge work in the allotments.

Due to the closure of Andrews Estate Agents the Parish Council had lost its sponsor for the Christmas Lights schools’ poster competition.  Andrews gave each school £50.00 and a small gift to the first, second and third in each school.  The schools had been written to in order to explain this situation, but that the Parish Council would donate £25.00.  Kidlington library had agreed to display the winning posters and a selection of the runners up.  The main focus this year for the switch on would be the carols, brass band and charity stalls.  Large fairground rides were felt to be inappropriate for the evening.

The firework display was as always a great success with a turn out of over 2, 000 people.  There had been light rain nearly all day, but the weather for the display was better than on the surrounding weekends!

The Rugby Club had expressed concern about the display being on the rugby pitches. The Open Spaces Manager had attempted to minimise the problems the display might cause.  The pitches were completely fenced off, and the ground staff had carried out a major litter clearance - not just the debris from the display but all the litter around the site.  Lee had carried out a pitch inspection with Liam King – representing the rugby club - on Friday morning (7th November) to confirm that the pitches were clear of all debris.  Liam had also expressed his concern that the display had been on the rugby pitch side, and Lee had explained that one of the most important issues to keep the evening running safely is that the floodlights are kept on until 6.55 pm, switched off for display and then turned back on for the crowds leaving the area.  Liam also acknowledged that if the crowd was to stand on the southern side (the foyer entrance to the pavilion) then the pavilion itself obscures the floodlights.

38. Stratfield Brake Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Stratfield Brake Committee held on 29th October 2008 were circulated for information only.

39. Any Other Business

None.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.

Chair.
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