Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 17th April 2008


Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)






Cllr J Garlick






Cllr P Horsley






Cllr C Robins (arrived at 7.40pm) 


Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Carole Pack and Cllr Tracey Wyse.


Declaration of Interest: none.
70. Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 24h January 2008 were agreed and signed as a true record with the following amendment: -

Page 1 – Declaration of Interest “Cllr J Garlick reported an interest in item 9 – Exeter Close Project – as she worked for the Kaleidoscope Centre” was changed to “ Cllr J Garlick reported an interest in item 9 – Exeter Close Project – as she was the Chair of the Advisory Group for the Kaleidoscope Centre”.

71. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th January2008:

i) Perch Seating in Bus Shelters (Minute 57 (ii))

Both Queensbury and Abacus had been approached for quotations on the insertion of perch seating in the previously identified bus shelters.  Abacus had responded that they were no longer selling bus shelters and therefore could not offer seating.  Queensbury reported that they could fit perch seating into both their own and Abacus shelters.

The cost of a perch seat for a Queensbury Shelter was £75.00 per metre, with the shelters being 3 – 4 metres in length.  Seating for the Abacus shelters would have to be free standing, which was again £75.00 per metre plus an additional £75.00 per seat for “digging in”. There was a further charge of £135.00 per visit for any number of sites.

Eight sites had been identified as requiring seating, and with the exception of that at Kidlington airport, all sites were used by a mixed of ages. It was estimated that to put seats in all identified stops would cost in the region of £2, 000 - £2, 500.   It was noted that the stop at Garden City was actually owned by the County Council, who had erected it when the bus lane adjacent to Sainsbury’s was put in.   It would not be possible to put a seat in this shelter.
The Committee AGREED that it was desirable to fit seating in 6 of the identified stops, excluding the airport and Garden City and to consult with the Finance Officer, Les Reynolds about where the money could be taken from.

ii) Canal Syphon (Minute 57 (iii))

It was reported that Carl Smith was currently unavailable at this time to provide an update, but the situation would continue to be monitored.

iii) Green Gym (Minute 57 (v))

Paul Forrest-Jamieson had been asked for an update on when the Green Gym would start in Kidlington, but no response had been received.

iv) Broadway Redesign Parking Issues (Minute 57 (vi))

An update had been requested from Ashley Prior (Oxfordshire County Council Highways Department) and Tony Brummell (Cherwell District Council) but no response had been received.

Cllr Robins noted that there was a deadline of June (at the next Traffic Advisory Committee) for presentation of the revised design.

72. Broadway Redesign 

The Committee ratified the “in-principle” decision to proceed with the work to the front area of the Broadway at a cost of £30, 000.

A further estimate of £3, 635.50 had been provided by Cherwell District Council for work on the crossed path at the rear of the Broadway.  This involved lifting the slabs and relaying them.  A bill of quantities had been provided as part of the estimate and Cllr Horsley stated that in his opinion the quantities were conservative and questioned whether they would be enough to do a substantive job.

The Committee thought a repair was absolutely necessary and that it needed to be long-lasting and of a good standard.  As it was a repair, it would come out of the “Repairs and Renewals” budget.

The Committee wanted to proceed with this work, but requested further clarification of exactly what the estimate included.

73. Burial Ground

i) Revision of Rules and Regulations

The Committee had been circulated with a revision of the Rules and Regulations for the Burial Ground.  The revision to the existing version was:

In the Garden of Remembrance sections 1, 2 and 3 flat or wedge cremation tablets only allowed to a maximum size of 15” X 15” x42 high.  In the Old Garden of Remembrance cremation tablets only allowed to a maximum of 18” X 15” X 15” high.

The Committee approved this revision.

ii) Burial Ground Search

The burial ground search had been an agenda item at the previous Full Council Meeting.  The Council had requested further clarification from the Environment Agency on its views on the matter, but on looking back at her records, the Clerk had noted previous responses that had backed up the results from the borehole trials.  She thought that the Environment Agency would not have anything fresh to add to the debate.  

Cllr Betts thought that the Parish Council should instruct the consultant to put in planning applications for both sites, as this would be required before either plot of land could be purchased.  This would ensure that progress was being made.

The Committee therefore AGREED that the Consultant should be asked to put in planning applications for both possible sites.

74. Exeter Close Pavilion

The Committee had been circulated with an update on the Exeter Close Pavilion.  A pre contract meeting had been held on 9th April with the architect, Nick Turner, and the chosen constructors, Kingerlee.

A construction programme was now in place, with work due to commence on 6th May and scheduled to conclude on 27th October 2008.  Once the building work had started, the Community Projects Officer would have regular meetings with the builders and would report back as necessary to the Committee.

There may be some impact on the Table Tennis and Football Clubs at the beginning of the 08/09 season but there was an on going dialogue with the Community projects Officer and the Clerk to ensure that potential problems were resolved as early as possible.

75. Football Development Plan

The Committee was circulated with an update on the Football development plan. Andrew Barnes of Sacha Barnes Associates had been appointed as the supervisor for the ground works.  He will make site visits and oversee the work being done by Agripower.  It was hoped that Agripower would start work as soon as possible so the spring seeding window would not be missed.  A contract had been prepared by the Community Projects Officer and was ready for signature.

There had been a slight delay in the start of the programme, and there had been additional issues with drainage at Orchard Recreation Ground, which now seemed to have been resolved.

Letters had gone out to all residents surrounding the parks involved to inform them of what would be happening and when it would be taking place.

76. Exeter Close Project

It was confirmed that SEEDA had awarded the Parish Council £120, 000 toward the Exeter Close Project.  The working group led by Cllr Chris Pack would be reconvened to move the project forward.

77. Primesite Media

The Committee was circulated with correspondence relation to Primesite Media’s contract with the Parish Council for advertising in the bus shelters.   

Primesite Media had informed the Clerk that it would be exercising its right under the current contract to place advertisements at a further five agreed bus shelters, in addition to the two currently being used.  Each bus shelter (with two panels) brought in £200 per shelter.

The company had also offered a new arrangement with the Parish Council, under which rent would not be paid for advertising, but instead the bus shelters would be maintained by Primesite Media instead of the Parish Council.

The Committee considered this offer carefully, but agreed that as the bus shelters were insured by the Parish Council, the expenditure in the upkeep would be considerably less than the gain that would be made from the increase in rental.  

Cllr Robins proposed that the increase in returns from the rental could be used towards the cost of the perch seating.

The Committee AGREED that Primesite Media be written to and informed that they did not wish to alter the current agreement but were happy to allow the company to exercise its right to erect further advertisements for the term of the agreement.

It had been noted that the rental had never been increased, and therefore the Committee also AGREED that Primesite Media should be given written notice that the rent would be increased in line with inflation.

78. Parking on Grass Verges

The Committee had previously been circulated with copies of letters from Mrs Laitt of 318 Oxford Road and Ashley Prior of Oxfordshire County Council Highways Authority.  The Clerk had been copied in on this dialogue.

Mrs Laitt had raised concerns about parking on grass verges along the service road, particularly outside the chemist and post office and just before the road joined the roundabout. She thought that it left little room for passing traffic.  

The response from Mr Prior stated that this was not considered a safety issue as “The main criterion for the assessment is recorded injury accidents.  There are no such accidents along the service road”.

Cllr Garlick reported that she was particularly disappointed with Mr Prior’s response as 3 weeks after the date of his letter (11th March), her husband had witnessed a cyclist lying on the path, having apparently been knocked off of his bicycle.  Cllr Horsley also stated that he had witnessed accidents in the service road.

The Committee agreed that the service road did have some dangers, of which parking was a contributory factor. 

It was AGREED to refer the matter to the next meeting of the Traffic Advisory Committee and to recommend that bollards be put in place on the verge.

79. Garden of Remembrance

Further to the completion of work by Continental Landscapes at the new Garden of Remembrance, it was necessary to consider how memorial plaques could be displayed – the Garden of Remembrance had been designed with this in mind.

The Open Spaces Manager, who had been concerned that there would not be enough space for disabled access, had now advised against the original idea of a wide-based bird bath.  He suggested instead that a small-based object such as a sundial would be a suitable feature instead.  However, it obviously would not be a suitable place to site memorial plaques.

The other original idea was to have kerb stones to which plaques could be attached, but quotes were very expensive.

A good alternative option to was to erect a sturdy wooden arbour (as in the old Garden of Remembrance) to which plaques could be fixed.  A quotation for a good quality arbour had been received at approximately £1, 800.00.

Alternatively, or in addition, benches could be placed around the Garden of Remembrance and plaques could be fixed along the back.  There would be space for approximately ten or twelve plaques per bench.  It would also rectify the current situation in which people very often ask to put a bench in the Garden of Remembrance and then choose one of poor quality and short lifespan.  

The recommended bench for the Garden of Remembrance is a 6ft teak bench at a cost of £549.00.

Plaques would be available to the Parish Council (including engraving) at a cost of £32.50.  These would then be sold to the public at around £60 per plaque.  This would cover the cost of the plaque and a contribution towards the bench.  This price was competitive within the market.

The Committee AGREED to purchase one bench with the intention of installing more in the future.  The arbour would be put into the budget for the next year.

It was also noted that the existing arbour in the old Garden of Remembrance was in need of some attention.

80. Tennis Courts (Refurbishment)

The refurbishment of the tennis courts was part of the Exeter Close project as presented to SEEDA.  

In November 2007, the Open Spaces Manager and the Community Projects Officer met with three contractors on site at the tennis courts to seek quotations for this work.  

It was necessary to appoint a contractor, in order for preparations to be made for the work to commence as soon as the pavilion construction was finished at the end of October.  This would give the courts a good period of hardening off over the winter before they would be played on again in the Spring/Summer of 2009.

Chiltern Sports Contractors had given a price of £14, 110.00 but they did not supply fencing, which required replacing.

The other two contractors, Sports Courts UK Ltd and Anglia and Midland Sports Surfaces had comparable pricing, the former being £24, 097.00 and the latter being £24, 786.00.  Both included fencing.  

The Committee were recommended to accept the quotation from Sports Courts UK, as the Open Spaces Manager and Community Projects Officer had been impressed by the standard of service offered. 

It was explained that the Community Projects Officer would be applying for a grant of £10, 000 from Cherwell District Council towards the tennis courts, and as they would be over marked for multi-use, it was hoped it would be successful.

It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Sports Courts UK with a view to the work commencing when the pavilion building is finished.

81. Open Spaces Report

The Committee was circulated with an Open Spaces Report, which was noted.

Cllr Betts asked for Park Hill Play area to be put on the agenda for the next meeting.  He thought that it was in need of refurbishment.  It was noted that this was on the project list.


82.
Project List

The Committee had previously been circulated with an updated version of the Project List.  It was requested that the Project List be out on the agendas for Full Council meetings in the future for information, and that an abridged version be added to the website.
83.
Stratfield Brake Committee

The Committee was circulated with the most recent minutes from the meetings of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee for information only.

The Chair reported that the Rugby Club had finally signed the Service Level Agreement.

84. Finance Report

The Committee had been circulated with a Finance Report to the end of February.  It was noted that the Committee had overspent, and that £13, 000 of this was related to Stratfield Brake.

It was also noted that the income for Exeter Hall was down, but that this was due to the bar receipts being less than anticipated.  The predicted bar income may have to be revised in future if the current trend continued.

85. Risk Analysis

The Committee noted the previously circulated Risk Analysis Report, of which a substantial part was composed of community related issues.

The Committee and its members needed to have some “ownership” of the risk analysis, and it was decided that members should take time to read the documentation and that any questions and comments should be brought to the next Committee meeting.

The Committee also thought that the Policy Committee needed to decide how this issue should be dealt with.

86. Staffing

The Clerk reported that the Finance Officer had raised concerns over catering cost, which he thought were too high.

The Clerk explained that the catering staff carried out caretaking duties as well as preparing catering, and were flexible about when they were prepared to work, often covering for other staff if required.  

It was thought that catering should not be regarded in isolation, but as part of a service that made Exeter Hall a more attractive venue.  The Clerk stated that she thought the staff were providing good value for money.

The Committee agreed that this could be revisited at a later date if necessary.

87. Any Other Business

It had been noted that the Royal British Legion had requested a concession for use of Exeter Hall for the Remembrance Day concert.  It had been agreed last year that this was something that would be granted annually without a specific request being made, but Cllr Betts thought that perhaps the Parish Council, should give a grant for the cost of the hall hire, rather than concessionary use. 

The Lunch Club, Charity Bingo and the Evergreens also had concessionary rates that had been arranged a long time ago.

The Clerk noted that the Finance Officer always included such concessions in his Section 137 reports (grants).

Chair
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