Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 18th September 2008


Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)






Cllr S Bird






Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr D Holloway






Cllr Carole Pack 






Cllr D Thompson


Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Garlick, Cllr S Holloway and Cllr Tracey Wyse.


Declaration of Interest: none.

18.
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 26th June 2008 were agreed and signed as a true record.

19.       Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th April 

           2008:

i)  Perch Seats in Bus Stop (Minute 2 (i))

The Clerk reported that Cllr Robins who had previously sat on the Committee had informed the Council at the Full Council meeting of 10th September that the Community Committee had agreed to purchase perch seating for selected bus stops.  This was to be funded by increasing the rental charge to Primesite Media (from £100 p.a. to £130 p.a per panel).  The Clerk had written to Mr Corbett of Primesite Media informing him of this and that he would be permitted to put in two extra panels, but had not yet received a response.

ii) Canal Syphon (Minute 2 (ii))

The Committee was circulated with a report from Carl Smith updating on the ditch-clearing situation at Stratfield Brake.  Mr Smith was still pressing for the Woodland Trust to clear their section of the ditch and also for the drainage into the canal to be cleaned out.   The Committee would be kept informed of any further progress.

iii) Presentation on Parish Council Responsibilities under the NERC (Natural Environment and Rural Communities) Act of 2006 (Minute 3)

The Chair was anxious not to lose sight of the issues highlighted by Cynth Napper in her presentation to the Committee.  Cllr Pack reported that an Ecologist from Cherwell District Council was coming to visit St.Mary’s Fields and give advice, and that she would report back to the Committee on this matter.

Cllr Pack and Cllr Bird agreed that ecological and environmental issues were always taken into account when looking at planning applications  

One suggestion made in the presentation was that the Council could create bye laws to preserve bio-diversity, but the Clerk and Chair noted that the Parish Council had no power to enforce bye laws.

It was agreed that the Parish Council was already putting into place many of the suggestions made in the presentation. 

iv)
Broadway Parking Scheme (Minute 8)

The updated scheme for parking at the Broadway had not yet been received from Cherwell District Council and the Oxfordshire County Council Highways.  There would be a Traffic Advisory Committee on 4th November, and it was hoped that this would see a resolution.

v) Magpies (Minute 9)

It was reported that there had been a few problems at the start of the new term for Magpies at Exeter Hall, but these were felt to be “teething problems” and the Parish Council was fully prepared to work with the group to resolve any issues.  Magpies is a valued client of Exeter Hall, and all were looking forward to moving to the new pavilion on its completion.

vi) Open Spaces and Buildings Sub Committees (Minute 10)

The Clerk reported that the new Cherwell District  “One Stop Shop” had now opened.

Cllr Chris Pack would be reconvening both sub groups as the Exeter Close project progressed.

20.      Burial Ground Search

The Committee had been circulated with a report to update on the burial ground search.  As site three had not been a suitable location for a new burial ground due to the high ground water levels, Bruton Knowles had been instructed to progress matters on site 10 (i.e. site negotiations and planning).

Andrew Morgan of Bruton Knowles had advised that negotiation on the site should be commenced prior to submission of a planning application.  He had written to the land owner’s agent and asked for communications to start.  The owner of the land was a registered charity, which meant that they would be obliged to maximise the profit from any sale.  However, as it was Green Belt land, it was felt that it would be valued as agricultural land.

It was essential that this matter progressed as quickly as possible as space was becoming increasingly short in the existing burial ground.

21.       Football Development Plan

The Community Projects Officer explained that the Policy Committee had agreed to proceed with an alternative method of work at Orchard Recreation Ground.  Lighter machines were being used but this would take longer and as a result would cost significantly more.  There was no alternative but to proceed as the ground needed to be seeded in the next few weeks in order for it to be ready for the 2009/10 football season.

The Parish Council had hired two portaloos for Exeter Close as the boys were playing there, although the adults were not.

The Committee asked if the pavilion building was on target and the Community Projects Officer explained that she was due to have a site meeting the following Monday, but that currently the building was on target for completion at the end of October.

The Chair asked if there would be an official opening for the pavilion and it was confirmed that there would be an opening to which the funding partners would be invited.

22.     Kidlington Recreational Trust

A letter had been received from the Secretary of the Recreational Trust thanking the Parish Council for its £500 contribution for the car park drainage project at Yarnton Road.  It was explained that part of the planning requirement was that detailed drawings should be submitted and this has meant that a surveyor had been employed – an unforeseen expense.  Therefore the Trust Secretary had asked if the Committee was prepared to cover this additional expense, which was £250.00.  As the planning application had cost less than expected at £90, it was in effect a net increase of £160.00.

The Chair pointed out that tenants of the Yarnton Road Allotments also used the car park.

It was agreed to grant an additional £250.00 to the Recreational Trust.

23.     Risk Analysis

The Chair and the Community Projects Officer had worked on the action plan from the risk analysis, and had found that there were only three outstanding items.  One related to the Parish Ranger recording inspections for street furniture and arranging maintenance as required.  The Clerk reported that this was being done by Jayne Hancox.

The second item related to litter and it was recommended that the Council develop a policy for dealing with this type of anti social behaviour.  It was reported that the Open Spaces Manager now had better lines of communication with the PCSOs and the Committee agreed that the policy was to communicate any problems to the police and to work with the appropriate agencies.

During the discussion on how to deal with the outstanding issues, Cllr Bird asked if there could be a “Frequently Asked Questions” page added to the website so that parishioners could use it as a primary source of reference rather than ringing the Parish Council about issues which may actually be more correctly referred to the Highways Department or District Council, for example.  It was also thought that it would be useful to have some type of link to the PCSOs.

24.      Project List

An updated project list had been circulated at the Full Council Meeting on 11th September as had been requested by the Committee.  It was suggested that perhaps there could be a “Major Projects Section” added to the website and the Community Projects Officer agreed to ask if this was possible.

25.      Open Spaces Report

The Committee was circulated with an Open Spaces report from the Open Spaces Manager and the Parish Ranger.  It was reported that the Gala Day had been a success despite not being able to use the grassed area of Exeter Close.  The Committee commented that they hoped to see a return to more open-air activities next year.

Planning for the annual fireworks display at Stratfield Brake was underway and the display would again be set to music.  The Secretarial Assistant, Carole Sheppard, had asked if any Councillors would be able to help on the evening of the display (5th November) and to let her know as soon as possible.

The plans for the Christmas Lights Switch on were also underway.

The Ground Staff had been working hard and their contribution had been commended in the In Bloom report.

There had been no vandalism in the play areas and little in the parks.  Some maintenance had been carried out by Park Leisure at Ron Groves.

It was also reported that a resident of Cherry Close had complained about rats from Yarnton Road allotment entering his garden.  Lee Hancox had investigated how this could be dealt with but had taken advice from British Waterways who had concerns about live baiting in an area where water voles lived.  The situation would be monitored.

26.         Finance Report

A finance report was circulated and noted.

Thanks were given to Cllr Devena Rae who had produced the report in the absence of the Finance Officer, Les Reynolds.

27.       Any Other Business

i)  Oxford Waste Partnership

Due to the success of the installation of the recycling bins at bus stops in the Cherwell area, Gabi Kaiser, Recycling Officer at Cherwell District Council, had contacted the Parish Council to seek their support for a new scheme.  The scheme would see every family in the Cherwell area provided with two blue sacks over the Christmas period for recycling.  Further sacks would also be available from public places such as Exeter Hall.  Ms Kaiser asked for the Committee’s approval to confirm them as a partner when making her application for funding to the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership.  The Committee thought this to be a commendable idea and were happy for the Parish Council to be listed as a supporting organisation.

Chair
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