Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 24th January 2008

 
Present:


Cllr J Garlick (Chair)





Cllr S Hepworth





Cllr P Horsley





Cllr Carole Pack





Cllr C Robins





Cllr T Wyse

 
Apologies:

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr D Betts and Cllr D Holloway.

 
Declaration of Interest:-

 
Cllr J Garlick reported an interest in item 9 – Exeter Close Project – as she worked for the Kaleidoscope Centre.

 

56.
Minutes:

 
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8th November 2007 were agreed and signed as a true record with the following amendment:-

 
Page 4, minute 46 – “set precedence” was changed to “set a precedent”.

 

57.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th November 2007:-

 
i)                    Broadway Redesign (Minute 42 (i))

 
The Clerk reported that further to the Parish Council’s plans to refurbish the Broadway, tenders had been received.  The Parish Council had initially budgeted £15, 000 for the work, but had been advised that the estimated cost (including the use of tarmac rather than paving to keep costs down) would be in the region of £28, 000.  The lowest tender received was well over budget.

 
The Committee acknowledged that the Broadway was in a  bad state, and that the paths were particularly hazardous.  Consideration had been given to removing the pathways but this would then involve removing the tactile pavement at the ends which would incur additional costs.  Cllr Hepworth thought that the path should be retained.  Cllr Horsley questioned as to why vehicles (such as those watering the flowers) were driving onto the paths in the first place, as this caused damage.  They had been asked not to do so many times, and if it could be proved that certain vehicles were damaging the surface, their respective governing bodies (such as the District Council) should be made to pay for any repairs.

 
Cllr Pack explained that the new tarmac would be reinforced so that it would be able to take the weight of a vehicle. There had been thoughts of installing bollards to prevent vehicles driving onto the pathways, but it had been thought that they might drive onto the grass instead, causing damage to that area.  Furthermore, the delivery of the Christmas tree necessitated a vehicle driving onto the area, as otherwise it would have to be lifted in by crane.

 
The Committee agreed that the area needed the planned improvements, and Cllr Robins suggested that new quotations were sought, with any increase in cost taken out of the reserves.  The Committee thought this to be a good idea, and agreed to go out to tender again.

 
ii)                  Perch Seats in Bus Stops (Minute 42 (iv))

 
The Committee was circulated with a report from Cllr Robins recommending the best locations for perch seating in bus stops.  His recommendations were:-

 
Kidlington Airport,
Garden City,
Gosford Hill,
Springfield Road,
Andersons Close,
Yarnton Road (both stops),
Churchill Road,
in all cases travelling towards Oxford

 
The Clerk would seek quotations from the two companies who installed the bus shelters.  If the cost proved to be very high, Cllr Robins would look again at the list for priorities.

 
iii)                Canal Syphon (Minute 42 (iv))

 
The Clerk reported that the work to the canal syphon had been completed.  However, she had met with Carl Smith and an engineer from Thames Water a few days previously, as the water company had proposals to prevent flooding in Cherry Close.  Carl Smith believed that the whole water system from Stratfield Brake to Garden City was connected and that the water was getting past the headwall at Stratfield Brake and was consequently being pushed back into Garden City rather than draining away.

 
There were disputes over which agency had responsibility between the County Council and Thames Water.  The water system on the Garden City estate had not been adopted by Thames Water, whilst the County Highways felt that if it got involved it would set a precedent.  

 
Carl Smith was continuing to work with all parties to resolve the situation.

 
iv)                New Year’s Eve Dance (Minute 42 (vi))

 
It was reported that the New Year’s Eve Dance, run for the second year by the Red Cross, had seen a poor attendance.  Only 78 people had attended the event (the optimum number being 200).    The Red Cross had made a profit of £1, 500 but this was less than the previous year. 

 
Cllr Robins asked what the cost to the Parish Council was.  The Clerk reported that she had not yet had final figures from the Finance Officer, but the bar only took a few hundred pounds.  Staffing levels had been lower than the previous year.  It was believed that the Parish Council had either broken even or made a small loss.

 
The Community Projects Officer said that she had personally advertised the event on many websites, and that the Red Cross had advertised in the local press and on local radio. 

 
The Committee considered if the evening should run next year and agreed to ask the Red Cross its views and to canvass public opinion via a questionnaire at the next Gala Day.

 
v)                  Green Gym (Minute 42 (vii))

 
The Committee was circulated with a report from Paul Forrest- Jamieson.  He was still extremely positive about bringing the scheme to Kidlington, and said that it was “top of (his) list of big projects” and that it was a “question of when rather than if” the scheme would commence.  He would continue to try to source funding for the project, which was the only delay at the current time.

 
vi)                Broadway Redesign – Parking Issues (Minute 44)

 
The Parish Council was still awaiting a response from the Highways Department and Cherwell District Council on the potential of a modification of the proposed parking scheme at the Broadway.  Cllr Robins hoped to have a response by the next Traffic Advisory Meeting in June.

 
vii)              Fair at Exeter Close (Minute 46)

 
The Clerk confirmed that consultation of the residents in affected households would be undertaken early this year.

 


58.
Exeter Hall Hire Charges

 
The Committee was circulated with proposed increases to hire charges for Exeter Hall for both commercial and non-commercial,  as suggested by the Finance Officer.

 
The Committee agreed the hire charges but increased the charge of non-commercial full use of the kitchen to £70 from the current £66.

 

59.
Burial Ground Charges

 
The Committee was circulated with the Finance Officer’s recommended increase in charges for the burial ground.

 
The Committee agreed these increases.

 

60.
Exeter Close Pavilion

 
The Committee had been circulated with an update on the Exeter Close pavilion project by Nicky Marsh, Community Projects Officer.  The Parish Council had now received an offer of a grant of £303, 599 from the Football Foundation, meaning that the Parish Council had been successful in obtaining all the funding applied for.

 
Tender documentation for the pavilion building had been sent out the previous week and tenders were due to be returned by 11th February.  The Council would then consider the architect’s tender evaluation report at the Extraordinary Meeting on 21st February.  The building would hopefully commence in May.

 
A meeting had been arranged with Agripower, who were the contractors appointed to do the ground works on 12th February with a view to this work commencing in March.  The first phase of pitch work would be carried out at Stratfield Brake, Exeter Close and Park Hill, with Orchard Recreation Ground and Ron Groves commencing in the second year.
 

61.
Burial Ground Search

 
The Committee had been circulated with a copy of the narrative report from Cotswold Geotech on the site to the north of the existing burial ground i.e. “land north of the Moors”.  The Clerk had hoped to have a report from Andrew Morgan of the consultant Bruton Knowles analysing the results, but this had not yet arrived.

 
The situation was difficult as it looked as though to proceed with this site may require the use of concrete liners.  Furthermore, one of the boreholes had collapsed and this had led to concern about graves collapsing when dug.  The Clerk had, however, reminded the consultant that graves were only dug to single depth, as this could have a bearing on his report.  It would be possible to dig double depth at the other potential site for a new burial ground.

There were also time restraints to consider as a site needed to be put into the District Council’s LDF.

 
The Committee discussed the options, and felt that the issue was very emotive.  The Committee felt that it did not have enough information about the use of concrete liners to make a decision on the potential use of these at the land north of The Moors.

 
The Committee therefore agreed to call a public meeting at which the consultant would be asked to give a presentation, and to recommend that both possible sites be out into the LDF.

 

62.
Exeter Close Project

 
The Committee was circulated with an update on the Exeter Close Project.  The project was multi phase with the first being the Pavilion Project.  The consultant who had carried out the Healthcheck, Julian Owen, was currently putting together a bid for a maximum of £120, 000 from SEEDA – although it is possible that the money might be shared between more than one town.  The first stage of this was for a presentation to be made by Cllr Chris Pack on 21st February to the Oxfordshire Market Towns Network.  If this was successful, the bid would be taken to the next stage at which it would be considered by a regional panel.  

 
Meetings had been held with the District and County Councils, and this had resulted in a “scribble plan” of the Exeter Close site being produced.  This would then help the production of a landscaping scheme, which was being undertaken by Jeremy Sacha of Sacha Barnes Associates. 

 
If the Parish council is successful in its application for a grant, this money could then go directly into the pavilion project, allowing Parish Council funds to be diverted into phase two of the project – the One Stop Shop.

 
Cherwell District Council is currently trialling a One Stop Shop at Bodicote House, and if this is successful, it is likely that Kidlington would be the next place to have one.  A decision is due on this in April. 

 
The Clerk and Cllr Chris Pack had visited Burgess Hill Town Council, where they have a type of One Stop Shop called a “Help Point”. The Help Point offers a variety of services to the public and this is the type of One Stop Shop that Kidlington Parish Council would be pushing to see.  There would be a surgery style timetable with access to not only Parish and District Councils but Age Concern, Citizens advice etc.


63.
Open Spaces Report

 
The Committee had been circulated with an Open Spaces Report from Lee Hancox (Open Spaces Manager) and the Parish Ranger, Jayne Hancox.

 
It was reported that the Christmas Lights Switch On had again been a successful event.  Cllrs Garlick and Wyse had attended and both had thought the more traditional style of event with carols and fair rides only for children was an improvement.  It had been very busy.  The Committee expressed disappointment at the fact that the Co-Op Supermarket would no longer display the posters from the children’s Christmas colouring competition.

 
The parks and play areas had experienced no problems other than some standing water as a result of the recent rain.

 
Lee Hancox had taken a greater role in helping the Secretarial Assistant to manage the allotment sites in the village.  Rents had seen a small increase and unused plots were being cleared to encourage more use.

 
Mr Hancox had also been supervising the ground staff, helping them to make more effective use of their time.

 
The Entertainments Committee was beginning to plan the current year’s Events, particularly the Gala day. 

 

64.
Project List

 
The Committee had previously been circulated with an updated version of the Project List.  The main changes were to the Exeter Close project, Pavilion and Football Development Plan.

 
The Committee asked for the installation of a bird bath and plaques in the new Garden of Remembrance to be pursued and the Community Projects Officer agreed to speak to the Open Spaces Manager about this.

Agreed – to remove the skate park and motorcycle track from the current list.  The Council had a very full list of projects to achieve at the moment and it did not wish to raise expectations that these might be achieved in the short term.  They could be reinstated if necessary in the future.

 

65.
Sterling Road – Existing Double Yellow Lines

 
A letter had been received from Peter Brice, Senior Traffic Technician at Oxfordshire Highways, reporting that he had been contacted by Mrs Crone of 34 Sterling Road requesting the removal of the existing double yellow lines along her side of the road.

 
He thought that it may attract unwanted parking but said that the request could be considered if there was support from the Parish Council and Cherwell District Council.

 
The Committee shared his view that it could bring more unwanted parking to the village and as it had not been explained why Mrs Crone wanted the double yellow lines to be removed, declined to support her request. 

 

66.
Play and Sports Seminar for Town and Parish Councils

 
Committee members were asked if any of them would be interested in attending a Play and Sports Seminar on 14th May at Steeple Aston.  Cllr Hepworth volunteered and it was suggested that the Open Spaces Manager may also want to attend.  Spaces were to be reserved.

 

67.
Stratfield Brake Minutes

 
The Committee was circulated with the most recent minutes from the meetings of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee for information only.

 
The Committee noted that there had been significant problems with the pumps at the site as the flooding last June had caused them to stop working.  The District Council insured the building and it had only been agreed in the last two weeks that the cost of new pumps could be claimed from the insurance policy.  As a result of the length of time it had taken Cherwell District Council to resolve this issue, a bill in the region of £4, 000 had accumulated from a company employed to empty the tank on a twice weekly basis.   The Clerk was pressing for Cherwell District Council to pay this bill.

 

68.
Finance Report

 
The Committee received two finance reports from the Finance Officer – one for Exeter Hall and one for Environmental and Amenities.  Cllr Robins queried whether the Stratfield Brake account included also showed Gosford and Water Eaton Parish Council’s contribution, and the Clerk thought that it did.

 

69.
Any Other Business

 
i)                    Cherwell District Council Recreation Strategy Action Plan 2007/8

 
The Committee was circulated with a copy of the Cherwell District Council Recreation Strategy Action Plan 2007/8 for information and further discussion at the next meeting.  The Parish Council needed to know what was required of it, and the item would be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

 
ii)                  NAG Meeting

 
Cllr Hepworth reported that she had attended the most recent meeting of the NAG (Neighbourhood Action Group) as the Parish Council’s representative.   Various youth related issues had been raised as a result of canvassing local young people’s opinions; these included the Forum being open at weekends, an arcade, and a cafe which opened late at night.  There had also been a request for Youth Discos at Exeter Hall, but the Clerk explained that this would be very difficult because youngsters would have to be searched for alcohol.  Furthermore, discos run at the Forum in the past lost £1, 000 in the final year. Cllr Hepworth would discuss these issues with the local Youth Workers, Lee and Jayne Hancox.

 
The Police had reported that the newly installed “compass” area at Watts Way was being used as a football pitch in the evenings, possibly because the lighting was so good.  They had asked if the lighting could be reduced in this area and improved on the tennis courts (which would be improved as part of the Exeter Close project).  The Clerk responded that the reason for the quality of the lighting in Watts Way was that the CCTV cameras required it in order to capture good images.

 
The police had also raised concern about the dark alleyway next to the Forresters Hall entrance adjacent to Tesco supermarket.  They had asked if the Parish Council would write to Tesco about improving this.  The Committee thought that this was actually a police issue and not a Parish Council issue.  Cllr Hepworth would report back to the NAG accordingly.

 
The Nag had also discussed speeding through the village.  There were plans to put up a moveable sign to show cars how fast they were travelling for a day, this being followed up by a police speed camera trap on the following day.

 
The meeting closed at 9.25pm.

 
Chair.
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