Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 26th June 2008


Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)






Cllr J Garlick






Cllr S Bird






Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr D Holloway






Cllr P Horsley






Cllr Carole Pack 


Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr D Thompson and Cllr Tracey Wyse.


Declaration of Interest: none.

1. Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th April 2008 were agreed and signed as a true record.

2. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th April 2008:

i) Perch Seats in Bus Stops (Minute 71 (i))

The Community Projects Officer had spoken to the Finance Officer about financing the perch seating in bus stops.  He has expressed concern that this year there was significant financial expenditure falling on the Council, particularly as some of the larger projects had come in over budget.

The Committee therefore decided that the perch seating should be reviewed later in the financial year.

ii) Canal Syphon (Minute 71 (ii))

The Committee received a report from Carl Smith providing an update on the drainage of the central ditch at Stratfield Brake.  The Woodland Trust had been asked to clean out their section of the ditch, but the response had been that they were happy with the current condition.

Even if this ditch was cleared, water could still be held back by the down stream ditch alongside the Oxford canal and also at the syphon and beyond the outfall, along the adjoining ditch and then downstream to Kingsbridge Brook.

There is a query between Oxfordshire County Council and British Waterways as to the ownership of this ditch.  It is understood that this issue is under discussion but there is no resolution at present and it is probably a low priority issue for the agencies involved.

However, there is a need for further action as the canal bank is unstable and leaking in places at present.  There is also a need to check on the condition of the overflow pipe.

The Canal syphon had been cleaned out and renovated last year by British Waterways, and it is believed that the syphon now works efficiently.  However, it is not known how deep the water has to rise in the ditch alongside the canal before the syphon operates.    This may have an effect on the recreation ground drainage central ditch.

A planning application for a 97 berth boat marina had been made (although since withdrawn), and the developer had offered to clear out the ditch.  However, the cleaning out of the ditch to the Kingsbridge Brook had not been mentioned.

Carl Smith would continue to press the relevant authorities to clean out the ditch and the Kingsbridge brook.

iii) Green Gym (Minute 71 (iii))

The Committee had been circulated with an e-mail from Paul Forrest-Jameson.  It explained the BTCV had been encourage to submit an application to “Access for Nature” for funding and that Kidlington’s Green Gym could be included as part of a larger application.

The Clerk had also received information the previous day explaining that there was a possible source of funding under the “Healthy Towns” initiative.  Towns – Kidlington would fall into this category – were invited to develop healthy initiatives and the Green Gym could be considered as such.  There might also be the possibility of funding for new cycle ways.

The Committee now received at presentation from Cynth Napper of the Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum.

3. Presentation on Parish Council Responsibilities under the NERC (Natural Environment and Rural Communities) Act of 2006

The Chair welcomed Cynth Napper of the Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum.  She explained that the NERC Act had been introduced by the Government in 2006, which stated that every public authority must have a regard to conserving biodiversity. Biodiversity should become a natural consideration in all Parish Council decision making.  This could be particularly important when considering planning applications (under Planning Policy Statement 9).  The Council also had a responsibility to highlight the role of biodiversity in underpinning sustainable local communities.

Cynth Napper explained that biodiversity literally meant the variety of life and the natural processes of that life.   Our planet is 100% dependent on other species for human survival.  This relationship involves plants and animals, both domesticated and wild, which related to our need for food, clothing, shelter, fuel, oxygen, climate control and even medicine.  Wildlife was a genetic resource for mankind.

Preserving biodiversity also has an economic value as we grow produce and trade it.  The benefits of ecosystem services include bees, which pollinate crops and floodplains. Soil is also an important resource as it contains millions of organisms breaking down waste material.   Aesthetics are also an important consideration in preserving biodiversity.

Ms Napper told the Committee that biodiversity in Oxfordshire was facing particular threats – for example from the possibility of an Eco Town or other infrastructural development.  Parish Councillors have a responsibility to promote biodiversity.  An OWLS (Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study) Map illustrates that Kidlington is a built up area, which is actually within a conservation target area.

Initiatives for the Parish Council to consider include: -

· The consideration of wildlife when looking at Planning Applications

· When employing contractors, utilise a BBOWT contract that asks contractors to consider wildlife or work in a wildlife friendly way

· Creating by laws to preserve biodiversity

· Managing land in a wildlife friendly way (e.g. creation of wildflower meadows around the edge of sports pitches)

Councillors could seek support from local environmental groups, such as the St. Mary’s Fields Group led by John Brucker.  There was also information to be found in Parish Conservation Plans, which were produced in the 1990’s.

ONCF can provide advice and signposting and as Kidlington is in a conservation target area, the Parish Council could get 50% funding from ONCF towards a visit by an ecologist who will assess the village and write a report.  Ms. Napper also reported that Cherwell District Council are going to employ an ecologist and therefore it might be possible to arrange a visit when they are in post.

The presentation concluded with suggestions of how to help wildlife: -

· Be less tidy

· Relax mowing regime in communal spaces

· Create wood habitat piles

· Plant trees (native only)

· Create a new pond

· Put up bird, bee and bat boxes in communal spaces – the native bee is almost extinct.

· Plant native hedgerows and shrubs

Questions from Councillors were invited.  Cllr Horsley asked why only native trees should be planted and it was explained that native trees supported wildlife existing in this country whereas if a foreign species was introduced, it could take many years for the wildlife to adapt to this.

The Chair thanked Cynth Napper for her presentation.

The Committee resumed the meeting with Matters Arising from the meeting held on 17th April 2008.

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting Held on 17th April 2008:

iv) Broadway Redesign (Minute 71)

Cherwell District Council had been asked for clarification on whether the previous quotation had been for a substantive job. The Landscape Officer at Cherwell District Council had managed to obtain a new quote from Continental, which had been £300.00 cheaper.  The slabs would be lifted up and sand laid underneath. The slabs would be re laid and any broken slabs replaced. 

 The Committee asked that when the repairs were completed, contractors should be requested not to drive onto the slabs.

v) Burial Ground Search (Minute 73 (ii)) 

At a previous meeting of the Full Council, it had been decide that the Environment Agency should be written to again to obtain their views on both sites before planning applications were put in.

vi) Parking on Grass Verges (Minute 78)

At the previous Traffic Advisory Committee, it had been reported that PCSOs had been booking people parking on grass verges.  Unfortunately, this was not actually an offence unless the car in question was blocking someone’s passage.

The Committee asked about the erection of posts and fencing but this would be a very expensive option.

Cllr Pack asked about the protocol for cars for sale on verges. This was an offence and it was explained that Mick Cowland, Enforcement Officer at Cherwell District Council, dealt this with.

Cllr Hepworth suggested that these details be put in the Kidlington News and also on the website, and this was thought to be a good idea.

5. Football Development Plan

The Committee had been circulated with an update on the Football Development Plan.  

The contractor has now completed the improvements at Exeter Close Park and Ron Groves Park and work had started this week at Stratfield Brake, with good progress being made.  

 The unfortunate spell of heavy rain that had recently fallen had significantly delayed progress at Orchard Recreation Ground.  The machinery had been unable to get back on site because the ground will not take the weight – previously heavy machinery has become stuck in the wet ground, this occurring before the heavy rain!

The Parish Council is therefore forced to wait until the ground dries out significantly before the contractors can continue – something that all involved are anxious to see.

The Parish Council has also had to look at the drainage scheme for the ground.  Originally it was thought that the run off could be channelled into Evans Lane Thames Water Pipes, but it soon became clear that this would not be permitted as that area of the village floods easily anyway.

Carl Smith was therefore employed to look at the possibilities and his solution (and in fact the only one possible) is for a swale (or balancing pond) to be built in one corner of the recreation ground which would take any excess water that drains off of the ground.  The capacity of the swale is significantly more than regulations demand (for a 100 year storm) and due to the heavy rain, Carl was able to test his calculations by use of a borehole.  

Planning permission is required for this and as such local residents had been consulted, who had voiced concerns that their properties may be flooded.  A meeting was held with them to try to allay these fears, and the Parish Council was at pains to stress that the swale was actually there to help protect the properties.  It was explained that the plans would have to be approved by the Environment Agency, which would not pass them if there was a possibility that flooding would be caused. 

Carl Smith has now designed additional measures, which the Parish Council do not consider necessary, to alleviate any remaining concerns.  These measures are the extension of the earth bund (in place around the edge of the swale) and the installation of a stone filled blind ditch at the Croft Avenue end of the recreation ground.

The planning application had been submitted on 23rd June.

The Chair was keen to emphasise that this was a success story and not a failure as overall the improvements for Orchard Recreation Ground would be significant once the project was completed.

The Community Projects Officer, Nicky Marsh, asked that if Councillors had residents voicing concerns or questions, they should direct them to her at the Parish office.

6. Grant Applications

A grant application for funding towards resurfacing and putting drainage into the car Park at the Yarnton Road Football Club had been received from the Recreational Trust.  The Trust had applied for funding from Cherwell District Council, and had been disappointed to learn that they would have to apply for planning permission because it involved engineering works.

The Trust had not asked for any specific amount of money, but had left it to the Committee to decide.

The Committee discussed the issue and decided to grant £500.00 towards the work and to allow the planning permission to be put in under the name of the Parish Council, as this would mean half normal fees.

7. Risk Analysis

In view of the complex nature of the risk assessment and the fact that a heavy burden fell on the Community Committee, it was agreed that the Chair and the Community Projects Officer would work together to develop an action plan and report back to the Committee.

8. Broadway Parking

Cherwell District Council and Oxfordshire County Council had presented the traffic Advisory Committee with two schemes for improving the parking at the Broadway.  Both involved a one-way system, with one option having chevron parking and the other linear parking spaces.  The first option provided 3 more spaces. The Parish Council did not have the resources to proceed with the scheme immediately but it could be done the following year.  The Traffic Advisory Committee had requested the Community Committee’s views.

The Committee discussed both schemes.  There were concerns about the chevron parking on both sides of the road on the Post Office side of the Broadway, as it was felt this was dangerous.

There was also some discussion about whether a two-hour parking limit would help the flow of traffic.  The Traffic Advisory Committee would be asked to pursue this.

The Committee decided that they were not sufficiently happy with either scheme and requested that it was looked at again to see if elements from both schemes (such as linear parking instead of chevron parking on the Post office side of the Broadway) could be combined.

9. Magpies

A letter had been received from Mr Ian Jackson of the Magpies Nursery group.  The Magpies would be taking over running the nursery in the small hall from September and would transfer to the new pavilion when building work had finished.

The specific requests from the Magpies for the Committee to consider were: -

i) for the rent to stay at the current level for a period of two years from September 2008

ii) for a secure and dedicated piece of outside land for use by the children.

The Committee agreed to the rent staying at the current level for a period of 2 years from September 2008, but decided that the request for outside space was premature because the Exeter Close plan was coming on stream.  This could be looked at again at a later stage.

10. Open Spaces and Buildings Sub Committees

The Open Spaces Sub Committee had met immediately prior to the Community Committee meeting and had recommended to employ and landscape architect to draw up a design for the open spaces at Exeter Close.  

It was also reported that Dr. Simon Street had spoken to the PCT who were very keen to work towards a privately run medical practice on the Exeter Close site, and that this vision might come to fruition within the next two years.

Cllr Chris Pack and the Clerk were to meet with the landscape architect to look at what can be achieved at the Exeter Close site.

The Buildings Sub Committee had met the previous evening to discuss the One Stop Shop, which had formed part of the successful bid to SEEDA.

The District Council wanted a one stop shop, but centred around Cherwell District Council’s own services.  There was a commitment to roll out the service from Bodicote to other areas, of which Kidlington was one.  The Parish Council had now secured a commitment from the District Council to work together in a partnership on a One Stop Shop for Kidlington.

Cherwell District Council had allocated £22, 000.00 for the immediate refurbishment of the area they currently used at Exeter Hall.  This would include removing the security screens, putting in disabled access and computer terminal linking directly to Bodicote House.  

However, the intentions were to “brand” the one stop shop as Cherwell District Council and only to put in one telephone line, which would not be suitable for joint Parish Council services.

The Sub Committee had recommended that these interim proposals were embraced whilst further meetings would be held with Cherwell District Council to further the partnership elements of the One Stop Shop.  The Information Centre and Age Concern were amongst other agencies interested in joining the One Stop Shop.

Cllr Garlick left the meeting at 9.20pm.

11. New Year’s Eve Dance

The Committee was asked to consider the future of the New Year’s Eve Dance at Exeter Hall. 

For the past two years it had been run by the Red Cross as a charity event.  The first year 110 tickets were sold but last year only 80 out of 200 tickets were sold.

Exeter Hall made an overall loss as the hall and catering was provided free of charge to the Red Cross.  The staffing was an additional cost,

The Committee decided that in view of declining interest and the loss made by Exeter Hall the New Year’s Eve Dance should not go ahead this year.

The Red Cross would be written to informing them of the decision.

12. Project List

An updated project list had been circulated to the Committee.  This was noted.  The list was also to be circulated to all councillors at the forthcoming Full Council meeting.

13. Open Spaces Report

An Open Spaces Report from Lee Hancox was circulated.  The Chair reported that the church were very grateful for the work done to the churchyard, which was now looking much improved.

There had been some complaints about trees and hedges by Kidlington residents, but due to the temporary absence of a tree officer at Cherwell District Council, some of this work had fallen behind schedule.

The Committee noted that the Gala Day taking place on 19th July was being scaled down due to the work on Exeter Close and the absence of the Parish Ranger due to ill health.  Thanks were given to Carol Sheppard, Secretarial Assistant, who had been working hard on organising the day.

14. Oxfordshire Waste Recycling Partnership

The Committee were circulated with an e-mail from Gabi Kaiser, Service Development Manager at Cherwell District Council, thanking the Parish Council for their support in asking the OWP (Oxfordshire Waste Partnership) to fund a scheme putting recycling containers at bus stops in Kidlington and at the Water Eaton Park and Ride.

Ms Kaiser would keep the Parish Council informed of the progress.

15. Stratfield Brake Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee held on 4th June were circulated for information only.  The Chair noted that the SBRGMC had overspent, and explained that he (as Chair of SBRGMC) would be conducting a review of the facility in September.

16. Finance Report

The Committee had been circulated with a Finance Report.  The Clerk asked that it be noted that the £2, 000.00 overspend on the bus shelters was related to the real time displays and that this was to be reclaimed from Oxfordshire County Council

17. Any Other Business

None.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chair.
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