Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington 
On 29th April 2010.


	Present:			Cllr C Pack (Chair)
					Cllr A Dyer
					Cllr D Holloway
					Cllr Roger Marshall
					Cllr Carole Pack
					Cllr M White

 (
Public Participation
The Chair welcomed Mr John Brucker, Chair of the St. Mary’s Fields Working Group, and Liz Moore, a member of the group.  They had been invited to address the Committee on the subject of a new footpath for St. Mary’s Fields.
Mr Brucker gave a brief history of the fields, explaining that the land had been purchased in the 1990’s by the Parish Council and it had been decided to allow the land to be turned into a natural area for the use of the people of Kidlington.  Mr Brucker had produced a 5 year management plan when the area had been opened to the public and had produced further plans in the subsequent years.
The volunteer group worked very hard to keep the area in good order, but the one area that they struggled with was the footpaths.  Originally Kidlington Parish Council had put in one path and the other path was a right of way and had been put in by the County Council Highways Department.  The two paths joined up to make a wheelchair accessible circular walk.  It was listed on the County Council website as a wheelchair accessible walk.
Over the years the footpaths had deteriorated and had now become very muddy in wet weather and filled with potholes.  This meant that they were sometimes inaccessible to able bodied people as well as wheelchair users.
Liz Moore had made a bid to TOE (Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment) for funding to create a new wheelchair accessible path and had also pressed the County Council to improve the public right of way.  Unfortunately the bid had not been successful, due in part to the fact that the bid had gone in late and TOE was in the process of winding up.
Liz Moore had approached the Community 
P
rojects 
O
fficer, Nicky Cayley for help in finding other sources of funding.
  Mrs Cayley had identified a possible source of funding from a Lottery Grants programme called “Awards For All”.  She had made an initial approach by e-mail to see if the St.Mary’s Field’s footpaths would be the type of project they would consider for funding, and had received a positive answer.  The maximum amount of funding that could be granted was £10, 000.00, and it had been decided that in this case it would be worth applying for funding to upgrade the entire circular walk.  
)


 (
Nicky Cayley would continue to speak with the County Council Highways Department to try to secure some funding towards the public footpath.  
The Chair thought the project was a deserving one and asked if the Working Group might consider setting up a public appeal for funding.  John Brucker and Liz Moore agreed this might be a possibility, but only after funding possibilities had been exhausted and thought that the Parish Council should make a contribution if funding could not be found from other sources.
Committee members were invited to attend the Dawn Chorus walk at 4am on 18
th
 May at St. Mary’s Fields.
Cllr Pack thanked John Brucker and Liz Moore for addressing the Committee. 
)















Cllr Betts arrived at 7.35pm

Apologies:	

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr D Thompson, and Cllr T Wyse.

	Declaration of Interest:

None. 

	62.	Minutes:-

The minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2010 were agreed and signed as a true record with the following amendment:-

	Page 2, paragraph 4 “Robert Marshall” was amended to “Roger Marshall”.

63.	Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th February 2010:

i) Football Development Plan (Minute 52(i))

The football pitches at Stratfield Brake had become infected with a fungus called Red Thread, which had apparently become widespread due to the heavy snow in January.

The grounds contractor Ady Podbury had contacted several suppliers to get a cost for a fungicide, but they had all advised him to fertilize the pitch as early as possible and if that did not solve the problem, to then apply a fungicide.

The fertilizer seems to have worked well, and with the rain and sun experienced lately, there was strong new grass growth.    Cllr Betts said that at the Stratfield Brake meeting held the previous evening, the issue of the sharp sand had been raised once again.  It had been expected that the grass growth would cover the sand, but this was not happening. 

The specification for the work on the pitches had been drawn up by Andrew Barnes, who had acted as a consultant for the Football Development Plan.  The Clerk and Community projects Officer would follow this issue up and explore what could be done to resolve the issue.

ii) Station Fields Allotments (Minute 52 (ii))

Terms had been agreed on the rent for the land as reported at the previous Full Council meeting.

iii) One Stop Shop (Minute 52 (iii))

Paragon had carried out a site visit in order to produce a full plan for the building.  The Parish Council had not yet had sight of it.

iv) Land at Morton Close (Minute 61(i))

The Clerk had written to Builders Ede once again concerning the transferral of the ownership of land at Morton Close.  There had not been a response.  The Clerk promised to keep pressing for a response.

	64.	Cycle Racks at Garden City

A letter had been received from Mr and Mrs Taylor of 23 Beech Crescent, asking if the Parish Council would consider the installation of cycle racks at Garden City.  The Committee agreed this was a good idea and that they should be placed near the shopping area on Parish Council land at the Broadway.  The Open Spaces Manager was to get prices for the racks.

	65.	Exeter Hall Promotions

The Committee had been previously circulated with a report on the potential of employing a promoter to fill Exeter Hall with various entertainments.

The report summarised various types of promotions – bands, parties, variety shows/plays, events such as wrestling shows – and analysed the probability of success at Exeter Hall.  The Hall is generally well used and events requiring consecutive evenings were not possible.  Kidlington’s close proximity to Oxford meant that many people preferred to go into the city which provides a good variety of entertainments, particularly as the bus service was frequent and very reliable.

The Clerk added that when the District Council had bought in entertainment such as shows and pantomimes some years ago, the attendance had been very poor.

Cllr White thought that it was important that Exeter Hall remained a community facility and that hire and use by local people should not be “edged out” by external promotions.

Cllr Betts remained unconvinced that this issue had been fully explored, and asked the Community Projects Officer to contact a local man name Tony Bennel, who ran an entertainments agency, to ask his views on the matter.
	66.	Burial Ground Update

The Parish Council’s offer for land for the new burial ground had been accepted.  The landowner’s agent, Charles Campion of Savills, had met with the Parish Council’s agent, Andrew Morgan on site.  Carl Smith had also attended.  It transpired that the landowners wanted to confine the section of land purchased to a corner of the field, which minimized the highway frontage for the new burial ground.  This would ensure that there was maximum frontage in the event that planning permission for housing was granted in future.  Carl Smith had tried to negotiate, but had reported that the landowners would not move on this position.  He did not think that this would present a problem with the Highways Department in terms of an access road, but there was a possibility that they might require a more visible frontage.

Mr Campion had been very firm on the fact that the land was to be purchased for a burial ground and Carl Smith had thought it prudent to proceed in this manner for the time being.

The archaeological survey was currently taking place, and nothing of great significance had been unearthed.   There was the possibility that further investigations might need to be carried out now that the section of land under offer had been moved back.

Trial graves had been dug to establish the level of the water table and first indications were positive for double depth graves though this needed confirmation.

Nicky Cayley was in correspondence with Thames Water about connecting the burial ground to a water supply.

Cllr Betts asked for more accurate costings for the project.

The Clerk noted that the Parish Council would need to take out a loan from the Public Works Loan Board and that it was important to decide when this should be done.  The loan would be at a fixed rate over 25 years, and currently interest rates were low, so this might be a good time to proceed.

	67.	Finance Report

The Clerk reported that the Finance Report was now accurate.  There were some ongoing issues about the running costs of the Exeter Close pavilion that needed to be resolved, including the radiant heating which seemed to be very expensive.

The finance report was noted.

	68.	Project List.

The project list was noted.  Cllr Betts asked for an additional column headed “financial implications” to be added, this to be split into money already budgeted and money to be found.

	69.	Recreational Trust

Cllr Dyer reported that at the last meeting of the Recreational Trust, there was discussion on whether the Trust should be wound up, as in recent years there had been a lack of support.  However, some members felt extremely positive about the Trust and the boys’ football clubs particularly wanted the Trust to remain.  It was felt that the social club would prefer to revert to being under the Parish Council umbrella.  There was to be a further meeting on 10th May.

	70.	Kidlington Village Centre Management Board Minutes

These had not been available at the time papers had been sent out, but the Clerk would e-mail them to members the following day.

	71.	Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for High Street

Cllr Chris Pack reported that a lot of hard work had been done towards the TRO.  A set of proposals with options had been agreed with Cherwell District Council.  The District Council was working with the Highways department to map out the proposals in a diagrammatic form.  It was thought that there would need to be a barrier at the Oxford Road end of the High Street with a swipe card for access for shop owners etc.

The core pedestrianisation times would be 10am – 4pm.  Deliveries and access would be allowed outside these times.

There was consideration of disabled access issues, one possibility being to increase the disabled spaces in the Watt’s Way car park.

The dates set aside for consultation by Cherwell District Council are 23rd, 24th and 25th September.  This would involve artists’ impressions and plans.  On the Thursday evening these would be available in the Committee room in Exeter Hall for invited local business people and Councillors.  On the Friday and Saturday there would be a stall in the market in Kidlington for the public to comment on the proposals.

Cllr Betts thought that it would be a good idea if Parish Councillors had sight of the plans ahead of the consultation; so that they could be prepared if a member of the public contacted them with questions.

RECOMMENDED:  to the Annual Council meeting of 13th May that the consultation papers be made available to the Parish Council before the public consultation at the end of September.

There was a cost of £25, 000.00 for the feasibility study for the TRO, to be discussed at Cherwell District Council’s Scrutiny Committee on 22nd June.  Cllr Betts and Cllr Pack would attend.

	72.	i)	 Open Spaces Report

		The report was noted.  Cllr Pack asked that the in future years tennis nets be put up 		during the Easter holidays to maximise use of the tennis courts.  This would be done 		in future years.

		ii) 	St. Mary’s Fields

		Further to the earlier discussion, Cllr Betts suggested that if there was a shortfall in 		funding for the path, this should be made up by the Parish Council out of the 			reserves.

		Cllr Carole Pack reported that there would be a guided walk on Sunday 1st August 		starting at 3pm.  The church would be open for teas afterwards.

	73.	Any Other Business

I) Village Walkabout

The new police sergeant Colin Travi had organised a village walkabout at 6pm to look at areas of possible anti social behaviour.  Officers and members  of  the District Council were attending and Parish Councillors were invited to attend.

ii)	Woodland Trust

The Woodland Trust had sent a letter to the Parish Council about the 10th anniversary celebrations  of woods on your doorstep when trees had been planted as part of the millennium project, including those at Stratfield Brake.  The Trust was inviting recipients to hold an event in August to celebrate”.  The Committee decided to register for more information, initially, to see what it involved.

iii)	Table Tennis

The Table Tennis Club had contacted the Parish Council as it wanted to hold a table tennis course in the pavilion during the summer holidays.  They were anticipating 16 young people attending.  As the table tennis club had brought funding in for the building of the pavilion via Sport England, it was felt that it would be unfair to make a full hire charge for such a hire.  The Committee suggested  a nominal charge of £25.00 per day to cover costs.  

iv)  	Allotment Sites

Cllr Betts asked for a review of allotment sites to be brought to the next meeting.

Chair.


















6

