Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 5th February 2009


Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)






Cllr S Bird






Cllr J Garlick






Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr Carole Pack 






Cllr D Thompson






Cllr T Wyse


Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr D Holloway.


Declaration of Interest:

None.

43. Minutes:

a) Minutes of the Meeting Held on 13th November 2008:

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2008 were agreed and signed as a true record.

b) Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 8th January 2009:

The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 8th January 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.

44. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th November 2008:

i) Cherry Close Flooding (Minute 27)

The Flood Alleviation Scheme proposed by Thames Water was progressing but the Committee was concerned that the option appraisal which had been promised had still not been presented.  The Chair reported that he had particularly requested a copy of the appraisal so that if the Council should be challenged by local people it could state the reasons why the decision to put the shaft in the position where it was had been taken.

The Clerk was asked to follow this up.

The Clerk also reported that it had become essential to position a gulley into the grassed area which was Parish Council land and thus the Parish Council would be nominally responsible.  

The Clerk was in discussion with Cherwell District Council which had promised to carry out an annual clearing of the gulley but there was no formal arrangement which would be enforceable should existing District Council officers leave.

Again the Clerk would pursue this option.

In addition, the Committee was informed that Thames Water had negotiated with Kidlington Football Club for a “compound” on Yarnton Road which had exceeded expectations and had involved the laying of hard surfacing and tarmacing.  It was understood that the Recreation Trust as the head leaseholders was taking this up with the football club

ii)      Perch Seating in Bus Stops (Minute 30 (i))

The Committee had been advised that perch seating would be purchased with the increased rental from further advertising panels.  No member was specifically aware of new panels having been erected thus there was no extra revenue at the present time.

iii)      Broadway Parking Scheme (Minute 30 (ii))

Cllr Hornbsy Smith was still looking into the possibility of obtaining section 106 monies towards improved parking at the Broadway based on the fact that people parked in the slip road to access Sainsbury’s.

The Council had not been able to include a budget sum for proposed improvements and it was acknowledged that enforcement would be difficult until such time as civil parking arrangements had been brought in.

The Committee wanted the option to remain on the table and be pursued during the next twelve months with a view specifically to gaining money from Sainsbury’s and other areas, because this was still an aim that it wanted to achieve.

iv)  Kidlington Youth Football Club (Minute 35)

The Clerk reported that meetings had taken place with representatives from the Football Club and Exeter Hall and that a suitable compromise had been reached so that the Football Club was able to hold its presentation evenings at Exeter Hall.

v)
Allotment Fencing (Minute 41)

It was reported that the fencing had been ordered and should be erected before the spring.

45. Update on the Exeter Close Project

The Committee had been circulated with a report on the current situation regarding Exeter Close development.  

It was noted that the works to improve the hedging and to remove two dying trees had commenced at the beginning of the week and it was thought opening of the site already improved the area..

The inclement weather had prevented the work progressing as far as it should.

The Committee noted that following decision by the Parish Council to concentrate on the Civic Square/Garden in preference to the fencing due to budget restrictions had resulted in a meeting with the consultant who had suggested that the hard landscaping of the civic square should await more clarity on the Cherwell District Council plans for a One Stop Shop.

The Civic Square could initially be created with soft landscaping which would continue into the Civic Garden and the savings should make it possible for railings and archway or at least a partial section along the Exeter Road frontage to be installed.

The Committee noted plans drawn up to accommodate this and were in favour of the project proceeding along these lines.

The Committee also noted that 4 trees for the civic garden to be planted by the tree and hedge work contractor would be planted shortly.  One tree would be sponsored by the family of Norman Brettle – Clerk to Kidlington Parish Council 1968 – 1986 and involved in the building of the hall.

The family would place a plaque in memory of Mr and Mrs Brettle when the garden was complete.

The Community Projects Officer was progressing with the animation station and had met with Clinton Osbourne of Cherwell District Council.  He was willing to form a partnership with the Parish Council to promote courses in Kidlington as part of the district programme and would book the animator/tutors to run the courses in Kidlington.

The Committee was circulated with a quotation for the hardware which was              £8, 254.00 excluding VAT but the Committee should also be aware of ongoing revenue costs for the hire of the leaders.

The Committee was also informed that a meeting had taken place with Mr Lee who was a consultant on community cinema and involved in the running of a successful project in Market Harborough.  He had provided information on setting up a scheme and on potential funding from the Arts Council but the most important piece of information was that the scheme could not be lead by the Parish Council – it would be essential for a group of people from the community to form a film/cinema club and the group would then be responsible for running the cinema, selecting the films and advertising.  The Parish Council could support it by purchasing equipment, helping with advertising.

The Community Projects Officer was recommending advertising for interested people in the Spring report, but the money had to be spent before April.

It had been confirmed that SEEDA would not object to the diversion of money for the cinema into the animation station.

The Committee felt that the open spaces/buildings sub committee should be used to progress these projects.

46. Football Development Plan/Update on Orchard Recreation Ground

The Committee received a report that the consultant supervising the pitch work was hoping to get the temporary fencing removed and had commented that the grass may need extra feeding to ensure it was strong enough to withstand the drainage work which had yet to be completed.

The swale and the fencing had been finished.

If the weather was good it was hoped that the drainage work would be able to take place at the end of April but the ground also needed sand slitting and the earliest that this would be able to take place was early July.

The Park Hill pitches would be finished in the Spring, weather permitting.

The Committee were glad the swale was working.

RESOLVED :-

in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw

47. Burial Ground Search

The Committee had been circulated with the observations of the Parish Council consultants working for Bruton Knowles (Andrew Morgan) who had suggested that the Council’s recommended figure per acre would be unacceptable.

The Committee considered the options available and was aware of the limited funding that was then in the budget.

It was agreed to increase the offer by £500 per acre and the Clerk was delegated in consultation with the Chairman to proceed towards no more than a 20% increase in the original suggestion.

The Committee wanted to know how long the 5 acres of field would last in accordance with current burial rates and consideration may have to be given to purchasing less acreage if the costings required.

It was confirmed that terms for purchase would have to be agreed subject to planning permission being obtained.

48. Royal British Legion – Letter of thanks

The Committee had been circulated with a “Thank You” from the Royal British Legion for allowing the use of Exeter Hall for the poppy appeal concert.

It was noted that the receipts for the poppy appeal had increased by approximately £1,500 and the Committee was pleased to note this.

49. Project List

The Committee had been circulated with an updated version of the Project List and suggested that with the completion of the pavilion this should now be removed.

It was also suggested that there should now be the inclusion of a playground for Park Hill.

The Committee understood that the Playbuilder grant fund was being sought and that money was available to improve the Park Hill Playground from section 106 monies from the development in Forrester’s Way.

The Chair had recommended to the Open Spaces Manager to visit Long Hanborough and Bletchingdon where more interesting play grounds had been erected.

50. Kidlington Versus Climate Change – Application for Use of Exeter Hall

The Committee received a request from the Kidlington Versus Climate Change Group for free use of Exeter Hall for a “Green Fair”.

The Parish Council had previously decided to support the group in principle and was asked to consider whether it was appropriate to give the group free use of the hall on this occasion.

The Committee understood that there had been in principle support but was nervous about allocating the hall for free, thinking that it set a precedent and would be favouring one charity over another.

The Parish Council needed the revenue to cover the overheads on the hall and it was possible that to accede to this request would prompt a number of similar ones from other local organisations.

RESOLVED: to explain to the Kidlington Versus Climate Change Group that the Parish Council could not grant this free use concession but that the hall would be available on a non-commercial basis.

51. Memorial Inspections

The Committee had received a report from the Open Spaces Manager that an inspection of the burial ground had taken place at the end of 2008.

Headstones had been checked for their angle, damage/corrosion to the stone and whether the stone was loose.

He had been pleased to report no record of any serious nature i.e. no stones that would fall over but there were some 70 plus stones that were leaning that needed to be cheeked on an annual basis to check for any further movement.

In several areas where tree roots had caused movement to headstones, a plan had been agreed with Cherwell District Council for pruning, removal etc of those trees and bushes.  It was noted that much of this work had already been carried out.

A detailed analysis of the exact stones for checking would be available at the next meeting for members’ interest.

52. Stratfield Brake 

The Committee had been circulated with the most recent minutes of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee and it was noted that the meeting which had been held on 17th December 2008 had been inquorate with only 2 council members had been present.

The Committee understood that there were 3 nominated councillors from each of Kidlington and Gosford and Water Eaton Parish Councils with a quorum of 3.  It was important to have 3 representatives from Kidlington Parish Council and there was some concern that Cllr Lawfull was currently unable to attend on ill health grounds.

RESOLVED: that Cllr Thompson substitute for Cllr Lawfull for an interim period.

53. Hire Charge Review

a) Burial Charges

The Committee had been circulated with recommended Burial Charge increases to be effective from 1st April 2009 at an average of 3%.

The Committee requested that where there was an odd figure, this be rounded up/down to the nearest 50 pence and that consideration be given again in six months when comparison charges from other Councils had been recorded with a view to possibly revising the rates for the 2010 financial year.

b) Exeter Hall Charges

The Committee was also circulated with revised 2009 charges at approximately 3% increases for Exeter Hall.

It was noted that the equipment and catering rates had been left unchanged as agreed by Council at the meeting of 29th January 2009 to accommodate the 1.5% VAT drop.

The Committee were concerned that the building was aging. A reserve fund existed but this needed more funds deposited into it.

£5, 000.00 intended to support this fund had been withdrawn from the 2009/2010 budget to keep the precept down but it was essential to be able to raise funds for the future and it was felt that the hire fees of Exeter Hall should reflect the need to refurbish the hall.

AGREED:  to accept the recommended increases but rounded to the nearest 50 pence for the time being but for the buildings sub committee to meet in 6 months time to review the charges for the following year.

54. Finance Report

The Committee was circulated with a report on finances for Exeter Hall and for Environment and Amenities to 31st January 2009.  It was noted that with regard to the expenditure on the Open Spaces the landscape charges had not yet been paid due to the fact that the first 3 quarters of the landscape charges totalling £57, 788.00 had only been received within the previous two weeks.

Once these were accommodated, the Committee would be operating close to budget.

The Committee also noted with regard to the catering element that the Stratfield Brake catering receipts required adjustment into the Exeter Hall account.

55. Any Other Business

i) Debit Card Payments

It was noted that the Council did not have a facility for debit card payments and it was recommended that the new RFO when appointed should look into this.

ii) Car Parking

Comment was made about the problems experienced with car parking at Exeter Hall and it was noted that the Clerk was already in conversation with other relevant authorities concerning this.  It was considered that when negotiations with Cherwell District Council in reference to the one-stop-shop were opened that there be consideration of obtaining the support from Cherwell District Council to alleviate the problems of controlling car parking at Exeter Hall should be discussed.

iii) Gritting of Pavements

Cllr Bird asked whether the Kidlington Village Centre Management Board could make request for the pavements in the village centre to be gritted during icy conditions.  This would be referred to the Management Board for consideration.

Chair
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