Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee

Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 8th November 2007


Present:


Cllr D Betts (Chair)






Cllr J Garlick






Cllr P Horsley






Cllr Carole Pack






Cllr C Robins






Cllr T Wyse


Apologies:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs S Hepworth and D Holloway.


Declaration of Interest: 

Cllr P Horsley – prejudiced interest in item revised under Any Other Business relating to Ron Groves Park.


41.
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 6th September 2007 were agreed and signed as a true record.

42.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th September 2007:

i) Broadway Redesign (Minute 26 (i))
It was reported that the soft landscaping at the Broadway would now not take place until after the Christmas tree had been removed.  The Committee thought this was a pity as the spring bulbs had already been planted and would therefore be dug up again after Christmas.

ii) Perch Seats in Bus Stops (Minute 26 (ii))
There had been no update from Cllr Atsoparthis.  It was proposed that Cllr Robins take on the task of investigating the best positions for perch seats in the bus stops, and he agreed.  He thought that probably these would be those in the stops towards Oxford, but that he needed to ascertain the frequency of buses and the amount of use of each stop to make an informed decision.

iii) Tour of Sites (Minute 26 (iii))

The tour of sites had taken place on 22nd September as advertised, led by Jayne and Lee Hancox.  The Chair had attended a part of the tour early in the morning, whilst Cllr Pack had attended during part of the afternoon.  Cllr Hepworth had attended the entire tour, and had reported to the Clerk that she had found it very useful.

Cllr Betts advised that anyone wishing to have a tour of sites around the village who had not attended should contact Lee and Jayne directly to arrange one.

iv) Oxford Canal Syphon (Minute 22)

The Committee were informed that a temporary Traffic Order had been received from Oxfordshire County Council for the closure of the canal towpath from 12th November to 30th December whilst British Waterways carried out work on the canal syphon.  The Committee was pleased that Mr. Carl Smith had managed to progress the issue to this stage.

v) New Year’s Eve Dance (Minute 32)

The Chair reported that he had received a letter from the British Red Cross inviting him to attend the New Year’s Eve Dance.  The Community Projects Officer reported that the Red Cross had sent letters to all those who had attended in the previous three years to raise awareness that the event was going ahead this year.

Mr David Jones of the Red Cross had spoken to the Parish Council caterer, Mary Sawyer and had agreed on a finger buffet style supper for this year.

It was hoped that the office would receive the tickets the following week, and they would then go on sale.  The Community Projects officer reported that she had listed the event on the Kidlington website, and would also be advertising it on other Oxfordshire websites.

It was confirmed that this year drinks would not be included in the ticket price, which should help bar sales.

vi) Green Gym
The Committee had been circulated with a report about the Green Gym.  There had been a meeting with the relevant parties involved in this scheme, including Paul Forrest-Jamieson who is the BTCV Thames and Chiltern Area Manager.  He had explained that the focus of each green gym is led by the source of funding achieved, but the health improvement objective is always stressed during the marketing.  BTCV has no central funding and has to support its costs from funding applications.  The overall cost of a green gym including BTCV costs, a project officer for 2/3 days per week, tools etc are (over a 2 year period) in the region of £50, 000 - £60, 000.  This level of funding had been secured previously and it is the remit of Paul Forrest-Jamieson to secure this.  Previous funding sources include heritage lottery, leader plus, landfill community, and it was believed that there were new schemes coming into fruition e.g. changing spaces programme, which may be applicable.

It was suggested that it would be appropriate for the Parish Council to make the funding applications, although Paul Forrest-Jamieson would undertake the necessary preparatory work for this.  The Council has now expressed it support.

There had been concern that there may not be enough work for the green gym to undertake, but after consideration it had been agreed that there would in fact be plenty. Areas that would be included are St. Mary’s Fields, Stratfield Brake – thought to be an ideal starting point, Park Hill Copse and potentially the burial ground and the church yard.

Cllr Pack reported that there was great confidence about the scheme progressing.

43.
Exeter Close Pavilion Update

The Committee had been circulated with an update on progress of the Exeter Close pavilion project.  TOE (Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment) had confirmed that the Parish Council had been successful in its application for a grant of £40, 000, which the Chair applauded.  

Representatives from the Football Foundation had visited Kidlington on 9th October for a tour of the football pitches in the village.  They had found it difficult to understand how the application formed a cohesive scheme, and had initially questioned why a separate application had not been made for each of the football pitches.  However, having seen the location of all of the sites and the intended plan of works, they were able to see how the Football Development Plan fitted together.

The Parish Council hoped to have a decision on the funding from the Football Foundation by 14th December.


44.
Broadway Redesign – parking issues

Further to the Committee’s request to ask the Highways Department and Cherwell District Council for views on Carl Smith modified plan for the Broadway redesign, the matter had been raised on 6th November at the Traffic Advisory Committee meeting.  It was reported that despite initial resistance to the proposed modifications, Ashley Prior from the County Council Highways Department had agreed to draw up a scheme that included some of Carl Smith’s modifications.  However, it was thought that the signs would still require lighting – out of legal necessity rather than aesthetics.  The Chair requested that Carl Smith’s advice be sought on this issue.  Cllr Robins reported that it had been felt that the potential introduction of a 20mph speed limit would not be appropriate on such a small length of road. 

45.
Use of Exeter Hall

The Community Projects Officer had produced a report illustrating the usage of Exeter Hall over a sample three month period this year.  It illustrated that the use was quite evenly split between community use and non-community use.  Community use was defined as events/bookings that local people could join in with e.g. kick boxing, evergreens, nursery, bingo, children’s parties and CEROC, whilst non-community use was defined as events and bookings that local people could not join in with – e.g. training courses for various organisations.

It was explained that at least an hour is needed before and after each booking to set up and tidy up, and if it is a large function in the main hall, this could be substantially more.  

It was also explained that certain bookings prohibit other bookings being taken – for example if a party is taken in the main hall, it is not possible to let the small hall out and vice versa.  Similarly, if there is a sale taking place in the day in the main hall, it is not possible to take a booking the evening before or after.  Therefore, although it appeared that there was a significant amount of unused time, it is actually not always viable to let it.

The Committee agreed that the report illustrated that the hall as a whole was in fact very well used.

The Chair queried the effectiveness of the P.A system in the Main Hall, but it was explained that it worked very well if users knew how to operate it correctly.  The Chair requested further training for Councillors.

The Committee also discussed the idea of installing a permanent ceiling fixed data projector in the Committee room, and Nicky Marsh agreed to investigate the potential costs and feasibility and report back to the next meeting.

The Clerk reported that she had attended the screening of “An Inconvenient Truth” recently and had thought it very professional and a good cinematic production.  It was thought that a cinema club or regular screening was something that local people would like to see happening. The equipment that had been used at the screening had appeared to be quite simple, with a large screen with attached speakers.  This was something that the Parish Council could look into for the future.


46.
       Fair at Exeter Close

The Committee had been circulated with a request from Mr Perry Hatwell to hold his funfair at Exeter Close during June 2008, moving from the usual position of Yarnton Road.  The Clerk had already replied that it would not be possible for 2008 due to the works taking place on the site, but had agreed to ask the Committee for their views on 2009. 

 It was noted that there had been a request to relocate the fair in 2006 which the Council had agreed to as a trial, but that the fair had remained at Yarnton Road, and therefore when the request was made again for 2007, the Council thought that Mr Hatwell had missed his opportunity not least because local residents were likely to object.

A discussion followed concerning possible objection from local residents, and it was noted that Exeter Close was much more enclosed by housing than Yarnton Road.  It was also thought that the fair would be much larger at Exeter Close than at Yarnton Road.  Cllr Wyse commented that having the fair on the Exeter Close site would help to identify the site as central to the village – something the Council was keen to achieve. 

 It was clear that if the Council agreed to the request it would set precedence for future years.

The Committee agreed that public consultation would be a useful exercise and it was agreed to send letters to all affected households in early summer 2008 to seek views on the matter.  It should be made clear in the letter that if replies were not received to this letter, this would be taken as an indication that there were no objections. A decision would then be taken on whether the fair could move to Exeter Close.


47.
Burial Ground Search

The Committee were circulated with an e-mail from the consultant explaining that the boreholes had now been put in place on the second possible site for a new burial ground.  It appeared from initial results that the land was not as suitable as the other site, as it was comprised of sand and gravel with rubbly limestone gravel in the lower layers.  There was also a high water table throughout.

The Consultant asked how the Council coped with very similar conditions at the current burial ground.  The Clerk reported that there were no issues with stability as graves were only dug to single depth, although it was acknowledged that there could be issues with the Environment Agency concerning the high water level at the potential new site.

It was also noted that if the soil was sandy, it was easier for manual digging.  Many churchyards were employing mini-diggers to dig out graves now, which was not pleasant for people with relatives already buried.

If the new burial ground was to be put into the Local Development Framework, there was not much time left for a decision to be made.  The Chair suggested that at this stage, both potential new sites should be logged, as even if a decision was made on which site to proceed with, the acquisition could take some time.  A full report would be needed to make a decision and current progress was slow. 

The Committee agreed that the Clerk should report back to the consultant about how the current burial ground was managed in terms of soil composition, and that a date for the full report be requested.


48.
Cherwell Recreation Strategy

It was noted that Kidlington was included in Cherwell District Council’s Recreation Strategy with reference to football and cricket.


49.
Exeter Close Project

The Committee were circulated with maps of the Exeter Close site.  The Chair explained that Cllr Chris Pack had made known an aspiration to improve the site – this had been identified by the Healthcheck, which meant that funding from SEEDA (South East England Regional Development Agency) could be applied for.

There was a desire to open up the hedgerow opposite Sterling Road Approach and put in a footpath running through the centre of the site as an alternative to the current one running through to Judges Close.  The idea was to use landscaping to create a pleasant informal space that all of the community could use.  Cllr Horsley asked for clarification on entrances to the site, and it was noted that the entrance from Broad Close was not very well known.  It was thought that this should be made more prominent and in fact that it might naturally become better known as the County Council Highways Department had expressed a desire to put in cycle path.

There was also an aspiration to refurbish the tennis courts, and Lee Hancox (Open Spaces Manager) and Nicky Marsh (Community Projects Officer) had met with three companies to seek quotations for this work.

It was also explained that as an offshoot of the larger project, there might be an opportunity to develop the children’s centre and the Forum Youth Centre.  A meeting had been held with Stephen Harness, Strategic Planning Officer from Oxfordshire County Council, who thought that it could be seen as an opportunity.  He had also said that he believed the County Council would be willing to work with the Parish and District Councils on a scheme.  Mr Harness had asked one of the County Council’s architects to draw up a plan for the site, and hoped that the District Council would fund half of the cost of this.

The Chair reported that it had been agreed that the best way to progress the scheme was to set up a small working group of 4 people, to be led by Cllr Chris Pack.  It was hoped that the first meeting would be on 5th December.  Cllr Robins expressed interest in joining the group but was unavailable on that date. Cllr Garlick volunteered to attend, and the Committee thought that Cllr Hepworth may wish to join the group.

The Clerk reported that she and Cllr Chris Pack would attend Cherwell District Council the following week to meet with officers including planners and portfolio holders to see if it was possible to engage their support. 

 The covenant holder of the site, Mr Ian Brook, would be keen to see improvements happening. 


50.
Open Spaces Report

There was no Open Spaces report as the Parish ranger and Open Spaces Manager had been very busy working on the fireworks display on 5th November.  The Clerk reported that the display had been very successful and the Chair seconded this.  Around 2, 100 people had attended.


51.
Project List

The Committee had been circulated with an updated project list for information only.  The Chair noted that the Exeter Close project should be added to this.

52.
Oxford Climate Xchange – showing of “An Inconvenient Truth” at Exeter Hall

The Clerk, Cllr Robins and Cllr Hepworth had been amongst those attending the screening of “An Inconvenient Truth”. The Clerk and Cllr Robins had been very impressed with the event which included side stalls and a raffle.  The group in Kidlington lead by Anthony Simpson had asked for the use of a room in Exeter hall for a follow up event – likely to be a discussion group who would then promote “green issues”.  The group had requested free use of a room, but as it were applying for CAG status, there might have a source of funding to pay for it in future.

The Committee agreed that this should be put to the Full Council at the meeting on 15th November, to see if the Council would like to support the group in the form of offering free use of a room.  


53.
Stratfield Brake Minutes

The minutes of the Stratfield Brake Recreation Ground Management Committee of 10th October were circulated for information.  The Chair highlighted that the Service level Agreement had taken a lot of discussion and hard work, but it was hopeful that it would be signed at the next meeting.

The Chair also informed the Committee that due to the problem with the failure of the pumps, there could be an expense for the Management Committee if the insurance claim was unsuccessful.  He added that there were issues relating to grounds maintenance that both committees may need to consider.  


54.
Finance

a) Budget 2008/9

The Committee considered the proposed budget for 2008/9 and agreed it with the following alterations:-

i) The advertising budget be reinstated to £1, 750

ii) The equipment budget should remain at its current level

iii) The Burial fees receipts should be increased by 3%.

The Clerk asked if the Committee would like to add to the £350 listed for project fees, as the Exeter Close project would exceed that figure.  It was agreed to put in £3, 000 to cover these expenses.

It was also agreed to add in funding for the tennis court refurbishment and £10, 000 towards capital funding for the Exeter Close project.

b) Finance Report

The Committee noted the previously circulated Finance report.

55.
Any Other Business

i) Memorial Stones

The committee had been circulated with a report concerning “vandalism” of memorial stones.  Two stones had been pushed over.  The officers were satisfied that this had not been caused by parish council operatives.

In one case the owner of the stone had brought it to the attention of the council and in the other the officers had reported it to the owner who had made the necessary repairs.

However, the first owner was claiming the £160 cost of repair from the council.

It was noted that ownership and responsibility for maintenance of memorial stones lies with the owner of the stone and that to pay the claim – even though there was sympathy with the individual in question – would set a precedent.

Agreed that the Council could not accept responsibility for the cost of the repair and the clerk was requested to write to the owner in a sensitive manner to explain this.

ii) Ron Groves Park

Cllr Horsley declared a prejudicial interest in this item, but as it was not an agenda item, he remained at the meeting to explain the situation.

It was explained that the residents of Almond Avenue backing on to Ron Groves Park had received a letter from Kidlington Recreational Trust.  The Trust believes that some residents have encroached over the boundary and that they are therefore entitled to remove shrubbery and other items if necessary to maintain the park.  Some residents believe that the area is within their boundary.  It had been brought to the Parish Council’s attention as landowner.  The land is leased to the Recreational Trust. 




Cllr Horsley left the meeting at 9.23pm.

The Committee considered the matter and agreed that once the boundary line had been established, the matter was the Trust’s responsibility to resolve. The boundary line would be established outside of the meeting with the relevant information.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Chair
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