Minutes of the Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council

Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington on Thursday 2nd April 2009


      Present:-

Cllr Chris Pack (Chair)






Cllr D Betts





Cllr S Bird






Cllr J Garlick





Cllr A Graham





Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr D Holloway

Cllr A Hornsby-Smith

Cllr Carole Pack






Cllr D Rae






Cllr C Robins






Cllr D Thompson

Also present:-
District Cllr John Wyse

County Cllr Mike Gibbard

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Guy Lawfull and Tracey Wyse.

Declaration of Interest: -
None.

55. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th January 2009, were agreed and signed as a true record with the following amendments :

i) Minute 47(vi) – that Cllr Shouler be spelt as this.
ii) Minute 50 – penultimate paragraph – that the animation station was a “pump primer” resource.

iii) Minute 51(i) – Margaret Beckett was the Housing Minister (not officer).
56. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the meeting held on 29th January 2009

i) Nik Misselke (Minute 47(i)

There had been no further consideration of the proposal by Mr Misselke from the meeting on the 20th November 2008.
The Council agreed that this should be referred to the Community Committee for consideration in confidential session.

ii) Street Furniture (Minute 47(ii))

The installation of the new furniture was scheduled to begin in April and the existing oak furniture was currently being dismantled.

It was noted that the previous meeting had referred to the commissioning of a new bandstand type future, and plans of the new design had been made available at the annual parish meeting.

The Chairman reported that he had been concerned that there had been no consultation with the Parish Council on the actual design of the furniture.  It was accepted that the public request had been for stainless steel and wood but it would have been preferred that some discussion had been made on the final design.
iii) Weston Otmoor (Minute 47(iv))

Cllr Hornsby-Smith reported that he had made two speeches to Cherwell District Council executive in reference to Weston Otmoor expressing the Parish Council’s general support to development of Bicester but not necessarily to the north west of Bicester eco-town option.
He also reported that BARD had sought leave to appeal against the ruling that had been made against a judicial review of the eco-town proposals.
There was an opportunity till the 30th April 2009 to respond to the sustainability appraisal for the Weston Otmoor site and Cllr Hornsby-Smith suggested a small group look at a draft before taking it to an appropriate committee.

iv) Thornbury House (Minute 47 (vi))

The Council learned that there was to be a presentation of the plans for the site to Thornbury House liaison group on 7th April and that Cllrs Robins, Graham and Betts had all been invited and would be in attendance.

It was known that there would be a public exhibition at the end of April at the Parkhill Pavilion.

v) Shelter (Minute 47 (vii))

The Shelter representatives had not attended the Policy Meeting as scheduled and the Committee agreed that the timescale was such that there was no point in setting up a new arrangement.
vi) Chiltern Railways (Minute 53(i))

Members had attended the presentation by Chiltern Railways on 26th February and noted that a public exhibition of their proposals was to be held in Exeter Hall on Saturday 25th April.

vii) Cllr Peter Horsley (Minute 54(iv))

The Council noted that due to the timing of the Kidlington News entries, the Parish Council would not be co-opting to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Cllr Horsley until the Annual Meeting in May.

viii) Oxford Green Belt Network (Minute 54(v))

The Council had been circulated with a letter from the Oxford Green Belt Network (OGBN) thanking it for allowing them the opportunity to address the meeting and understanding the circumstances by which the Parish Council might support some development within the green belt.  The group confirmed that they would continue to keep in touch through the occasional newsletter and that if any planning applications in the green belt in and around Kidlington occurred to which the Parish Council objected the OGBN would be pleased to hear from the Council and could well lend support.
57. Minutes of Committees

Consideration was given to the minutes of the following committees which were confirmed and adopted.

i)
Community Committee
-
5th February 2009

a) Perch Seating in bus stops (Minute 44(ii)

It was confirmed that the Primesite Media was paying an increased in rent on its existing panels.

b) Exeter Close Project (Minute 45)

The Chair confirmed that the work was now in progress and should be completed within the next few weeks.  The Open Spaces / Building Sub-Committees would be used to progress the various elements of the projects.

ii)
Planning Committee

-
19th February 2009

a) Fireworks (Minute 54(iv))

Cllr Betts (Chair of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee) asked that it be noted that the Rugby Club had come forward with some proposals for the ground maintenance.

The Club had accepted the limitation of contribution from the Management Committee and had identified £20,000 of works.  The Club was prepared to raise funds to meet the shortfall but wanted assurances that the money would not be wasted by other uses of the site.
Cllr Betts felt that there should be some respect for the efforts that were being put in.

Cllr Rae reported that there were some remaining issues on finance regarding Stratfield Brake and that it must be remembered that public money was going into the facility and that the site should be available for public events.

With regard to the arrangements for the fireworks display, the Entertainments Committee had met and had agreed that the Rugby Club would be invited to meetings but advised that these don’t normally take place until early September.

iii)
Planning Committee

-
19th March 2009

58. Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting had been held the previous week and members were asked for any comment on issues raised at the meeting and in particular that of the conservation area for which comments were required during the forthcoming week.

AGREED that the Parish Council endorsed the report of the conservation area officers and wanted to recommend (its adoption) to the Cherwell District Council executive.
There had been a request that the Langford Wharf area should include the small pocket park adjacent to the road junction and it would be checked whether this had in fact been included in the final draft and if not the request be included as part of the comments.

The Chairman reported that he had already thanked the officers for their thorough interesting report.

Members also considered the format of the Parish Meeting which had been lengthy although it was confirmed that those in attendance had not been concerned about its length.

The length of the meeting had reflected the amount of business which had been undertaken by the Parish Council over the previous 12 months.

59. Authorisation of Cheques
The Council ratified authorisation of cheques that were written between 22nd January 2009 to 28th February 2009.
Co-operative Bank Plc Current Account     £ 37,893.39

                                  National Westminster Bank                            £ 417.78

                                  Payroll Payment report                               £ 16,808.58

60. Grant Application

The Committee had received an application from the Kidlington Climate Exchange for a grant towards a Kidington Sustainability Fair at Exeter Hall.

The original request by the group had been to the Community Committee for a no-charge use of the hall.

The Community Committee had declined such a request and had suggested that concessions of this nature were effectively grants and normal grant application rules should apply.

The Council was therefore asked to consider the application as part of the grant application process.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith supported the application but on the condition that a committee would be formed to get future funding.  It was important that as a group the Climate Exchange Committee was made aware of that there were other sources of grant funding but he felt that it was also important that as they were representing an issue supported by the Parish Council that grant support should give them a start.

Cllr Betts thought that this should be treated as a grant and should not be tied into hall hire.  There followed a discussion as to how much should be awarded.

It was estimated that the group would require 4 hours of hire at £31.00 per hour, thus incurring a cost of £124.   

It was AGREED to make available to the Kidlington Climate Exchange group a grant of up to £124 on the understanding that any future grant applications of this nature would not necessarily be accepted.

61. Environmental Policy

The Policy & Finance Committee meeting of the 26th February 2009 had recommended a version of an environmental policy that followed that of Oxfordshire County Council.
The Council accepted the draft policy but felt that this should be put as an ongoing item on the Community Committee to ensure that the policy was followed.

There was a discussion concerning Item 5 which included “for full legal obligations including the enforcing of regulations affecting the environment.”  It was thought that it was putting the onus on to the Parish Council to ensure that those with responsibility for enforcing regulations such as parking on verges, dog fouling etc, to carry out their responsibilities.
Cllr Gibbard arrived at 8.40pm

62. Broadway Parking

The Council received a report concerning the ongoing discussions about changes to the parking layout at the Broadway, which to date had had no clear resolution.

The issue had been passed between the Community Committee and Traffic Advisory Committee and back again.  The scheme which had been drawn up by the District Council in conjunction with the Oxfordshire County Council was for chevron parking and a one-way system and was estimated to cost at least £12,000 with a net gain of 3 parking spaces.

In addition there had been consideration within the Traffic Advisory Committee for double yellow lines in the areas immediately opposite the shops for which Cllr Hornsby-Smith felt that Section 106 money should be available from Sainsbury’s.
Cllr Hornsby-Smith was carrying out survey work on the latter scheme but confirmed to the Council that these two issues should be treated separately.

Cllr Robins as Chairman of the Traffic Advisory Committee agreed that there were two separate schemes and he thought that there was merit in going ahead with the original scheme relating to the parking, though the costs had caused delays.  He also thought that the double yellow line scheme should be supported and that there was merit in proceeding with the two projects through  a single traffic order.

Councillors confirmed that they were in favour of the one-way option on safety grounds and a question was raised as to whether double yellow lines along the service road should be considered at the same time.  However, the Council understood that the small area to be effective for yellow lines by the shops was a particular safety issue and there was some justification for claiming money from Sainsbury’s though it was estimated this would only cost £1000.
It was noted that any installation of double yellow lines required proper enforcement and some concerns made that the shops should be aware of and a possible suggestion for double yellow lines.

RESOLVED to pursue both suggestions of (1) one-way traffic scheme with chevron parking around the Broadway and (2) double yellow lines on the limited area outside the shops on safety grounds.

These would be pursued as separate items.

63. Questions to Chair

i)      Kidlington Village Centre Management Committee

Cllr Betts requested that the minutes of the Management Board be attached to the Council minutes to keep members up to date.  It was suggested that the proper place would be the Community Committee.

64. Reports to Council

i)
            Cllr Gibbard 

Cllr Gibbard apologised for his late attendance which had been due to an over long planning meeting at Cherwell.

He reported that the Planning Committee had approved the Asylum Centre at Piddington  following a long discussion concerning the ethics of the centre.  He also commented that the application for 160 houses on the Cassington Road Yarnton which had already outlined permission had been re-submitted by the owners of the site, Berkclay’s Homes with 160 houses on a reduced acreage and including a nursing home.  This had been refused.
An application to enforce a TPO on a tree on White Way had been refused to allow an extension.
Cllr Gibbard reported that the deadline for putting the core strategy for the local development framework (LDF) to the Secretary of State had been set for 2010.

In answer to a question relating to the affordable housing site in Gosford, he explained that this was being built as an exception site dwelling being for local people firstly Gosford and then Kidlington.  Subsequently applications could be received from Islip / Hampton Poyle.   There was to be 36 units and anyone interested had to put in an expression of interest, but must have a local connection, and be on the housing waiting list.

Cllr Graham asked for a copy of the legal agreement, and this would be forwarded.

        ii)    
Flooding
Cllr Betts reported that Carl Smith had handed to him the environment agency report on flooding in Oxford for comment, as Carl believed there could be some impact on Kidlington.

       iii)

Kidlington Blitz

Cllr Wyse reported that there was to be a cleaning blitz of Kidlington on 20th – 24th April to including graffiti removal.


       iv)

Cars Parked on Verges

The Chairman reported that there had been some considerable anger about cars parking and cars for sale on the verges and this had been raised at the annual parish meeting. 
It was noted that there was some activity by the police, but they had limited powers on which they could act.  Cllr Pack thought that the interested parties – eg, Police, District Council, County Council and Highways etc, should be getting together to resolve how to prevent this occurrence.  He wanted support to write a letter to the Chief Constable and the Chief Executive of the County Council asking for combined operations.

It was considered that legislation was in place to cope with removal of the vehicles, but suggested that the authorities needed to think laterally.


       v)

Chairman

Cllr Pack reported that he was stepping down as Chairman of the Parish Council with effect from forthcoming Annual Meeting.  He had enjoyed chairing the Council and was grateful for the support of the staff who had to put the Council’s ideas into practice.

He welcomed the positive and friendly atmosphere of the Council.

Cllr Robins stated that Cllr Pack had been an effective Chairman.

Chair.
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