Minutes of the Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council

Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington on Thursday 25th June 2009


      Present:-

Cllr D Betts (Chair)





Cllr J Garlick





Cllr A Graham





Cllr S Hepworth

Cllr A Hornsby-Smith

Cllr Chris Pack
Cllr Carole Pack






Cllr D Rae






Cllr C Robins






Cllr D Thompson
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs D Holloway, District Cllr N Prestidge, and District & County Councillor M Billington

Declaration of Interest: -
None.

14. Minutes
The minutes of the annual meeting of the Kidlington Parish Council held on 14th May 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record, with the exception that Cllr Garlick had been present and noting that the groups events working group / parish youth provision sub group should be removed from minute 6 (appointment to other bodies), as they had been included as sub-committees in minute 5.

A further amendment was to minute 9 (paragraph 3), second sentence relating to Cllr Robins to replace “he thought” to “he was concerned”.

15.
Matters Arising from minutes of meeting held on 14th May 2009

i) Chiltern Railways (Minute 8(iii)

The Council had been circulated with a letter from Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council in relation to the Chiltern Railway proposals and the suggested closure of the bridal road 229/5 crossing of the railway at Water Eaton.

Cllr Robins had looked on the Chiltern Railway website and had not seen that there would be closure on this particular site, though there were 2 other closures one of which was the footpath across the north oxford golf course.
The Council was asked whether it supported the stance taken by the Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council in this respect.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith was against objections to the closure of “any” footpath in accordance with the wording presented by Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council as he believed that extensive opposition would be detrimental to the viability of the proposal which was one that the Council supported.

Kidlington Parish Council had already submitted its initial comments on the proposal and there was a feeling that when the detailed plan was presented it would give an opportunity for further comment on such matters.

AGREED that the Parish Council continued to support in principal the Chiltern Railway proposal but would like the opportunity to comment on the detail in good time.

It was suggested that the Parish Council would support the retention of the Kidlington circular walk in entirety and that the Chiltern Railways officers would be welcomed to give further presentation to the Parish Council in good time.
ii) Exeter Close (Minute 8 (iv))
The Council were pleased to see the completion of the civic park first phase of the Exeter Close project and had received many good comments.  Cllr Chris Pack commented that the project had been designed by someone who had shown vision and sensitivity.  He reported that he and the Clerk had had a photo call with the Oxford Mail that morning.

He was attempting to get someone from Radio Oxford to open the site at 2 pm on Gala Day.

It was reported that the planting work had not been carried out because it was additional to the budget.  An application had been submitted to the Trust for the Oxfordshire Environment (TOE) to support the project but the initial submission earlier in the year had been deferred by TOE wanting more detail relating to the operation of the cycle path.  The project had had to start prior to the 31st March otherwise the major funding – from SEEDA – would have been lost.  When the TOE panel had reconvened in June it had deemed the project unsuitable because it was retrospective.  This was thought unfair but alternative funding sources for the planting were being sought.
iii) Legal Agreement for Gosford Development (Minute 8 (vi))
Cllr Gibbard had provided the office with a copy of the Section 106 agreement in respect of the Gosford Farm development and councillors were asked if they wanted a copy.  Councillors, Graham, Hornsby-Smith, Garlick, White and Hepworth requested one.

iv) Cars on Verges (Minute 8 (vii))
The Clerk confirmed the District Council Enforcement Officer had informed the Administrative Officer that the verge was in the ownership of the person parking the cars in that location.  
v) Eco Towns (Minute 12 (i))

Cllr Hornsby-Smith reported that the South East plan had changed the wording in respect of Eco Towns with no indication as to its reason for doing so.  It was now recorded that the South East Plan would assist with facilitating the provision of Eco Towns.  The District Council was in agreement with Weston Front that this was a substantial change but that no substantiation had been given for the change.

Another campaign group (FORD) had been told by the Secretary of State that the wording was unintentional but it was unfortunate that the Plan had already been published.
Weston Front was perusing this issue to get a definitive response.

vi) Thornbury House (Minute 12 (ii))

No further report had been received in regards to the Thornbury House proposals and a request was made that representatives attend the September council meeting to update on plans for the whole of the site.

vii) One Stop Shop (Minute 12 (iii))

The working group had met to determine views on what the office requirements were for the Parish Council. It was felt that offices for all staff were a priority as was the refurbishment of the toilets and access onto the Exeter Close site.  A request was to be levied for the investigation of the role of the information centre within the partnership.
viii) Health Centre (Minute 12 (iv))

It was reported that Parish Council representatives were meeting with representatives of the PCT and the doctors practices on the following Monday in regard to the detail of the site and how to accommodate any changes.

This was a difficult issue but Cherwell District Council was hoping to facilitate a plan.


16.
Minutes of Committees
Consideration was given to the minutes of the following committees which were confirmed and adopted:-

i)       Planning Committee – 21st May 2009

ii)      Policy and Finance Committee – 28th May 2009

a) Section 106 Payments (Minute 1) – It was considered that the presentation by Mr Cox had been extremely helpful though to date no breakdown of the figures for Kidlington had yet been received.  Cllr Rae reported that she had identified a source for receiving similar information from Cherwell District Council.  
RESOLVED:-

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable
in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are
instructed to withdraw.

b) Gravel Pits (Minute 8) – the Council discussed the recommendation and 

      agreed that a scoping briefing be prepared for consideration at the next   

      Council meeting.

iii) Planning Committee – 11th July 2009

iv) Policy and Finance Committee – 18th June 2009

a)  Overview and Scrutiny (Minute 10 (ii)) – it was pointed out in relation to the items presented by the Parish Council for scrutiny that the query regarding the LDF process had actually been thought a possible option for scrutiny, though the District Council would wait for the process to be completed first.

17.
Finance

i) Statement of Accounts 2008/9 
The Clerk reported that subsequent to the Policy and Finance Committee meeting held the previous week (18th June) a letter had been sent to the external auditor requesting that the council be allowed to wait until 30th September before signing the statement of accounts for the year ended March 2009 (as recommended by the Internal Auditor).  However, the External Auditor had responded that this was not possible and had explained that the regulations had required that if accounts for whatever reason were not signed by 30th June a subsequent deadline of 27th July existed, following which there had to be notices displayed as to why the accounts had not been completed.

The Council was reminded that the company Rural Business Solutions (RBS) had been commissioned to complete the Council’s accounts pending the appointment of the new Finance Officer and RBS were confident that the figures produced to 31st March 2009 were correct.
It was also noted that contrary to previous belief the internal audit could take place after the signing of the statement of accounts which could then be amended and initialled.  The Council was therefore asked to sign the statement of accounts as circulated to the meeting.

RESOLVED: that though the Council felt uncomfortable about the process, it accepted the recommendations of the finance staff. The Chair signed the statement.

It was agreed that a further meeting to discuss any alterations should be held and due to holidays and difficulties in securing a meeting in August, it was agreed that a council meeting should be held on 6th August prior to the Planning Committee meeting scheduled for that day.

ii)
Responsible Finance Officer
RESOLVED: to designate Mrs Cherie Carruthers as Responsible Finance Officer for the Parish Council.

iii) Authorisation of Cheques

The Council ratified authorisation of cheques written between 1st April 2009 and 25th June 2009.

Co-Operative Account PLC – Current account £28, 769.58

Payroll payment report - £17, 450.18


18.
Youth Council

Cllr Hepworth reported on proposals for the Council to consider a Youth Council.  Advice had been sought from Bicester where a Youth Council had been in operation during the last year with a £500.00 start up grant.
The idea was to get young people into the community and to gain knowledge of the local government process.

The District Council Officer Jon Wild who had a brief to work with young people had been instrumental in setting up the Bicester scheme and was happy to talk to the Kidlington Parish Councillors about a similar arrangement.  He was also willing to visit the local schools.

It was explained that the £500.00 grant had been given by Bicester Town Council and had been used to go to open days to talk to youth and find out what they wanted.
Councillors thought this was an excellent principle but the difficulty was to know how to get it started.  A suggestion was made that there were school councils which could be approached in the first instance and a scheme could be evolved from there.

It was also asked who would supervise the scheme and it had been suggested that maybe the youth service should carry out the role.
There was concern that if the Parish Council attempted to set up a scheme it could be alien to the young people and not achieve the purpose for which it was created.  Cllr Garlick was supportive of the idea in principle but was concerned that the NAG group were commenting on youth loitering.  She was aware that some youths did not want to be involved in structured activities and felt that these were not the ones who would be involved in the Youth Council.

The consensus view was to support the principle of the setting up of a Youth Council and a desire to see how it would link in with the schools.  It was AGREED to arrange a meeting with Bicester Youth council representatives and Jon Wild together with Richard Belmont of Gosford Hill School. Parish Council representatives would be Cllrs Hepworth, Rae, Wyse and White.

19.
Cherry Close – Deed of Easement

The Council had been circulated with heads of terms for an easement for the Thames Water project on land owned by Kidlington Parish Council at Cherry Close.

RESOLVED: to accept the heads of terms which provided that the Thames Water should maintain the paved area to the reasonable satisfaction of the Council.


20.
Co Option

The Council received a recommendation from the Policy and Finance Committee regarding the process for co option to the Council which was AGREED though reducing the maximum time for a question and answer session with individual applicants to 15 minutes.

A panel was appointed to consist of the Chair of the Council (Cllr D Betts), Chair of Policy and Finance (Cllr D Rae), Chair of Community (Cllr Chris Pack), Cllr Hornsby-Smith (Labour Representative) and Cllr Thompson (Independent Representative). 
The Council was reminded that there was a current vacancy for which no application for election had been received.  This would be advertised in the Kidlington News in August, with a view to a co-option taking place at the September meeting.

21.
Animation Station
Cllr Chris Pack reported that as part of the bid to SEEDA for improvements to the Exeter Close project, funding had also been secured for the development of facilitates within Exeter Hall and included the purchase of equipment for an animation station. This encompassed photography, making cartoons, and other animations.  Camcorders, microphones etc were part of the equipment to learn skills in connection with the animation process.

An experiment had taken place in Banbury with some outreach to The Forum Youth Centre and Gosford Hill School.  The first set of courses were to take place in the summer holidays for young people aged 9 -16.

The Council noted that the digital photo courses were now fully booked.

Cllr Pack explained that there had been some problems regarding supervision at lunch time and it was suggested that someone from one of the local nurseries may be able to be employed to cover the lunch times as they would carry a CRB check.

22.
Reports

i) Burial Ground

Cllr Chris Pack reported on the article that had been in the Oxford Mail the previous day relating to the staff request for removal of solar lights and ornaments on a plot in the new Garden of Remembrance.  
Cllr Thompson explained that he was aware of the plot in question and understood that due to a recent bereavement in his own family that the rules and regulations were presented to those who were purchasing the plots and that they were well aware of what was and was not permitted.

The matter would be discussed at the Community Committee the following week and Cllr Pack asked for the general feeling of the Council. The Council was supportive of such action being taken.
Cllr Robins asked that any decisions would be taken with caution as there were different opinions of what was acceptable. It was important to be sensitive to the feelings of bereaved people.

ii) High Street Furniture

Cllr Chris Pack with Cllr Carole Pack as Chair of the Kidlington in Bloom had walked through the High Street the previous day with officers from Cherwell District Council with the objective of looking at the snags relating to the installation of the new street furniture.   There were some instances of poor reinstatement of certain setts and these were being taking up with the contractor.

There were other issues relating to the omission of planters on the Hampden Building/Co-Op side of the road and a request had been made for the removal of the recycling waste bins located at the front entrance to the High Street.

Cllr Pack reported that the meeting had been resistant to discussing views on furniture but he personally was upset at the appearance of the covered seating area.  It did not have the overhang as shown on the drawing now said to be indicative only.  
His prime concern was that the Parish Council had not been consulted on the design of that particular piece of furniture until after it had been procured.
He did not like the furniture but had been told that there was nothing that could be done.  The Committee AGREED that Cherwell District Council should be informed of concerns about the scheme and Councillors were requested to email comments to the Clerk prior to the Community Committee the following week.

Other highlighted issues had directly related to the removal of the fencing and also the fact that the new unit replacing the band stand took a smaller footprint. Both now allowed parking in front of the shops.

Councillor Pack reported that the District Council officers had been told by the Highways Authority to reduce clutter which was why no replacement fencing had been erected.
The Chair felt that this was an issue to be pursued but should be done during discussion of the general car parking matters relating to High Street.

It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Order 1(a) to allow for the meeting to 

continue for a further 10 minutes.

iii) Kidlington in Bloom

Cllr Carole Pack reported that the judging for the In Bloom competition was to take place on the 21st July 2009.  She advised Council that planting had been promised by the following day being the 26th June at the latest, and it was noted that no baskets had yet been erected at Exeter Hall or on the “pirate ship”.

She hoped that those baskets that had already been erected and future ones would fill out sufficiently before the judging date.

iv) Kaleidoscope Centre
It was noted that a planning application had been submitted for the renewal of consent and continued use of the Kaleidoscope pre-fabricated building for a further period of 5 years. A request was made that the Community Committee be asked to confirm this.

The meeting finished at 9.40pm.

Chair.
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