Minutes of Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held at 

Exeter Hall on Thursday 19th November 2009




Present
:

Cllr D Betts (Chair)







Cllr T Emptage








Cllr Alan Graham







Cllr D Holloway







Cllr A Hornsby-Smith








Cllr Carole Pack








Cllr Chris Pack







Cllr C Robins








Cllr D Thompson








Cllr M White








Cllr T Wyse
District Councillors D Williamson and J Wyse and 

County Councillor M Gibbard.
Apologies  :
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Garlick, S Hepworth and D Rae.
Declarations of interest  
:

Cllr D Betts declared a personal interest in the Thornbury House discussions as he lived in The Moors.

35. 
Thornbury House Site

The Chair welcomed Jonathan Clapton of the Oxfordshire County Council Property Section, and Jeremy Flawn from Mouchel.

They were attending the meeting to talk about the Thornbury House site.

Mr Clapton explained that planning permission had now been given for a new residential home 

on the site, and it had taken a while to secure the works due to an application for a licence for protected species.  This has now been issued and work was to start in April 2010 with a completion date of November 2011.

Before the building works commence it was necessary to find new accommodation for the offices, and the County Council was currently negotiating for a relocation.  They had also negotiated a construction access to the north of the site.

Mr Flawn explained that the remainder of the site was on the County Council disposal list and that his company Mouchel had been appointed to advise on disposal.

The company was considering the marketing and planning permission possibilities of the site before proceeding with disposal.

Mouchel had discussed the options with interested parties, e.g. English Heritage, District Council, Oxfordshire County Council’s planners etc, Highways etc.  

It was important to obtain an effective access to the site to avoid impact on neighbours.  There was no firm view on the most suitable use for the site but the most likely options were extra care housing or residential.  With regard to the former the County Council needed a policy decision before proceeding.

In the meantime both options remained open and a number of surveys had been undertaken including ecology, land and tree etc.

It had also been necessary to look at some of the structures on the site that might be retained.  It was a complicated site housing some listed buildings and some which were curtilage listed. 

Highways believed that the existing access onto the site was insufficient for a residential development that encompassed the whole site and an alternative may have to be considered.   The main option for an alternative access was to take a road in opposite Benmead Road.  
It was explained that the site was 1.2 hectares.

The company was working towards a capital receipt in 2011 / 12 so there was approximately 18 months to deliver a scheme.

Assurances were given to the Parish Council that both it and residents would be consulted when the options had been considered.  Mr Flawn confirmed that he was aware of the right of way issues on the proposed access and the fact that the adjacent pond had been identified as having Great Crested Newts.

Traffic counts had been carried out on The Moors.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith reported that the site had been discussed by the Parish Council and it had been submitted as an option under the local development framework (LDF).  At that time the Parish Council had thought it suitable for sheltered accommodation. It was looking to maximise on the infill options within the village.

A question was raised as to whether elderly accommodation would have a lesser traffic impact and this was agreed. It was explained that there was an established level of traffic on the site due to the staff using the access.

However, with a more fit elderly population it was suggested that there were a greater number of cars driven by elderly people.

Mr Clapton confirmed that the County Council would prefer not to have to create another access but there would become a point when maximising use of the site meant that an alternative access would have to be considered.

Cllr Graham was aware that a lot of work had been invested to find a suitable access and he agreed that the Parish Council was in favour of development at this site.  However, he thought there was a need to set a deadline for determining the access question with a conclusion when the County Council decided if it could or could not develop the site.

Cllr Graham was worried that with the imminent development of the children’s home at the rear of the site, he thought that the plans should be brought forward as soon as possible.   Residents had concerns and needed to be consulted as soon as possible.
Mr Clapton reported that initial Highway assessment was in favour of a social care development on the site so that this was being pursued as a favoured option.

The County Council would soon be able to work out the numbers of dwellings that suited the existing access and the Parish Council was assured that the County Council was coming to the end of a long process of determination.

Mr Clapton reported that English Heritage had said that they would not object to the listed wall being breached to gain an access, but that the District Council Heritage Officers had been unhappy with such a proposal and English Heritage had deferred to them.

Cllr Chris Pack said that he felt that there should not be an underestimation of the feeling of local residents.  He said that the right of way was a gate way to the Kidlington Meadows the importance of which English Heritage may not realise.

Mr Clapton also reported that a poor Ofsted report on the quality of the building was the reason that the rebuilding of the children’s home was being progressed faster than the plans for the remainder of the site. He stressed that this had not been in respect of the care of the children.

He acknowledged that the County Council had under-estimated the feelings of the local people in regard to the whole site.  The assumption had been that the problems would relate to the relocation of the home bearing in mind the history of the site.  However, it was agreed that the current administration and the problems associated with Thornbury House were considerably different.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith asked about access through the nearby modern cul-de-sacs. He had looked at these and there were no houses at the end.  He realised that this would be unpopular at this but thought that it should be considered.

He was advised that Highways had been consulted over such an option. The response had been that the road was too narrow for large quantities of traffic.  However, if the plot was parcelled off and say upto 5 dwellings received access from this area it might be worthy of consideration.

Cllr Graham reminded the officers that this was green belt land and access at this point would require a large expanse of roadway and this would be located within the green belt.

He asked that if and when the officers were investigating alternative access if the Parish Council be informed as soon as possible so as to be able to consider some of the broader issues they would present.

Cllr Betts said that access opposite Benmead Road would require some passage through private land. He was concerned that if there was shared funding a large amount of the receipts would be paid to a private owner.  Mr Flawn agreed and said that there was case law that meant that a demonstration of looking at alternative accesses had an effect on the amount that could be demanded in such circumstances.

Mr Clapton and Mr Flawn were thanked for their attendance and left the meeting at 8.05pm

The Chair welcomed Tim Emptage to his first Council meeting.

36.

District / County Councillor Reports

i) Cllr Wyse

Cllr Wyse reported that he had been working with Cherwell District Council officers in relation to the “In Bloom” project and had said that it was important for something to be done about the frontages of the Fish & Chip shop and M&D Homes just to the north of Exeter Hall on the Oxford Road.  The District Council officers had determined that action could be taken as anti-social behaviour and M & D Homes were being requested to put their frontage into a decent order.  In addition it was thought that some persuasion could be done to the Fish & Chip shop to persuade them to fill in the potholes. Driving over the surface was putting pedestrians in danger through the potholes.

He had spoken to the Police in regard to the parking in High Street and asked what could be done.  He had reminded the Police that they had a duty to protect the public, and the effect on both police and the District Council could be detrimental.
It had been thought both organisations could be sued for failing to restrict the parking.

Cllr Pack added that he thought there was a need to get more help from the Police for the Kidlington community in general.

ii) Cllr Gibbard

Cllr Gibbard reported on the Eco-Town extension to the north-west of Bicester.  He stated that there was a 60 million pound pot of money for the chosen areas and invitations to bid for a start-up fund.  Cherwell District Council were trying to obtain 20 million pounds of this to provide 200 exemplar eco-homes on the site but also to add to improvements in eco-terms to existing houses within Bicester.  The terminology was now Eco-Bicester.

A Bicester summit was being held and details would be passed through to those who were interested.

Cllr Gibbard pointed out that most of the land owners of the sites included in the development proposals were now in communication with the District Council.  Sanctuary Housing - being the registered social landlord within the area - was working with the District Council to become eco-credible.

Cllr Gibbard also reported that he had been watching closely the challenges made to the green belt options; and he reminded members that the CPRE had launched a challenge on the Grenoble Road proposal to the south of Oxford.  Similar challenges had been successful in other plans in particular the South West Plan.

He was thinking of the interest locally in the Kidlington, Begbroke and Yarnton triangle.  He reported that the LDF timetable had changed and that there would be a core-strategy consultation in January 2010, but that the Kidlington and rural strategy would be for consultation at the end of 2010 with ratification at the end of 2011.
The Gosford Farm development was now complete. 50% of the dwellings had been allocated and had all gone to people with Gosford / Kidlington connections.

The remaining half of the site was shared ownership for which allocation would take longer.

He confirmed that there was Section 106 money for a pedestrian crossing to the site but he did not know what progress had been made.
Cllr Hornsby-Smith added that he was aware that CPRE thought that references to Grenoble Road would be removed from the south east plan because there of the intent to get the plan agreed prior to an election.  There was uncertainty of what effect this would have on housing targets. 

Cllr Hornsby-Smith also added that the Parish Council had recommended for development the site of the former Rugby Club which was located on Green Belt land and could deliver 400 homes.  He was anxious that this would not be lost as a proposal.

Cllr Gibbard thought the conundrum was how to promote desirable sites but decline the unwanted sites such as the Kidlington / Begrbroke / Yarnton triangle.

37.    
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held on Thursday 17th September 2009, were agreed and signed as a true record.

38. Matters Arising from the meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held on 
17th September 2009.


i)
Food Waste Collection (Minute 23 (ii))
Cards had been put through the doors of houses and that the food waste collection was to start in November.  Cllr Pack suggested information be placed on the Kidlington Parish Council website.
ii)
Sustainable Community (Minute 23)

Cllr Pack and the Clerk had attended that morning the last meeting of the Cherwell Community Partnership Plan.  The new Sustainable Community Plan started on 30th November.  It was confirmed that some of the comments made by the Parish Council had not been incorporated in the revised plan but discussions had taken place with the officer and it was hoped that this would be rectified.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith wanted to know what changes had been made and what had been left out and was advised that when the subsequent changes had been put into the plan he would be circulated with a revised draft.1970
It was noted that there had been some concerns about the fact that the board leading the Sustainable Community Plan would have no Parish Council representation and be reliant on information from the Parish Liaison meeting.

The Chair reported that he had attended the Parish Liaison Meeting the following week, and whilst it was an admirable forum it had not been Chaired by a Parish Council representative.  He advised that the Council agreed the letter should be sent stressing the Parish Council’s concerns about lack of representation and to ensure that there was the promised 6 month review.
iii) High Street Furniture (Minute 25(vi))

Cllr Pack reported that the seats in High Street had been re-varnished.  He had felt that this was rather soon after their installation and was worried whether it would be ongoing.

iv) Animation Station (Minute 25(vii))

Cllr Pack reported that the post to promote the animation station within the Cherwell District had been abandoned.  He was concerned that this may have an effect on the Parish Council’s ability to deliver but it was known that the member of staff was taking on a private consultancy and was willing to work for the Parish Council at the same rate.  However, it meant that all sessions would have to be funded by the Parish Council.

v) Health Centre (Minute 29)

It was agreed that there was a need to investigate the maximum use of the site and to that end meetings were taking place with representatives from Coleman Hicks to consider the possibility of a masterplan.

vi) Co-Option (Minute 31)

The Chair reported that it was with regret that he had received a resignation from Cllr Jackie Garlick who was finding that she was very busy both in work and in other voluntary activities within the community and could no longer make time for her parish council duties.

The Council was advised that the notice advertising an election for the vacancy caused by the resignation of Cllr Stephen Bird would expire on the following Monday.  A new notice would have to be displayed for the new vacancy, but an advertisement could be placed for a co-option, and it should be possible to co-opt to both vacancies at the same time.

District Councillor Doug Williamson arrived at 8.40pm and was welcomed by the Chair and invited to give a District Councillor report.
39. Operation of Ethical Framework Survey

The District Council had requested response to a survey on the operation to the ethical framework and the Clerk had circulated the questionnaire for the consideration of members.

The Council agreed appropriate responses and the Clerk was requested to submit these to the District Council.

40.
Speed Limit Review on Oxford Road

The Council had been informed of proposals to change the speed limits within Oxfordshire and those affecting Kidlington were an extension of the 50 listed bullet points 

i) An extension of 50mph restriction either side of Langford Lane traffic lights on A44.

ii) Change speed limit down to 30mph round Kidlington roundabout.

Comments had been submitted, to the deadline of 7th August and a response had been received claiming that there had been an error on the plans and that the proposed limit around the roundabout was should have been 40mph.
It had been explained that the roundabout was currently “de-restricted” (ie, 60mph), and the County Council wanted to rectify this situation by bringing in a suitable order.

The public notices had now been issued and a response was required the following day.  

The matter had been discussed at the recent Traffic Advisory Committee, and some Parish Council representatives were concerned that they wanted a 30mph speed limit around the roundabout and for this to be continued on the Oxford Road through to the Bicester Road junction.  The reasons given were that there were 3 schools on this stretch of road together with a sports centre plus new additions of Sainsbury’s and the bus lane, causing problems for turning into the facilities and service roads.

The Clerk was requested to respond to the public notice that the Parish Council wanted a tidy up of the area and to have a 30mph limit both around the Kidlington roundabout and along the Oxford Road to the Bicester Road junction.

41.       Committee Minutes

Consideration was given to the minutes of the following Committees which were confirmed and adopted  :-



Community Committee

-
24th September 2009

i) Village Centre Management Board (Minute 33)

The Council RESOLVED to support the recommendation for “the implementation 
of a pedestrianised core period of 10am – 16.30pm with exemptions to owner access and emergency vehicles and postal operators with limited disabled parking” in the western area of High Street.



Policy & Finance Committee

1st October 2009


Planning Committee



8th October 2009
Planning Committee



12th November 2009

i) Planning Portals – Improving the quality of advice to planning system users (Minute 47))

The Council RESOLVED to support the information on current planning applications to go to www.cherwell-dc.gov.uk  and that information about how to make a planning application and for further advice on outbuildings, conservatories, porches, loft conversions, and extensions, to go to the www.planningportal.gov.uk .
This was because it was felt that the advice given on the general planning portal site was very good for those wishing to make a planning application and whilst this could be done through the Cherwell District Council site it was not specific on the procedure.

42.        Authorisation of Cheques

The Council ratified authorisation of cheques written between 1st September and 30th September 2009.

Co-operative Bank – Current account
-
£53,987.48

(including wages & salaries payments of £16,205.01)

Abbey National account 



£448,500.00

National Westminster Impressed account 

£1,378.81

43.       One Stop Shop Update

The Chair reported that a group had met with Cherwell District Council officers to discuss the options for a joint facility and the effect on the Exeter Hall building, and the District Council had gone to their own design and build contractors (Paragon) to determine a plan that had been produced at no cost.

However, the subsequent drawings that had been tabled, had been unsatisfactory to both parties and
in consequence the District Council officers had gone away to consider future options.
The Chair had been in contact with Ian Davies who was the Director now responsible for this area. He reported that Cherwell District Council were paying an architect to work out several proposals ranging from the most simplistic to the most complicated to determine costs and what was the most suitable to cover all options and finances available.

 44.       Questions to Chair

None had been submitted.


45.
Reports to Council
i) The Broadway

Cllr Hornsby-Smith reported that he had submitted a survey with photographs and video evidence relating to parking abuse and danger to pedestrians crossing the service road to and from Sainsbury’s.  To end the survey period he had found inappropriate parking for around 10% of the time.  Shoppers from Sainsbury’s were the main users of the crossing (80%), some of them who then got into cars that had been parked in The Broadway.  

The Section 106 agreement with Sainsbury’s allowed for £50,000 for highway measures to offset the impact to the extension.  £25,000 of this had been spent on a new bus stop on the C43 which had been expressly rejected by both Sainsbury’s and the County Council at the enquiry.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith’s survey had been limited, but the County’s response to date had been unhelpful.  A suggestion was for a week long survey during opening hours being 102 hours which would probably require 3 people to carry out the survey.

Follow-up discussions would be taking place with the Highways Traffic Officer.  

Cllr Hornsby-Smith was recommending that payment of the full survey was disproportionate to the cost of the work at around £1000-1500.  There could be an exploration of the possibility of using CCTV footage from the police camera and in the absence of any compromise following a meeting, to contact the County Councillors and point out how this was being handled.
Cllr Hornsby-Smith would report back to the Council on the position if no action had been taken. 

ii) Local Transport Plan 

Cllr Hornsby-Smith reported that most of the suggestions for changed objectives in the local transport plan had been rejected by the County Council Executive.

The core objections had been the proposed objectives did not go far enough in trying to reduce the number of journeys taken.  The weaker objective “to reduce carbon emission” had been incorporated.

iii) Signage
Cllr Hornsby-Smith reported that Kidlington was now signposted from the London direction at the Cutteslowe Roundabout.  It had taken a year and a half to achieve this through the Traffic Advisory Committee.
iv) Kidlington Village Centre Management Board

Cllr Chris Pack reported on the meeting that had taken the previous evening.  The shoppers guide was close to publication, but he was unsure about some of the photographs. 

v) Kidlington In Bloom

Cllr Carole Pack reported that Kidlington had again won a Silver Gilt award and she again noted that there was a need for more sponsorship if Kidlington was to succeed to any greater extent.

vi) St Mary’s Field

Cllr Carole Pack reported that there had been several sessions of working groups at the St Mary’s Field and that an annual donation had again been received of £100.

Two strips of wild flowers had been planted for the spring.
Also, there was a survey of rare butterflies which had been discovered on the site.

 RESOLVED to suspend Standing Order 1(a) to allow for the meeting to continue 

for a further 30 minutes
vii) Parish Liaison Meeting

The Chair reported that he had attended the Parish Liaison Meeting the previous week.  It was a difficult meeting to key into and he noted that the District Council were setting up a parish portal to link into information.

RESOLVED “in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily

 excluded and they are instructed to withdraw”

viii) Allotments in North Kidlington

The Council considered a draft scoping paper and RESOLVED to appoint a working group to look into details.

The appointed group which could be changed if matters progressed were Cllrs David Betts, Alan Graham, Carole Pack and Maurice White.

The meeting closed at 10.00pm

Chair.
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