Minutes of Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council 

held at Exeter Hall on Thursday 17th September 2009




Present
:

Cllr D Betts (Chair)








Cllr S Bird








Cllr Alan Graham







Cllr D Holloway








Cllr Devena Rae








Cllr C Robins








Cllr D Thompson








Cllr M White

Also in attendance County Cllr M Gibbard, County & District M Billington, and District 

Councillor N Prestidge.

Declarations of interest

:
None

Apologies  :
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Garlick, S Hepworth, 
A Hornsby-Smith, Chris Pack, Carole Pack, T Wyse

22.

Minutes

i)
25th June 2009 - The minutes of the meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held on 25th June 2009, were agreed and signed as a true record, with the alteration, that Cllr M White was present and that following item 15(ii(d) the Council returned to public session.

ii)
6th August 2009 – The minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held on 6th August 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.


23.

County Councillor Reports



i)
Cllr M Billington
Cllr M Billington reported that Thames Water scheme for improvements at 

Cherry Close was working, and that improvements to the pumping station were to start the following week.  

Drainage problems had been experienced in the area with drainage which meant that traffic lights had had to be installed on the Bicester Road/Evans Lane junction while repairs were taking place.

In answer to a query regarding the enquiry into 62 High Street, it was noted that this had not yet appeared on the inspectorate list.



ii)
Cllr Gibbard
Cllr Gibbard reported that the north/west Bicester was now a location for an eco-town, and reported that the statement on Weston-Otmoor had legally had 
to include the words “not this time.”  Cllr Gibbard stressed that the resurrection of Weston Otmoor proposal was extremely unlikely.

He reported that while the North/West Bicester site was included, money 

would be given to Cherwell District Council that could be put to improvements at Bicester such as the motorway junction improvements.  There had been criticism of the District Council that it had failed to consult local people prior to the decision being made and it was explained that this was not part of the remit of submission of a site but that Cherwell District Council was now extensively consulting on the program.

Cllr Gibbard reported that the affordable housing site on the Bicester Road
was now advertising the first 20 dwellings and he reminded the Council that 
the District Council had nomination rights on who would be eligible.  It was confirmed that there would be 38 dwellings in total on completion of the scheme.



Food waste collection in Kidlington would start in January.

Cllr Gibbard reported that the County Council had recently debated a site for an incinerator in Oxfordshire, and that the County Council's preference was at Ardley.  However, Cherwell District Council was a consultee and had strongly objected to this site on traffic grounds.  Cllr Graham asked if Cllr Gibbard was aware of what problems were being experienced on the Chiltern Railway bid and it was reported that no more was known about any problems other than the press reports which had suggested that engineering constraints on the dualling of the line had proven too expensive.  Without the dualling, in the problem area, Chiltern Railway was stating that it could accommodate 4 trains per hour on the single line.

Councillors commented that with regard to the Water Eaton station there was an understanding that the special circumstances of the green belt had been quoted as a problem for the County Council.  The Council should be aware that the special circumstances had not inhibited the siting of the park & ride and it was thought that the progress of the station required a close watching brief.




iii)

Cllr D Rae




Cllr Rae reported that she sat on scrutiny committees at Cherwell District 

Council and had attended one discussing partnerships.  There had been recent consideration of the Kidlington Village Centre Management Committee which was a
partnership of the District Council. The report into this could be seen on the District Council website.



24.

Sustainable Community

The Council welcomed Helen Cooperthwaite who explained that she was an officer of Cherwell District Council, but in this instance was representing the local strategic partnership of organizations within the Cherwell District.
She advised that Kidlington Parish Council as well as Kidlington Voice were members of the partnership. The Cherwell Community Planning Partnership brings together the public, private and community sector organisations within Cherwell.
The partnership is responsible for ensuring the delivery of the community plan which as it is becoming out of date is to be replaced by the new “Cherwell Sustainable Community Strategy”.

This will set a strategic vision for the economic, social and environmental wellbeing of the area until 2030.  The strategy prioritises the most important issues for the district and will work alongside the local development framework.

The local issues relating to Kidlington specified in the draft were:

Economic

· Encourage stronger links between all industrial areas, the airport and local residents and the village centre

· Support the development of the civic and shopping areas of the village

· Position Kidlington as a unique place on account of the airport, University of Oxford Science Park, and its proximity to Oxford

· Explore the full commercial and recreational potential of the canal and airport.

Opportunities for all

· Increase consultation with and facilities for young people

· Ensure sufficient access to services for a village of this size

Connected and protected

· Directly address the issue of the main road bisecting the village and traffic management

· Continue to explore the possibility of a new station

· Provide affordable and appropriate housing development in close consultation with the village community.
Miss Cooperthwaite identified the areas for consideration for Kidlington and advised that the deadline for comment was 9th October 2009.

She offered the services of herself or a colleague to attend any meetings that the Parish Council might have to take notes and she advised that the confirmation of the plan would be taking place on the 19th October at Cherwell.
Miss Cooperthwaite was asked what plans for recycling business waste existed and advised that she would get information passed to the Parish Council.  
It was also noted that there was some generality to the comments, and queries as to how the health check was included into the draft.  

It was agreed that the discussion on the detail of the document and any comments in regard to the Kidlington areas should be put in writing to the Clerk and discussed at the Policy & Finance Committee scheduled for 1st October.  

The Chair thanked Miss Cooperthwaite for an interesting and clear account and promised that the Parish Council would be responding in due course.



25.
Matters Arising from meeting held on 25th June 2009




i)
Legal Agreement for Gosford development (Minute 15(iii))



The Clerk reported that the document had been received but had been 



incomplete.  
Cllr Gibbard had now obtained a new one which would be 


photocopied to the relevant members.




ii)
Thornbury House (Minute 15(vi))







The request for attendance at the meeting on the 17th September had been 


put to the appropriate officers, who had actually asked if they could attend the 


next (November) meeting instead.

This had been agreed because the September meeting was overloaded due to co-option and the presentation on Sustainable Community.

The Clerk was asked to make sure that the officers understood that the Council was interested in knowing about the development of the whole site and not just the changes to the Thornbury House building.




iii)
One Stop Shop (Minute 15(vii))

Officers from Cherwell District Council and Paragon, acting as CDC contractor had visited Exeter Hall and met with  Cllr Rae and the Clerk to assess the available space for a One Stop Shop facility.   Paragon was formulating a design plan to be forwarded as soon as possible for consideration.  In order to assist the contractor in identifying use of the building, Cllr Rae had produced a spreadsheet showing the use of all rooms for the last 12 months.  It was understood that the intention was of Cherwell was to get an agreement  on the plans prior to the end of October.




iv)
Section 106 Payments (Minute 16(ii(a)))

The Clerk reported that contact had been made with Cherwell District Council and a substantial list of available Section 106 monies had been secured.  The Community Committee meeting of 24th September would consider the options. 




v)
Youth Council (Minute 18)

Cllr Hepworth had sent her apologies to the meeting but asked that it be reported that the next meeting of the group was taking place on the forth-coming Monday, and that an update would be available following that meeting.




vi)
High Street Furniture (Minute 22(ii))

The Chair of the Council had at the request of the Community Committee sent a letter to the District Council concerning a number of issues including High Street furniture where there had been disappointment in the service given by the District Council.




The Strategic Director – Environment & Community of Cherwell District 


Council had offered to attend a meeting to discuss the issues.




He was attending the Community Meeting on 24th September and the Chair 


reported that his intention in sending a letter had not been to be critical but to 


devise ways of moving forward.




He extended an invitation to any member to attend the Committee meeting 


and if they wanted copies of the letter to request them from the office.




vii)
Animation Station (Minute 20)




It was noted that some Councillors had attended a review of the first week of 


the animation station and been impressed.  The youngsters who had attended 


had submitted their short film of their work which had been given an award.



26.   
Matters Arising from minutes of Extraordinary meeting of Parish Council




on 6th  August 2009




i)
Statement of Accounts 2008 / 09 (Stratfield Brake Bar)
The Clerk had circulated background information in relation to how the bar operation at Stratfield Brake had been agreed.
The Chairman reported that at the Stratfield Brake Management Committee the previous evening, the clubs had been advised of the Parish Council’s concern and that the issues were historical and needed close monitoring.

Cllr Rae left the meeting at 8.30pm




ii)
South East Plan
The Council had been circulated with a report to the South East England partnership board meeting of 15th July 2009.  Section 3 referred to legal challenges launched to the plan including challenges against a selective 
Oxford Green belt review including ones from Oxford University.
Cllr Hornsby-Smith had suggested that the Council may wish to respond to this pointing out that it may be worth stipulating that the Parish Council opposed the original proposal from the University on the grounds of Green Belt sustainability and play shaping grounds in the terms of the detrimental effect of coalescence of the three settlements for Kidlington, Yarnton and Begbroke.  Also, that the main employment generating area for Oxford was 10 miles to the south east of Oxford, and that the Parish Council had understood that the University had withdrawn its proposal at the examination in public stage.

The Clerk had spoken to an officer of the Government Office of the South East (GOSE), and had learned that the legal challenge was on a technical point relating to process.

GOSE was aware of the objections of the Parish Council and it was understood that the challenge followed a previous successful challenge to 
the East of England Plan.  

It was difficult for the Parish Council to become involved in this process but 
a watching brief should be maintained.

27. Minutes of Committees

Consideration was given to the minutes of the following committees which were confirmed and adopted:-

i) Community Committee – 2nd July 2009

ii) Planning Committee – 9th July 2009

iii) Planning Committee – 6th August 2009

a) Cllr White was asked about his research into the 61 High Street proposal and reported that he now understood the certificate of lawfulness, and the stopping-up order.  He had circulated a draft of 
the history of the site to the Planning Committee.

He had spoken to the lead complainer and had information.  Currently he was investigating an extinguishing order versus stopping-up to discover the difference between them.  It appeared that the parish had a right of veto over an extinguishing order.





It was suggested that extinguishing orders referred to rights of way.

iv) Planning Committee – 3rd September 2009

28. Authorisation of Cheques

The Council ratified authorization of cheques written between 16th June 2009 and 31st August 2009.










£

Co-operative Bank plc – current account

-
207,290.21

Payroll payment report



-
  20,935.46 

29. Health Centre

The Council was circulated with a report relating to the proposals for an improved Health Centre on the Exeter Close site as part of the improved civic use of the site.  
A working group had been in formation to discuss the options.  This consisted of representatives 
of the doctors, PCT and relevant officers from Cherwell District Council who were assisting with the formulation of the plan as well as Parish Council representatives, as land owners.
As part of the District Council assistance, Linda Rand, who is the Planning, Design and Conservation Team Leader had drawn up a master plan from the site.

The first draft had been circulated to the members for comment.
The Council saw that there was a proposal for closing up the existing access onto the Exeter Close site, and to create a new access road which would form a crossroads with Sterling Road approach.  Originally the master plan had shown parking on the garden area but a new draft would be drawn with parking located on the site of the existing Health Centre.

A recommendation which was being warmly supported by the working group was to provide a Health Centre at right angles to the existing which would in fact be located on the site of the current Health Centre car park.

There had been some concern about the relocated entrance and the Council was asked to consider the principle of a new health centre, the positioning of new building, car parking issues, and the entrance to the site.

The Committee was in principle in agreement with the new health centre but concern was expressed at the implications on the south end of the village of incorporating the Gosford Hill Medical Centre, and it was felt important that consultation was carried out with those affected.

The Chair agreed that as a representative on the working group he would ask that a feasibility of the inclusion of the Gosford Centre was represented.

The Council agreed that the positioning of the new building on the existing centre car park was an appropriate option.

It was agreed that the car parking could be located on the existing Health Centre site,  and the Council was concerned that all efforts be made to ensure improved car parking provision on the site bearing in mind the additional traffic that would be generated by the new facility.
With regard to the entrance to the site, comment was made that the purpose of the civic garden had been to encourage pedestrians/cycle access to the area and the inclusion of a new access at this point would produce a new barrier.

It was noted the Highways had problems with this as an access not least because of the complexity of the junction, exacerbated by the priority given to the fire station.  
The Council asked that the access be retained in the existing position, though acknowledging that this was not necessarily ideal.
30. Burial Ground Search

The Council was advised of recent meetings held to discuss the options for the Council’s preferred site for a new burial ground and RESOLVED to support the recommendation that 2 ½ acres be purchased with an option to buy a further 2 ½ acres with an offer of £20,000 per acre.

Also that consideration be given to the use of parts of the land for allotments during the initial period of say 20/25 years until required for burial purposes.

It was hoped that a report would have been received on whether the offer was considered acceptable and be presented at the forthcoming Community Committee meeting.

RESOLVED that: under section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 
excluded on the grounds that the following involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 11 of Part 1 of schedule 12A of the Act.
31. Co-Option

The Council had heard presentations from 3 candidates for the vacancy that had been caused by the resignation of Cllr Guy Lawfull.  The Chair reported that a resignation had now been received from Cllr Stephen Bird who was moving from the area.  That vacancy would exist from the 31st October 2009.  The formal processes would have to be followed including advertising that a vacancy existed and allowing time for an election to be called.  The Chair asked if it was possible that a second person could be reserved for the eventuality that no election was called.

Members were uncomfortable bearing in mind a new policy had just been agreed and bearing in mind that as the timescale meant that nothing would have happened until the November meeting, and the November Council meeting could decide how to proceed.

The Council was asked to vote on their preferred candidate from the three submissions and RESOLVED to co-opt Mr Tim Emptage to fill the current vacancy.

32. Allotments in North Kidlington

The Chairman had prepared a scoping report in regard to the allotments which was circulated but as so few members were present it was AGREED to defer consideration of this item till the next Council meeting.

RESOLVED that: in accord with section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, there 
was no further likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 11 of Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Act.

The public therefore no longer be excluded from the meeting.

33. Questions

i) Postbox

Cllr Holloway reported that the post-box had recently been removed from Mill Street and it was advised that a response to members had been given in regard to this matter that confirmed that the post-box would not be restored.  Correspondence would be circulated.

34. Reports to Council

i) The Environment Agency

The Chair reported that he had earlier in the day met with representatives of Cherwell District Council and Oxfordshire County Council with the Environment Agency to discuss the report on flooding prepared by Mr Carl Smith.

In result the Parish Council would be more pro-active in feeding information in regard to flooding matters to a designated group which would meet a couple of times per year.

Chair.
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