Minutes of the meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

 held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

 on Thursday July 14th 2005
 Present: 



         Councillor D Betts (Chair)
Councillor J Garlick

  Councillor A Graham

     Councillor Carole Pack
Councillor C Robins






         Councillor J Ruiz
Declaration of Interest:



None


14. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday May 19th 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.

15. Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 19th May 2005

(i) Andrew Childs Memorial (Minute 2 (a))



A response had been received from the National Association of Local Council 



(NALC) and circulated to members between meetings. A letter had been written 



to the family requesting their agreement that the records remained untouched but



that if a memorial was erected on the grave space and the Webb family objected at



any time, the family of Andrew Childs would pay for the removal of the new



memorial



The family had written in agreement and it had been confirmed with



them that the same would apply to the memorial to Margaret Webb. 

(ii) Orchard Recreation Ground (Minute 3)



Following the previous meeting the chair of the Council had been further contacted by



residents complaining of the two consecutive weekend tournaments held without 


consultation. Councillor Rae as Vice Chair of the Council had visited the site on the day and 

spoken to the football club who had been responsive to the objections.



The chair of the Council and Environmental and Amenities Committee were to meet



with representatives of the Recreational Trust and Kidlington Youth Football Club on site.



However, it had been considered preferable to meet in September when football was in progress. 



Councillors had walked the field and entered the garden of complainants, and realising


that the pitch was in fact very close to the back of the houses due to small gardens.
(iii) Canal Bridge (Minute 4 (1))



Councillor Moss had submitted a report regarding the bridge across the



canal opposite Stratfield Brake to enable access from the tow path to the nature reserve.


The project had the full support of the Woodland Trust, The Environment Agency, Cherwell



District Council and Oxfordshire County Council and British Waterways as well as both local 



Parish Councils and the Stratfield Brake Management Committee. British Waterways wished



an encouragement of leisure use of the canal and were happy to see a bridge providing there was 



no restriction on navigation.



The bridge must be capable of being removed if necessary for canal work.



Carl Smith had produced a design for a light wooden pedestrian bridge to associate with 



footpath steps and drainage work.


Kidlington Parish Council needed to make certain undertakings before further progress.

1. To meet cost (if any) of removing the bridge if necessary.

2. To accept responsibility of maintenance of the bridge.

3. To take ‘ownership’ of the bridge.



The Committee AGREED that in principle it would accept the undertakings though these would



be dependent on full detail of design and costs.

(iv) Church Street (Minute 4 (3))


There was still nothing to report but the Clerk was still attempting to get further information.

(v) Unauthorised Memorials (Minute 6 (b))



Staff pressures on time had meant little progress on this aspect also.

(vi) Blenheim Road Access (Minute 7)


The scouts had asked that a sign be ordered and this was now in hand.

(vii) Allotments (Minute 8)



Work to the trees bordering the Gravel Pits allotments site had been carried out.
16. Landscape Maintenance Contract Review

The working group had continued to meet and consult with Cherwell District Council relating to the new maintenance contract.  The Chair reported on a lengthy conversation with the Head of Leisure Services of Cherwell District Council and could only report that there had been no commitment from him regarding the charge that would be levied. He had however stated that there would be a revaluing of charges which he claimed would be to the advantage of Kidlington. He had promised that there would be no imposition of charges.

The Chair therefore recommended with the support of the Working Group to confirm with the District Council that in accordance with the recommendation of the Parish Council consultant that Kidlington Parish Council would wish to be party to the contract to be let by Cherwell District Council on the understanding that there would be responsible and sensible negotiation about the management costs in the Autumn.  A draft letter indicating this had been circulated prior to the meeting and was approved.

17. Football Development Plan
The Chair and Clerk had met with Mr Philip Rolls of Cherwell District Council to discuss progress with regard to the development of football within Kidlington and the brief for appointment of consultant. A draft brief had been circulated and was APPROVED.

The Parish Council and Recreational Trust would be consulted further before a consultant was appointed and the presumption was that Cherwell District Council would administer the contract with the consultant on behalf of Kidlington.

18. St Mary’s Fields
a) St Mary’s Car Park

The Committee had been previously circulated with a report concerning the car park repairs for of St Mary’s Church.

Carl Smith had prepared a specification to be sent out for tender alongside tenders for the work to 
Stratfield Brake car park.


The description of St Mary’s car park site in the tender document was ‘The surfacing and drainage work 
to single track access will require the provision of a kerb on one side with a concrete backing shaped to 
assist in channelling some surface water to an existing ditch. The existing stone surface to the single 
track road and car park requires shaping, compacting and adequately tack coaching as a key for the 
black top surfacing, which will be shaped to drain the surface. Some surface water grips are to be 
provided to dispose of surface water. The amount of surfacing work to the car park will be determined 
by the Kidlington Parish Council. Materials and facilities can be located close by the site during the 
contract through agreements.’


The Committee noted that the area in question included the access to the car park on land owned by Mr
Richard Branson.  It was known that there was no problem to use of this area by Mr Branson, but the 
maintenance responsibility was to fall with the users of the access.


The Committee queried whether there was a possibility to put the height barrier further up the road into 
the access which would inhibit the turning of the refuse vehicle which was the main cause of the erosion 
in this area.


This would mean further consideration about where the lorries would turn and it was AGREED to 
notify Cherwell District Council that tenders for work were being sought and that consideration of 
moving the barrier was being made. Cherwell District Council would be asked if they would be prepared 
to contribute towards repairs.

Mr Branson would be advised of plans.
b) Horse Riding

All members of the Parish Council had been circulated with a request to allow the riding of shoeless ponies within St Mary’s Fields. The full Council meeting of June 30th 2005 had received representations from the family and referred the question to the Environmental and Amenities Committee.  The St Mary’s Field Working Group had been asked to submit their observations on the request and had reported that the priority had been to improve the overgrown and muddy footpaths. The County Council strategic countryside access officer had supported the plans, and had approved the idea of the circular walk, supporting the provision of gates giving disabled access.

The main path was a designated footpath and there had been no suggestion of it becoming a bridle way.

The new gates prevented access by both horses and motorbikes. It had not been part of the original thinking which had been to concentrate on wheelchair access but the consequence had been that motorbikes were deterred. Heavy horses would undoubtedly cause damage to the new footpaths with churning up of the ground.

The St Mary’s Field Working Group had sympathy to the request for access to ponies but felt that this would create a precedent which could cause future difficulties. It was hoped that an alternative approach could be explored.
The use of the fields by horses was in fact a new feature and not a tradition as had been expressed.

New notices could be provided by the County Council including no horse signs.

RESOLVED that the access to all horses and ponies should remain and the Clerk was request to respond on behalf of the Council accordingly.

19. Orchard Recreation Ground Access

The Committee had been circulated with correspondence with Cherwell District Council concerning 
repairs to the road access to Orchard Recreation Ground from Evans Lane which was in the ownership of Cherwell District Council but had a deed of access grant to Kidlington Parish Council passed to Kidlington Recreational Trust. Part of the documentation required the maintenance of this area and it appeared that concern had been raised via a single verbal complaint.

The Chair of the Council had spoken to the Manager of the Property and Technical Services Unit of the District Council and had explained that there was no budget from either the Parish Council or the Recreational Trust for this work in the current year.

Although there was recognition that repairs would be required in the near future there was no consideration of major urgency at the current time and a need to programme the works into a forward plan.
AGREED to accept the assessment of Cherwell District Council but to make appropriate representation saying that the work could be done more economically as part of a programme of maintenance to the St Mary’s Field Car Park and Stratfield Brake Car Park.

This would give both organisations an opportunity to make appropriate budgetary consideration.

20. Garden City Boy’s Football Club

At the meeting of the Parish Council on June 30th 2005 the Parish Council had been addressed by the chairman of the Garden City Football Club and the letter circulated asking a number of questions to the Recreational Trust and the provision of a sub-lease to the football club for Ron Groves Park.

The matter had been referred to the Environmental and Amenities Committee.

The Committee was uncomfortable at being asked questions relating to another body and understood that the Recreational Trust as a registered charity was accountable to the Charity Commission to which the Boys Football Club could turn if unsatisfied.

Query had been raised about the expenditure on Park Hill and it was known that money was to be spent equitably across the areas but that there had been a special issue at Park Hill which had had to be addressed and which the Parish Council had been happy to jointly fund. Many of the issues could only be answered directly by the Trust and it was considered appropriate to pass the letter of complaint to the Trust and suggest that a group from Garden City Boy’s Football Club meet with the Trust to discuss their concerns.
The Parish Council was aware that all organisations concerned were staffed by volunteers and the Parish Council wanted to be fair.
The Clerk was requested to write to the Trust accordingly.
21. Hazel Walk Allotments

The Committee had been circulated with three quotations for new fencing at Hazel Walk Allotments. There had been a wish that the fencing could be brought out to be in line with the footpath following complaints by allotment tenants that there were problems with people outside the fencing. However, the electricity company were not happy to have the area with a sub station fenced in and so it was thought that repairs should be done to the fencing in the existing position.
It was noted that the quotation received from Acorn Fencing although the lowest was dated December.  It was therefore RESOLVED that providing the Acorn price held the contract should be awarded to Acorn but otherwise that Buffalo fencing would be used.
22. Premium Bus Routes

A briefing note had been produced by Oxfordshire County Council on the upgrade of the County Council premium route.  It had been issued in time for the Committee meeting and its purpose was to brief the Parish Council on proposals for further investment in the Parish during the current financial year and feed back/suggestions to inform the overall plans.  The briefing note included the following:
· Bus stop Unit  -   This was for an upgrade to around 33 stops on the premium route network including a number of named stops within the Kidlington/Gosford area.  This referred to pole flag and information cases which would be cleaned and maintained on an ongoing basis by a new supplier.
· Bus Shelters  -  In the absence of the satisfactory advertising contract county wide for bus shelter provision the County Council was considering options for improving the number and quality of the shelters on the premium routes.

 The County Council was intending to continue investment in new and upgraded shelters to enable the 

       fitting of Real Time Information (RTI) displays.

· Real Time Information System  - The final testing of the ACIS RTI system should shortly be complete. Seven stops in Kidlington on the trial corridor had already been fitted with RTI, six of them benefiting from new shelters.  In order to evaluate fully the impact of the trial it was desirable to extend the provision of RTI displays to another four stops in Kidlington provisionally being Glebe House (clock wise) Mill End (clock wise) Fern Hill Close (anti clockwise bus loop) and Broad Close (anti clockwise). The displays may be shelter mounted or flag mounted.
· Bus Priority Measures  -  The installation of traffic signals at the junction of Yarnton Road/Oxford Road were scheduled to be complete by the end of August greatly benefiting buses turning right from the junction.


 Once in place traffic signals at Yarnton Road, Lyne Road and Sterling Road would be linked to ensure    
traffic flowing as smoothly as possible. The traffic signal units would be fitted with the ACIS real time 
bus system giving bus priority regardless of scheduled status.
· Bus lane approaching the roundabout near Sainsbury’s - A number of options were currently being developed to facilitate a bus line adjacent to the Sainsbury’s store and including various options for right turning traffic. There would be a detailed analysis to examine the impact of proposal agreed and anticipated that this would be completed that this would be completed by the end of 2006/2007. Members of the committee noted an omission of certain stops but was broadly supportive of the principals suggested.

Councillor Robins would draft a response on points for submission to the County Council in his capacity 
as Parish Transport Representative.
23. Parish Rangers Report
The Committee considered the circulated Parish Rangers Report and noted that plans were in hand to have a Skate Board event at the Gosford Hill Sports Centre in the Autumn, most probably October.

Items included in the report for refurbishment needed to be considered as part of the three year plan and a request was made to have an agenda item on a three year plan for the next meeting.

24. Any Other Business

(i) Burial Ground


Representations had been made to a member that another stand pipe would be desirable in the area


near to the St Mary’s Field car park where burials were now taking place. The Clerk was requested to


get quotations to be submitted on the next agenda.
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