    Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, 
 Kidlington on Thursday 25th August 2005.

Present:   Councillor D Betts (chair)

                 Councillor J Garlick

                 Councillor A Graham

                 Councillor C Robins

                 Councillor J Ruiz

Apologies for absence:  Apologies for absence received from Councillor  




Carole Pack.
Declaration of Interest:  None

25. Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday July 14th 2005 were agreed and signed as a true record.

26. Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday     14th July 2005

(i) Orchard Recreation Ground (Minute 15 (2))

  
      The Chair reported that he and the Council chair had yet to find suitable night to
                  attend the site intended to be whilst the club was playing. A meeting should take 

                  place in September.
(ii) Football Development Plan (Minute 17)


     The Committee were informed that there had been delays in seeking tenders as

                 the District Council were finding an appropriate budget source. This was now

                 settled and the tenders would be return on 30th September. The timetable had

                 not been affected. The Chair and the Clerk were to be involved in the

                 assessment process – scheduled to take place on 18th October for report to the

                 next meeting.
      

    The Clerk reported that she had discussed receipt of grant and how this would 

                affect the sub lease to the boy’s football club. Bicester Town Council had secured 

                football foundation grant support following the production of their football 

                development plan. If the same applied to Kidlington there would be no need for

                the clubs to make further grant application. This did not mean sub lease may not 

                be necessary as there may be other issues for which advice may be for the boy’s 

                clubs to obtain sub leases.
    
(iii) Horse Riding (Minute 18 (B))


     A letter had been dispatched as requested, but there had been no further response.
(iv) Access to Orchard Recreation Ground (Minute 19)

               Contact had been made with David Marriot of Cherwell District Council who was 

                to assess the access and had noted the Council/Trust budgetary requirements.

    The Committee would consider this item at budget time and asked


    the Clerk to consult with Carl Smith and with the contractor for the


    St Mary’s Fields site about the specifications.
(v) Hazel Walk Allotments (Minute 21)


    It was noted that the work was to go ahead accord with the quote presented by
               Acorn Fencing.

(vi) Premium Bus Routes (Minute 22)


     The Committee had been circulated with response sent by Councillor


     Robins as Parish Transport Representative and the reply. Councillor Robins was


     happy that the County Council had taken his comments into account and


     that the County was committed to the scheme even though it 


     was taking a long time.

(vii) Stand Pipe Burial Ground (Minute 24 (1))


   The Clerk had obtained an estimate for extending the stand pipe to the


   new part of the burial ground at £2,800. If the Council wished to go 


   ahead with the project this was a figure to be included in the budget 


   though further estimates would have to be obtained before work 

   commenced.
27. Ground/Landscape Maintenance Review

The Committee had been circulated with a draft Service Level Agreement (SLA) for the provision of service by Cherwell District Council to Kidlington Parish Council. The Chair and Clerk had met with representatives of the Leisure Services department on the 23rd August and the draft had been subject of discussion. Notes on issues raised at the meeting had been tabled for the committees information. It was explained that there had been no indication of the actual costs to be included for service charges and members were concerned that it was open ended.
It was clear that the District Council had not worked out the relevant figures and had asked what the Parish Council felt was reasonable.

The Committee thought that the message was being passed to the District Councilon a need for any charge to be restricted. Concerns existed that the delays in producing a draft figure would result in the Parish Council having to subscribe to a contract with minimal information regarding cost.

A provisional meeting and date had been set for the 12th September for the Parish Council representatives to meet with representatives of Bicester Town Council to discuss their requirements. It was suggested that in view of key members being unable to attend Bicester Town Council be asked if the date could be put back to the following week.

It was also agreed that Banbury Town Council should be asked for information on their go it alone contract and their  management costs as  pointers for future negotiation with Cherwell.

The Committee wished to respond to the District Council regarding the generalites of what was being provided and stressed the importance of a robust arrangement between officers. A request for full charges to be provided for consideration at the October meeting should be presented.

Comment was made that the draft SLA was not clear enough in regard to a resolution of any dispute (para 13) and the Council would request the use of an independent arbitrator in the event that an impasse was reached.
There was also no mention in the draft about termination of the contract by Kidlington Parish Council and the Clerk was requested to seek clarification from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) as to whether there should be an opportunity to pull out, and also if there were any model clauses regarding this that could be inserted.

There was some concern about the work being carried out on behalf of the Highways Authority and a need for clear identity of what work was being done and the responsibility for payment.

28. Canal Bridge

The Committee had received documentation relating to progress on the canal footbridge at Stratfield Brake together with a copy of the commissioned assessment of impact on wildlife resulting from the construction of footbridge.

The Committee was advised by the consultant – Carl Smith – that the report indicated that there would be an impact on the wildlife but that this could be mitigated. There were positive comments within the report to the introduction of the footbridge.  Approval of the project had been received from British Waterways and the Planning Officer had confirmed that the application could be treated as an amendment to the original. Planning Permission had been given previously for a bridge and the principle had therefore been established.

A Planning application for an ‘officer amendment’ was therefore under construction.

The consultant had met with the countryside services and understood that a kit to bridge the ditch to access  the canal bridge would be available and paid for by the footpath section.

The intention was to get the contractor working on the car park to put in the footings whilst undertaking the work at Stratfield Brake.

The consultant and Councillor Moss (acting as representatives for Kidlington Parish Council) were pressing for the work to go ahead during the forthcoming winter and Councillor Moss had suggested that a group be formed to include the Environment Agency and the Wildlife group to design the screening.
The Committee asked whether there had been any further information regarding a possible commuted sum from British Waterways as suggested in the consultants report to the Committee.

29. Car Park – St Mary’s Fields

The Committee received a copy of an assessment of tenders as received together with a recommendation for the appointment of the lowest tendered.

The specification had included the resurfacing of the access road and a request had been made for contribution from Cherwell District Council relating to the fact that the turning of the refuse lorry was a substantial reason that the access road was failing.

Permission had been received from Sir Richard Branson for the re-surfacing to take place and the District Council had offered a contribution of £1000 towards the work on condition that the option of moving the barrier to a point within Church Street was not pursued.

The negotiated figure for work to the car park/access was £13,000, £8,000 of which related to the access road. The Committee were advised that there was a sum of £11,000 within the budget and there was a suggestion that Sustrans may be willing to pay £2,000 towards the costs.  RESOLVED that the contracts be awarded to Southern Construction and Surfacing Limited for a combined contract for the Stratfield Brake Car Park and the Car Park at St Mary’s Fields at a total cost of £25,927 + VAT.  The cost for the St Mary’s Field element would be £13,000 and the remainder for the Stratfield Brake element.
The Stratfield Brake Management Committee had agreed to accept the element for the car park at its meeting on July 27th 2005.

A request had been received from the Chair of Stratfield Brake Management Committee that the payment in full for the Stratfield Brake Car Park be paid by Kidlington Parish Council pending receipt of 50% of the project cost from the Woodland Trust during the new financial year of the Woodland Trust but in the current Parish Council financial year. The Committee was agreeable to such an arrangement subject to the comments of the Policy Committee.

30. Dog Show – Exeter Close Park

The Committee were advised that a letter had been  received asking for permission to hold a dog show on the Exeter Close Park on Sunday 29th August or Sunday 4th September.  The intention of the event had been to raise funds for the St Mary’s Church spire appeal. Assurances had been given that dog owners would be asked to clear their mess and it was hoped that the day would be a success and incorporated into future Gala Days.

The request had been received shortly before the August recess and the proposer had been advised that it was too short notice for the dates in question. Consideration was required by the Committee as there was a likelihood of objections. A similar event albeit a sponsored dog walk was planned by the Rotary Club at Stratfield Brake for the early summer 2006 and an agreement had been made to hold the event in conjunction with the dog wardens specifically to promote responsible dog ownership.

The proposed date could have coincided of the commencement with the football season and was also the date of the Annual Flower Show at Exeter Hall when car parking would be at a premium.

The Committee was asked for its views on the holding of such an event in the park but agreed to note that the request had been made and await any further approaches.

31. Sustrans Leaflet

The Committee had been circulated with a request for contribution towards a leaflet linking national cycle route 5 and 51 the circular route in Kidlington, Woodstock and Tackley. AGREED to RECOMMEND to Policy Committee for £100 donation towards the leaflet costs.

A recommendation was made by Councillor Robins that the cycle route could join from Yarnton Road where it had come across the bridge to the Oxford Road by using Newport Close etc. The Clerk was requested to write to Sustrans requesting such a link.
32. Finance Report

The Committee had been circulated with a budget report to June 2005. Advice had been given that the full near budget of £1500 for tree works had already been spent and it was likely that the Committees budget would over run due to possible expenditure on tree work, fencing and the car park.

The Committee were alerted to an estimate received by the District Council for the lopping of trees bordering Exeter Close including those by the alleyway running through from the Health Centre. An incident had occurred in Crown Road during the summer holidays and the police had confirmed that this was the result of someone being pursued through the alleyway. The police’s recommendation would be to reduce the tree height in this area.

The Committee noted the concerns and would wait to see whether money was available in the later part of the year, otherwise it would budget for the next financial year.

33. Parish Rangers Report

The Committee received a report as appended.

The Gala had been excellent particularly the event taking place in Exeter Hall.

It was noted that the ‘no dog’signs were being removed at Park Hill and the committee were shown examples of improved signage for all recreational play areas which would advise of ownership and use as well as what activities were not allowed.  The signs were likely to cost in the region of £400 each and were therefore a consideration for the next years budget.

It was noted that there had been a loss of interest in regard to a skate park but thought that this was probably due to the length of time taken to actually achieve a result.

The event to be held in the sports centre was scheduled for October and a survey would be carried out to access both the current need for a facility and the willingness of youngsters to use Stratfield Brake if a skate park was built in that area.
Councillor Graham had read in a planning advice magazine that permission was not required for a skate park in recreational areas within the green belt and this should be noted.

Councillor Ruiz had also seen a skate park in a different material and was to obtain information.
It was noted that there was a recommendation for a newly fitted playground at Ron Groves Park for inclusion in the budget for 2005/2006. The Rangers were advising that the area needed to take priority over other park expenditure in that year and suggesting that representatives from the Committee visit the site with the Rangers.

It was thought that the visit could be expanded to a site visit to other equipped play areas and a provisional date was set for Thursday 1st September at 6pm to meet at Exeter Hall.

34. Any Other Business

(i) Thames and Chiltern In Bloom Presentation

      This was to take place on 6th September.

(ii) A Three Year Plan

      The Committee requested that this be an agenda item for the next meeting.

(iii) Draft Rights of Way Improvement

      Councillor Ruiz had received a report on the consultation document to 
      which she had responded and asked if any Committee member was

      interested in reading it.            


(iv) A34 Improvements

      An exhibition had taken place that day at the Holiday Inn and the proposal   

      was for a thicker surface than had previously been proposed. Leaflets
      relating to the improvement were provided for the Parish Office.

(v) Next Meeting

     It was noted that three members of the Committee would be absent from the

     meeting scheduled for the 20th October due to a KAOS production.  

     Substitutions would be sought and consideration of that meeting would be 

     made at a later stage.

                                                                                                            Chair
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