Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington 

on Thursday 21ST October 2004


PRESENT:

Cllr A Graham 

– 
Chair






Cllr Chris Pack





Cllr D Rae





Cllr J Ruiz


APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D Betts, Councillor J Garlick (substituted by Councillor D Rae), Councillor Carole Pack (substituted by Councillor Chris Pack), and Councillor C Robins.


DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None


MINUTES

	Public Participation

The Committee was addressed by members of the Kidlington Football Club, Garden City Boys Football Club, and Kidlington Youth Football Club, concerning  :-

1)           Sub-Leases

The Parish Council had been requested to give Landlord’s permission for a sub-lease, from the Kidlington Recreational Trust to the Kidlington Football Club on the Yarnton Road site.  A similar request would be made for the sub-leases to the Garden City Boys Football Club in respect of Ron Groves Park and Kidlington Youth Football Club in respect of Orchard Recreation Ground.

The sub-leases had been delayed by a number of years and the Kidlington Football Club required leases as a Hellenic League requirement for an upgrade to the existing site, if the Club was to stay in the same Division during the next season.  Failure to make improvements could result in demotion.

The draft Sub-Lease was a repeat of the Head Lease from the Parish Council to the Trust.  The Football Club had concerns regarding Clause 8 of the Sub-Lease which provided that the Trustees could take possession of the premises or any substantial portion for the purpose of redevelopment and serve notice on the Committee Members of not less than 12 months.  This clause would mean that the Football Foundation would not give loan or grant support.  There had therefore been a negotiation for an additional clause to allow for substitution of similar premises should such a “claw back” occur.  However, this addition had not been inserted into the draft as presented to the Parish Council for Landlord Permission.

There followed a discussion regarding the general terms of the Sub-Leases and the failure to receive draft for the other two sites.

It was noted that the earlier draft and that for the Kidlington Football Club defrayed all responsibilities as presented in the lease to the Trust onto the clubs.  This was acknowledged as acceptable to the Kidlington Football Club with regard to the Yarnton Road site because of the nature of the area and club.  However, the other two clubs were unhappy with such an arrangement and although assurances had been given that Grant Funding would be given by  the Trust to the clubs for perimeter works, litter clearance etc,  there was no guarantee that this would happen in perpetuity.

The early draft Sub-Lease given to Garden City Boys had shown the children’s playground, which was the responsibility of Kidlington Parish Council on the plan.  

It was suggested that the Trust be persuaded by the football clubs to look in more detail at the sub-leases with a push for a quick conclusion.

2.           Community Football Development Plans
The Clubs had met with Philip Rolls of Cherwell District Council and Ted Mitchell of the OFA concerning their proposals for a development plan and had gone some way towards financing a plan but had reached their limit without professional advice from a retained Project Manager.

The Football Clubs in Bicester had done a similar exercise and found the cost to be in the region of £10-15,000.  The Project Manager had fund-raised on the back of the plan.  Bicester Town Council was reported to have supported this initiative and the Clubs were raising the issue with the Parish Council for future consideration and with a request to obtain the involvement of a local District Councillor to take the matter through the Cherwell District.

More details would be sent through to the Parish Council but the Club’s request was that careful consideration of this matter would be given.




23.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 2nd September 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.

24.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

2ND SEPTEMBER 2004

i) Recreation Trust Administrator (Minute 16(iii))
Mrs Mary Mahoney had accepted appointment as the Trust Administrator and was starting duties as from now.  She would also act as Treasurer.  She lived in Yarnton Road and seemed to have excellent experience for the position.  A request for financial support for the post would be received from the Trust and would be take to the next Policy Committee.

ii) Premium Bus Routes (Minute 16(iv))

The installation of the Abacus Shelters had been carried out week beginning the 11th October.  The Gosford School shelter as noted at the previous meeting required raising and the Clerk had been assured that the one to replace the brick/wooden shelter would be installed during the second half of week beginning 1st November.  On this basis the County Council was arranging for the brick shelter to be removed and levelled on the 1st / 2nd November.

iii) Skate Park (Minute 16(vii))

Progress regarding the Skate Park had slowed during the recent compassionate leave of the Parish Rangers.  The youngsters were aware of the situation and it was hoped that the backlog in items would be dealt with shortly.

iv) Memorial Stone (Minute 16(ix))

There had been no relative of the deceased child traced, though a suggested relative had been contacted.  This person had not been related to Margaret Webb and had grown up in Kidlington and unaware of other families with the same surname. 

The first family had not been convinced by the Council records as to the location of the grave.  It was difficult for them to disprove the Council records but they referred back to a “muddle” of numbers at the time.  This was a grave of 50 years duration and no query appeared to have been pursued in the interim.  The current Parish Council and staff could only refer to the existing records and therefore could not permit a stone / grave purchase on a plot which all indications suggested was the incorrect one.  If the family had conclusive proof the situation could be revisited.

v) Kidlington in Bloom
The Committee were reminded that Kidlington had won a silver gilt award in the Thames & Chiltern region In Bloom competition.  A special award had been given to Stratfield Brake for tree planting.

vi) Burial Ground Surround (Minute 17)

The request for information in the OALC County Circular had regrettably received no response.  Discussion with other Clerks in larger Councils had noted that there were none with specifications for surrounds.  Consultation with a local Stone Mason found this also to be the case.

The suggestion had been made that the Clerk contact the Association of Burial Authorities but no reply as yet had been received.  This would be followed up and reported as soon as possible.

25.
BURIAL GROUND EXTENSION

The Committee had been disappointed that Cluttons had not come up with any evidence of water table levels in the recommended sites having read the documentation produced in the early 1990’s. 

The only area which may have some potential were references to the  land which had in fact been the first choice.  The evidence was insufficient to eliminate the need to dig bore holes.  The Clerk was to write to all the land owners of potential sites asking for access. There was a probability that the Parish Council as a burial authority had a power under Section 84 of the Land Clauses (etc) act, 1845 to serve notice of entry on to land for the purpose of digging trial bore holes.  The Burial Authority would remain liable for any damage and for fencing off the holes.

The National Association of Local Councils was looking into this on behalf of the Parish Council but had yet to report back.  It was AGREED to wait until there was confirmation of this requirement before letters were despatched.

26.
CHURCH STREET

A group of Councillors had met with the Conservation Officer (Dr Rose Todd) at the beginning of September.  The Committee were circulated with notes on that meeting and consideration was being given to the production of a village design statement for the area which would be under the guidance of Oxfordshire Rural Community Council.

The Clerk had also contacted English Heritage at the suggestion of Dr Todd to find out whether there were any funding schemes available.  To date no response had been received from English Heritage.

27.
GROUND MAINTENANCE REVIEW

The Committee noted the resolution of the Policy Committee (23rd September 2004) to revert to the initial intent to appoint a Consultant to carry out a full survey of the options available for Kidlington Parish Council under a revised contract.  These included  :-

i) To continue with the current arrangements (part in-house / part CDC contract)

ii) Include all work within the CDC contract and abandon current direct operations,

iii) Expand workforce to the whole function and withdraw from the CDC contract,

iv) Retain Parish Council workforce and let a contract for the remainder.

The Clerk had been instructed to contact Mr Don Stewart of Integra Leisure and appoint him to carry out the consultation.

It was reported that the Clerk and the Parish Ranger had met with Mr Stewart the previous day and he had taken with him information concerning the existing contract and the Kidlington area and the requirements of the Parish Council.  He hoped to produce a draft interim report mid-November and it was recommended and AGREED that this be referred to the working group for consideration.  Mr Stewart would make a presentation to the next meeting of the Environmental & Amenities on the 9th December.

28.
FOOTBALL CLUB SUB LEASES

The Committee considered the representations made during the public participation period and was concerned at the uncertainties expressed by the clubs, and also that the Head Lease appeared to have been repeated to the clubs.

There was a query as to what benefit there was for the Parish Council to get involved in this issue but agreed that as landlord the Parish Council could express its concern about the Football Clubs’ views and draw to the attention of the Solicitor that the requested amendment by Kidlington Football Club appeared to have not been included.

In addition the Parish Council would write to the Trust offering any help in resolving the issues if the Trust so wished.  The Parish Council would make it clear that it would give Landlord’s Consent to the sub-leases when a final draft was agreeable to the clubs was presented to it.

29.
PAVILION

It was reported that the proposed extension for the Pavilion had now received planning permission.  Estimates were being obtained for the project so that grant application could be submitted to the Sport England Lottery Board, Football Foundation, and the Landfill Tax options ie, WREN and TOE.  The Committee were reminded that this was a Parish Council owned building and that the Parish Council would need to take the lead from now on.  It was accepted that there would be a requirement for the appointment of a Project Manager / Clerk of Works to ensure that the building works took place in a professional manner.

A request was made for Parish Council representative on the Working Group and Councillor Joyce Ruiz volunteered to assume that role.

The Committee understood that the condition on the planning permission relating to car-parking for 22 spaces was being queried by the Working Group as the user groups thought this excessive and unnecessary bearing in mind the proximity to the Exeter Hall car-park  as well as the existing known use of car parking facilities.

30.
FINANCE REPORT

The Committee considered a previously circulated Finance Report and noted that most items were in accord with Budget estimates.  It was observed that Burial Fees were in excess of predictions which was a concern bearing in mind the space left in the existing burial ground site.

31.
DEFRA  -  Review of Existing Private Sewers And Drains.

The Committee had been circulated with a notification of the Government’s response to a consultation looking into the issue of private sewers in England and Wales.  The response to that consultation which had been submitted by Councillor Joyce Ruiz on a personal basis and as a representative for Kidlington Parish Council.

Councillor Ruiz reported that she believed that much of which had been raised in her original summary was in fact being looked at in the response.  She also reported that there was to be a January meeting for interested parties and had asked if she was allowed to be included.  In her role as a Parish Councillor she was told that she might be but she was still awaiting confirmation.

It was felt that the Government recognised the problems and had broad sympathy with the issues. which covered 30% of the housing stock.  Insurance companies would not insure for wear and tear and in most cases it was felt there would be opt out clauses.  Many problems existed due to the lack of records of ownership.

A major concern for the Committee was that there was a lack of explanation to householders regarding the situation.

The Committee queried the meeting that had been reported in the press relating to sewers in Garden City, which appeared to have been called by Councillor Billington.  As no one from either the Parish Council or the Flood Liaison group which was concerned with sewers had been invited, a request was made that Councillor Billington be invited to attend a meeting and talk about what the meeting at St Johns Hall had been about.

The Clerk was requested to write to DEFRA asking if a representative(s) could attend the January meeting.

32.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i) The Car Park To The Rear of St Mary’s Church.

The Committee noted that complaints which had been received and also that Tony Brummel of Cherwell District Council had looked at the surfacing and had made recommendations which would be included as part of the Committee’s Budget.

ii) Morton Close

The Clerk to inform the Morton Close residents, of the situation in writing, of the up to date situation regarding the status of Morton Close.  This will be put onto the agenda for the next meeting should the Residents Committee wish to pursue the matter.

Chair.
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