Minutes of the meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington 

on Thursday 2nd  September 2004


PRESENT:

Cllr A Graham – Chair






Cllr D Betts





Cllr J Garlick





Cllr Carole Pack




Cllr C Robins





Cllr J Ruiz


APOLOGIES
None.


DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None

15.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15th July 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.

16.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 
ON THURSDAY 15th JULY 2004.

i) Church Street (Minute 10(i))

The Conservation officer had Friday 10th September for a meeting to look at the Church Street area.  It was agreed to meet Dr Rose Todd (Conservation Officer) at 12.15pm on Friday 10th September at the crossroad junction with the Moors in Church Street.

ii) Burial Ground (Minute 10(iii))
The committee noted an email from Mr St John that he had been heavily committed and not yet finished reading the papers.  He promised to report to the October Environmental & Amenities Committee.  The Clerk had given him the date of that meeting and asked that if there would be no report available for that October meeting the papers be returned.

A decision regarding an alternative appointment would be made if required at the October meeting.

iii)
Recreational Trust (Minute 10(v)
An advertisement had been prepared and placed in the September issue of the Kidlington Calendar for an Administrative Assistant and was being displayed in schools and circulated to clubs.  

Several applications had been requested and at least one returned.  An application for grant support would be made to the Policy Committee for assistance with salary costs in due course.

iv) Premium Bus Routes (Minute 10(vi))

The removal and re-siting of the Queensbury Shelters had taken place the previous week.  A hard standing was required for the newly relocated shelter at Heyford Mead plus in response to complaints about this shelter – it should be cleaned of all graffiti and moss etc.  

A query was also raised about the shelter at Gosford Hill school where levelling had been carried out without the intended removal of the existing shelter.  There was a fear that the shelter would not have the required height clearance being the purpose of levelling in the first place.

The new Abacus Shelters were to be delivered and installed on the 20th September. It was understood that the information brackets would be in place by October though there would be a delay before timetable information was programmed in.

v) Ground Maintenance Review (Minute 10(vii))

Responses had been received with regard to the appointment of a contractor to carry reviews of the ground maintenance service delivery and it was noted that they ranged from £3,500 (plus expenses) to £7,960.  The committee considered the tenders to be excessive and looked at two tenders received at the lower rate.

It was AGREED that the preferred option from the returned tenders was Integra Leisure.  

However, no information had been provided by Cherwell District Council in respect of the appointment to carry out the District Wide consultation, and no commitment could be made to Integra without that knowledge.

In preparation the Clerk was requested to take up references for Integra Leisure and to write to the firm asking whether in view of the delays relating to appointment they were still interested in the contract.

A final decision on the costs would have to be made with the approval of the Policy Committee.

vi) Cars On Verges (Minute 10(ix))

The Committee had been circulated with an email from the District Council Enforcement Officer that he was speaking to offenders who parked cars for sale on verges which appeared to be working.

The Committee praised the District Council for this action.

vii) Skate Park (Minute 11)

It was noted that a request was to be made for the Skate Park Committee to attend the next ordinary meeting of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee and the Clerk also reported that she had contacted Bob Duxbury, the Planning Officer for Cherwell District Council as to whether there were likely to be planning problems regarding Stratfield Brake. 

He had reservations about such a development at Stratfield Brake until all other possibilities had been ruled out and therefore exceptional circumstances could be demonstrated.  He believed it inappropriate unless such circumstances existed and had commented that lighting was the biggest problem.

Mr Duxbury was willing to attend any meeting to discuss these thoughts if required.

It was AGREED that the Skate Board Committee should be aware of these comments.

viii) Hornbeam (Minute 12)

The occupier of 52 Marlborough Avenue had protested that he wanted the tree removed and not reduced and was continuing to lobby the Parish Council for support in his actions.

The Clerk had written advising him that this was a County Council responsibility but photographs had been sent for the Committees consideration.

AGREED that this was not a Parish Council responsibility although it had been asked for views.  The occupier needed to sort out the problem with the County Council and Councillor Robins as County Councillor was asked to take the matter up with the Highways Office.

The complainant would be advised that this had occurred.

ix) Memorial Stone (Minute 14(i))

A note had been placed both on the grave and in the Kidlington Calendar for all contacts for the relatives of the deceased.  No contact had as yet been made.

x) Kidlington in Bloom (Minute 14(ii))


The award presentation from the Thames in Chiltern in Bloom was taking place in

Datchet on the 15th September.  The award winners would be announced at the presentation.

It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders in order to permit public participation.

	Public Participation

The Committee was addressed by Mr Hamid who was the new purchaser of 222 The Moors, being the house located with shared access to the Gravel Pits allotments, and was being purchased as a family home.

Mr Hamid was querying ownership of the bank which he wanted to widen to gain access to his new property.  The Clerk produced a plan of the Parish Council owned boundaries and referred Mr Hamid to the County Council for more information.

It was also noted that the intention was to place a septic tank to the rear of the property 

on the 20th September and with a necessity to gain digger access to the rear from the access road and to remove the two fencing panels.

Mr Hamid wished to replace the fence with a brick wall if it was in his ownership and he was advised to check his deeds.




The Council returned to the meeting.

17.  
BURIAL GROUND PLOTS

The Committee had been circulated with a report concerning the erection of kerb stones in the “new” burial ground which was against regulation 7 of the Burial Ground rules.  Those put in to date were of a temporary removable type but a request was presented to the committee by Mr Brian Giles to place a marble surround on his deceased wife’s grave.

The Committee were aware that the kerbstones were permitted in the “old” part of the Burial Ground, which was not clearly delineated from the “new” part.

The Committee was faced with a difficulty as to whether to permit all surrounds or to continue to ask those who had already placed kerbstones to have them removed.

It was accepted that the kerbs could look neat and tidy and that there was some merit in them where a high specification was used.

It was believed that some Parish Councils introduced a high charge for persons wishing to place such kerbs and advice was being obtained about this.  It was AGREED that consideration should be given to a high specification for kerbstones with a relevant charge and that the regulations should be re-written to include this but to specify that the Parish Council reserve the right to remove the kerbstones at any time.

Mr Giles would be informed that although permission could not be granted immediately consideration was being given and he would be informed in due course.

Councillor Garlick reported that she had been asked about environment burials (ie, tree) and it was thought that the committee could look into this as an option for the future.

18
CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCIL 

a) Biodiversity Plan

The Committee had been circulated with a Biodiversity Action plan for the Cherwell area, which was noted.  It was recommended that this be passed to John Bucker for his information.

b) Cherwell Environmental Forum (Moving away from landfill)

It was noted that the forum was to be held on Tuesday 5th October at 7pm.  Councillor Ruiz would be attending.

19.
FLOODING

The Committee had been circulated with correspondence from Thames Water and Oxfordshire County Council relating to the ownership of the surface sewer through Garden City finishing at Stratfield Brake.  It was noted that the County Council accepted that it had done all it could – and more !   But was unable to get further involved without the support of Thames Water Utilities.

It was difficult for the County Council without ownership to pickup routine maintenance which would be required every 3 – 5 years, though it was acknowledged that possibly a small amount of money on maintenance could be found every now and then.

It was noted that there had been no reported flooding during the recent heavy storms.  

It was explained that there was no proof of ownership though the County was of the belief that this should have become a Thames Water responsibility.  It was felt that residents feared the threat of flooding but it had not happened.  It needed monitoring.

20
FINANCE

a) Report

The Committee had been circulated with a budget report to the end of July 2004 and noted that an error in the net income where it believed that £7000 should have been taken away from the nett cost of £9958 giving a total surplus of £2958 instead of £16,958, as shown.

b) Budget  - Initial Consideration

The committee were asked to think of projects which it wished to pursue in the 2005/6 financial year and agreed to consideration of the following:-


-
Exeter Close
-
Landscape improvements


-
Skate Park
-
top up

· Burial Ground purchase

· Tree planting

· St Mary’s 
-
Ongoing budget – to consider a footpath to join up with a footpath to be provided by Oxfordshire County Council to the river and the existing thus making a triangular walk.

21
PARISH RANGERS REPORT

The Committee had been circulated with a report from the Parish Rangers (appended).  There followed a discussion about the date of the Christmas Lights switch on but noted that this had been the preferred option of the Entertainment Committee.

22.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i)
Thames Waterway Plan Consultation
A summary report of the Thames waterway plan workshop was to be held on Wednesday 22nd September at Kennington Village Hall.  Councillors Betts and Ruiz expressed an interest.

ii)
Sustrans
The Committee was updated with information by County Councillor Christine Witcher that when the Sustrans route had been negotiated there had been no provision for temporary closures.  As a permissive path the landowner was free to close the path as he thought fit.  However, in reality this was a rare occurrence and the County Council had asked that notices giving advance warnings as to when the path would be closed together with an explanation and a diversionary route.

iii) Kidlington Football Club
It was reported that a copy of the sub-lease by the Recreation Trust at Kidlington Football Club for the Yarnton Road site had been received too late to be included in the agenda for the meeting.

The Committee requested that the item be referred to the Policy Committee but that the final decision be that of the Environmental & Amenities Committee.

iv) Flood Alleviation

Councillor Ruiz reported that the Environment Agency had offered £100 for planting at the Cherwell Green site and asked that this be referred to Tammy Woodcock of Cherwell District Council

Chair
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