Minutes of a Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Rd, Kidlington

on Thursday 18th March 2004 

PRESENT:
Cllr A Graham – Chair


Cllr J Garlick


Cllr S Laynes


Cllr D Rae


Cllr C Robins


Cllr J Ruiz

Public Participation
The Committee was addressed by Mr G Bristow regarding the possibility of purchasing land to enable access to the garage at the rear of his property (13 Benmead Road).  

Details of Mr Bristow’s proposals had previously been circulated.

Mr Bristow explained that since his prior request for access across this public open space land had been refused the situation regarding the traffic within Benmead Road had worsened and he had found increased difficulties in getting out of his property particularly at school times.

At the time that he had received planning permission for the garage, it had been assumed that access would be given.  There were members of the committee who had been on the Council at that time and recalled that it had been made clear that there was no automatic access to the site.

The Chair pointed out that there was a covenant on the land that it was not to be used other   than as public open space.  He understood Mr Bristow’s request but thought that agreement from the Council could lead to the breaking of the covenant.

Mr Bristow also reported concerns about building works which were taking place on the former Crossroads Garage site and the fact that a hedgerow had been “grubbed out” bordering this open space land and boarding had been put up in its place.  Contractors were parking on the grass though not every day, but were using the land as access to the site.

He was thanked for pointing this out and the committee agreed to investigate.

APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Carole Pack.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

64. 
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 29 January 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.

65.
     MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 

    ON THURSDAY 29 JANUARY 2004

i.
Gate at Exeter Close (Minute 58(i))

The padlocks had been installed at the Exeter Close site but it had not proven possible to weld the locks to the posts.  Subsequently the padlock on the gate had disappeared from the 6th March.  It appeared that the football club had left it on site and it had been removed.  A new padlock had been ordered and the football club had offered to pay for replacement.

ii    Church Street (Minute 58(iii))
The Conservation Officer had e-mailed the previous day to say she was unable to attend the meeting and had been asked to attend the following Environment & Amenities Committee instead.

iii.
Landscape Maintenance (Minute 58(v))


The Committee had been circulated with a response from the District Council concerning the budgeted charges for landscape services.


The Committee was not convinced with all arguments and asked that the Clerk take this up with the District Council at a future meeting.


A request had been made by Mr Jeremy Sacha to meet with the Sub-Committee to discuss the future landscape contract.

iv.  Premium Bus Routes (Minute 60)


It had been agreed with the County Council to purchase bus shelters from Abacus instead of Queensbury.  

Orders had been placed for Abacus and theoretically could be installed in May, however this was dependent on Queensbury carrying out removal work prior to May.

v.
Exeter Close Playground (Minute 62)

The Parish Council had obtained a 50% grant from Cherwell District Council for playground refurbishments at Exeter Close and an order had been placed mid February.

66.
     WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY / ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The Committee welcomed Caroline Lowery, Development Officer, Community Action Group.

Miss Lowery explained that she was employed by the recycling consortium in Bristol but her post was supported by the both County and District Councils.  Her prime responsibility was to set up Community Action Groups (CAG) in Oxfordshire.  Currently there were 12 in operation and 4 more developing.  Each group was unique and responded to the needs of its own community.  They were all run by volunteers with her support.

The groups were all working to reduce the waste going to landfill. The theme was “REDUCE, RE-USE, RE-CYCLE”. 

The Community Action Groups had held different events including garden waste shredding events, bedding events for the exchange of bedding which could be passed to the homeless and if in poor condition to a pet centre.  A common project was the production of re-useable bags, to reduce the use of plastic bags from supermarkets which take 200 years to breakdown in landfill.

There are other schemes such as Orinoco which organise garden tool swaps at Redbridge and also the Repaint Scheme for half used tins of paint.  Many areas had organised Swap Shops of redundant goods.  

Attempts were made to share transport to take goods to re-cycling centres and each new CAG was awarded a grant of  £2500 for a launch.

In larger communities such as Kidlington it may work better to have smaller groupings of CAGs but they should not be exclusive.

Packaging was a major problem and attempts were being made to work with manufacturers and supermarkets.

It was suggested and Miss Lowery agreed to holding a stall at the Gala Day with a list for interested people to sign.

There was a discussion about an event for World Environment Day and the consideration of a litter clearance with a display in High Street on the 4th June (WED) of the amount of rubbish produced on a single day.

Miss Lowery suggestion was that this could be accompanied by exhibitions from recycling groups showing the positive uses of waste.  The District Council would probably be interested in participation.

Oxfordshire was looking to become the cleanest county and litter picking was associated with this.

The event could be promoted through the In-Bloom working group.

There was a recommendation that existing residents groups such as Waverley Avenue Residents, allotments, horticultural society etc. could be targeted as possible CAG areas.

67.
BUS SERVICES (NORTH KIDLINGTON)

Councillor Robins updated the committee on the circumstances regarding the proposed reduction to the bus services at North Kidlington..

Initially the service was to be reduced with effect from April to a peak hour service only. However, as reported at the Annual Parish Meeting the previous week the County Council had agreed a subsidy to enable a half hour service during the day and peak times with a 1 hour evening service similar to that which existed currently.

This was the most that would normally be done through subsidy.

There had also been provisional meetings with the Oxford Bus Company about what service may be provided after November if the company successfully tendered for the service.

The committee could be asked for comments on the way the services should proceed but it may be possible to integrate the North Kidlington service into the basic Kidlington service. This would be cheaper with regard to a subsidy but would also make it a more secure option.

The exact route of the subsidised service was not yet known, but it definitely would be going to the airport. There were two subsequent routes which could be taken and these may be varied.

It was thought that there were consequences related to the competition between the Oxford Bus Company and Stagecoach and therefore changes to the 7b Stagecoach service in Evans Lane had directly taken away this service from the airport.

The committee were concerned that Stagecoach buses were stopping for lengthy periods 
at stops causing inconvenience within the community.  This was particularly true at the 
bus stop outside Tesco.  The Clerk was requested to write to Stagecoach about the 
inconvenience over stopovers within the Kidlington route.

68.  
LAND AT WISE AVENUE

a)
Access to Garage 13 Benmead Road

The committee considered Mr Bristow’s request to purchase land to access the garage at the rear of his property.  There was concern that this was a blind access and it was not felt that the circumstances had changed dramatically since the request in 1995.

The covenant which existed on the land effectively forbade the Parish Council for granting alternative use and Mr Bristow should be informed that permission could not be given.

The Clerk was also requested to check whether the hedge that had been removed had been a responsibility of the Parish Council and to ask the developer not to use the open space land.

b) 
Request for Way Leave

The Committee considered a previously circulated request from S & S for way leave across the same open space site to install electricity to the new McCarthy Stone development. 

The committee AGREED that there was no problem in principal but that advice be sought through a solicitor that the recommended rates by the electricity company were appropriate.

69.
A4260

The Committee had been circulated with a report from Thames Valley Police concerning the revised speed limit at the north of Kidlington (Benmead Road to Langford Lane), and the fact that a number of offenders were claiming that they were confused about the limit.

The Committee did not feel that this change of speed limit was well signed and was aware that many people did not know of its existence.

RESOLVED to write to Mr Steve Bowden of Oxfordshire County Highways with a copy to PC Croxton asking for better signage.

70.
PARISH RANGERS REPORT

The Committee had been circulated with a report from the rangers and in particular that relating to a skate park and request by Mrs Elizabeth Kinch for a working group to look into a provision of a permanent facility.

It was noted that the rangers had met with the new District Council Officer – John Wild, the previous day.  He was investigating the option of a portable unit to be used in the sports centres at Banbury, Bicester and Kidlington, plus possible funding sources.  He was also prepared to help with the location of a permanent facility within Kidlington.

The Parish Rangers had welcomed Mrs Kinch’s proposal and asked if representatives of the Environmental and Amenities committee would be willing to join the group.

The Committee welcomed the initiative and thought this was a positive way forward but would prefer the initial meeting to be without a Council representative in order not to fetter any future decision which was required of the committee.

The Rangers were requested to meet with Mrs Kinch and any other interested residents and prepare a report for the Committees consideration.

It was understood that the suggestion for a mobile skate event at the Gala Day would be dependant on TRIBE being able to provide it on its own.  The Environmental & Amenities Committee would need to be made aware of the costs of one day event and would be asked to fund it from their resources.

71. 
CONFIDENTIAL

In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw from the meeting.

BURIAL GROUND SEARCH

The Committee had been circulated with a report concerning progress since Cluttons advice on   possible sites for a new burial ground.

RESOLVED  to reappoint Cluttons to do further investigations into the recommended area, taking into consideration information now available.

Before a formal appointment could be made, Cluttons be requested to ask for an idea of the resultant fees in time for a formal approval  by the Council at its meeting on the 1st April.

72. 
     ANY OTHER BUSINESS

i. Youth Committee

Councillor Ruiz reported that the Forum Youth Centre was proving successful at this current time with approximately 90 youngsters attending each session.  There was a mixing of age groups at all events and it was important in order to release the Youth Leaders to supervise the session for someone to spend an hour serving tea and coffee.

No parents had volunteered to assist and the Committee was requested that if anyone was willing to volunteer to serve teas and coffees on a monthly rota to come forward.

Chair
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