Minutes of the Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 29th March 2007.


Present:


Cllr Chris Pack (Chair)





Cllr D Betts






Cllr S Bird






Cllr J Garlick






Cllr A Graham






Cllr R Laynes






Cllr A Moss






Cllr Carole Pack






Cllr D Rae






Cllr C Robins






Cllr J Stansby

1 member of the public, being District Councillor John Wyse.


Apologies:

Apologies for absence received from Cllrs D Atsoparthis, J Ruiz and T Wyse.


Declaration of Interest:

None.

58. Minutes:

The Minutes of the Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held on 11th January 2007 were agreed and signed as a true record with the following amendments:-  

i) Minute 57(i) – Fourth line, changing the word “viewers” to “sewers”

ii) Minute 57(iii) – Kidlington Lynx (not Links)

59. Matters Arsing from the Minutes of the Meeting of 11th January 2007

i) Bus Stop, Oxford Road (Minute 50(iii))
It was reported that the Oxford Bus Company was now serving the old bus stop as well as Stagecoach.

ii) Youth Service (Minute 52)

In response to a comment made on discussion of the Football Development Plan, concerning the need to give attention to services for youth, it was pointed out that Parish had been awarded money from the County Council Chill Out Fund to have additional services.

60. Kidlington Cricket Club Development Plan

The Council welcomed Mr Nick Duval and Mr Neil Woolerton representing Kidlington Cricket Club, who gave a presentation on the Club’s plans for development and its impact on Stratfield Brake.
Mr Woolerton explained that the club had been working on its development plan since 2004 and had presented this to Stratfield Brake.  It was now due for an update and related to the proposal for an indoor cricket centre at Stratfield Brake.
(Slides from the presentation attached to the minutes.)

Mr Woolerton explained that it was very early days of the feasibility study and he was looking for feedback on the proposals.

Mr Woolerton outlined why the club was considering the additional centre and how it wanting to take forward a junior training academy expanding on the existing scheme.

The local sports centre was a multi use facility and inadequate for training for the seniors and the numbers in the junior sections.  It was also not available in the school holidays when the club could carry out a number of training activities for interested young cricketers.

Primary use of the new building would be for indoor cricket with 6 practice lanes.  It could be used in winter for indoor practice and as training for all users of the Stratfield Brake site because it would include a small fitness centre.

Consultation was being carried out with partners.  The Rugby Club who were already using the Stratfield Brake facility were fully supportive.  Local cricket clubs had been contacted and there was some interest as had other local sports.
The Oxfordshire Cricket Board was also a supporter of the project.

The primary partner in the club’s plans would be the English Cricket Board which would be able to provide funding through Sport England. Discussion had already taken place with the Chief Executive and Project Officer of the English Cricket Board (ECB).

The proposals had received a warm response but it had been explained that funding would only be to 60% level.

The club were in early discussions with the District Council being the Head of Leisure Services – Ian Davis – and the Community Project Officer – Phil Rolls.  
The District Council was not yet committed to the project but it had a clear strategic fit within the District and there was hope that the District Council may be able to back with further funding.
Mr Woolerton explained about the management of the new centre which would be owned by Stratfield Brake Management Committee but promised that it would be run and the revenue underwritten by Kidlington Cricket Club.  The club were confident that they would be able to break even and provide a new facility for the community.  He stressed that there would be no cost to the Stratfield Brake Management Committee.
Mr Woolerton also showed an idea of the appearance of the building and explained that it would be a simple steel structure with no toilet facilities.  There would therefore be a requirement to use the existing facilities within the main pavilion.

It was explained that the project had had the endorsement of the Management Committee and that the Club were now working up their plans to present for planning permission.  It was hopeful that work would take place during the summer of 2008 with the building operational summer 2009.

Mr Woolerton and Mr Duval were asked a number of questions and explained that they had not yet spoken to the planners but were aware that their contact with the Leisure Services would be shared with the planning officers.
It was also explained that Coleman Hicks had been appointed as architects and they were working with and talking to the planning officers on behalf of the club.

The club was very much aware that planning would be a big hurdle which was why a feasibility study had had to be worked up properly before hand.

It was also understood that the development would be contrary to Greenbelt Policy and Cllr Graham in particular was concerned that Kidlington Parish Council could not support a planning application unless it had been reassured that there was planning officer support beforehand.

Cllr Moss, as Chair of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee, confirmed that the committee had given a general welcome for the initiative.  He explained that what had become apparent was that whilst the existing pavilion appeared to be a large building, it was in fact too small to be viable for the sports in question.  The erection of the cricket centre could add to the use of Stratfield Brake.
There was also a serious problem experienced on site regarding storage and the provision of this building would help it.  He personally was worried about the long term running and revenue viability and what would happen if the predictions for revenue input were not fulfilled.
Mr Duval confirmed that the centre would need to be in operation for at least 10 hours a day and would require a centre manager which had to be part of the business plan.  He anticipated that there would be a co-ordination of the duties of the current Director of Cricket and the part time Grounds man employed by the Cricket Club together with the Manager of the building.
The club were reminded that they should also be talking to the land owner of the site – being Oxfordshire County Council.
The club had had confirmation that the bowls club would not be interested in the project.

The Chair thanked Mr Woolerton and Mr Duval for attending and giving an indication of what appeared to be an exciting project.

The Parish Council would need to consider the proposal and would let the club know what its official view was.

The Council agreed that the forthcoming Policy Committee would give consideration to the presentation and report back to the next meeting of Council.

Cllr Graham stressed that he would want the Policy Committee to consider the fact that there was officer support on planning would be a requirement if Kidlington Parish Council were to submit the coming application on behalf of the club.
It was a possibility for the Parish Council to support the project but to leave the achievement process including planning application to the club itself.

61. Minutes of Committees

Consideration was given to the minutes of the following committees which were confirmed and adopted:

1) Extraordinary Policy Committee – 14th December 2006

2) Planning Committee – 25th January 2007

3) Environmental and Amenities Committee – 1st February 2007
4) Policy Committee – 15th February 2007
a) Unitary Authorities (Minute 42) – The Council was advised that the Oxford City bid for unitary status had failed.

b) Calendar of Meetings (Minute 49) – It was noted that there was a recommendation for Council to consider the addition of Stratfield Brake Meetings to its calendar of the third Wednesday of the month and similarly that the Village Centre Management Board be included in the calendar every two months.  Resolved: to support this recommendation.

5) Finance Committee – 15th February 2007
6) Planning Committee – 22nd February 2007

7) Planning Committee – 27th March 2007

62. Authorisation of Cheques

The Council ratified authorisation of all cheques between 22nd December 2006 – 22nd March 2007.

Co-Operative Bank PLC (Current Account) - £47, 227.97

National Westminster Bank - £234.95

Payroll Payments Report - £47, 231.49

63. Greenbelt Policy

The Committee was asked to adopt a formal policy for the Greenbelt and considered the recommendations of the Policy Committee. RESOLVED that:-
1. Kidlington Parish Council is against large development between Oxford and Kidlington and recognises in policy CO3 of the South East Plan the need to
· check the growth of Oxford and prevent ribbon development and urban sprawl

· prevent the coalescence of settlements

· and assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment

2. Kidlington Parish Council supports policy CO3 of the South East  Plan that 

“development in the Green Belt will only be permitted if it maintains its openness and does not conflict with the purpose of the Green Belt or harm its visual amenities.”

3. The Parish Council supports the view of Cherwell District Council that any review of the Oxford Green Belt be focussed upon the localities along transport corridors to the south of Oxford City.

4. The Council believes that any development in the Green Belt would need to be sensitive towards the character and needs of existing communities; and should be proportionate to the size of the local communities.

5. In particular, the Council believes that any Green Belt land released for development should be overwhelmingly used for affordable housing for key workers and starter homes for local young people.

64. Kidlington Village Centre Management Board Report

The Council received a report from the Chair of the Management Board and noted that work to Watts Way closure and square were scheduled to start week beginning 14th May.  Consideration was being given to its effect on market traders.  There had been some returns on the proposals following from the presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting on street furniture, but these were not really representative of the public at large.  The general feel of the Management Board had been for brushed chrome and wood but there were some concerns regarding vandalism.
Members felt that the anti social behaviour was not really as serious as the public perception.  The main problem was related to the departure from the Red Lion.  There appeared to be no perceptible difference since the flats had been occupied in High Street.

The Council was concerned that there was a need to sort out traffic entering Foresters Way and the Tescos lorries parking in the roadway.  It was noted that Tescos on the Cowley Road in Oxford on a similar sized site but with more constraint were able to contain themselves within their yard.

The Chair also reported that consideration had been given to the CBRE Report and there had been some disappointment that it was out of date and figures concerning the supermarket had been questioned.  This was an important project as it was to guide the local development framework (LDF) work.
It was confirmed that an agreed draft business plan of the Management Board had been submitted to Cherwell District Council Executive.

The objective was to get an Urban Design Framework for the Centre.  The Management Board had felt frustrated by progress as many of their objectives have spatial implications.

The Chair was suggesting a workshop to produce an Urban Design Consultant’s Brief, so that when funding became available to carry out an urban design, the preparatory work would be done.

He had looked at ways of producing this and was recommending two consultants’ days which would cost between £1, 500 and £2, 000 and were an unbudgeted item.
At the outset the Management Board had put in a bid for £2, 000 in a previous budget but this had not been spent or brought forward to the current year.  However, the Finance officer had suggested that if there was support by Council resolution, money could be directed from professional fees.

The Council understood that this was a scoping report to produce a suitable brief and would have stakeholder sign up which would be an attempt to demonstrate the requirement to the District Council.

RESOLVED: to appoint a consultant to hold a workshop to a maximum of two consultant days/£2, 000 to produce a framework or consultant’s briefing for a desired urban framework for the village centre.
65. Exeter Hall

a) Car Parking
The Committee received a request from Oxfordshire County Council Highways for 6 additional spaces for which the Highways section were prepared to pay.
The Committee understood that there were many people using the car park who were not attending wither the Exeter Hall or the other buildings on the campus.  The Highways Authority were already renting out spaces at Blenheim Road and Green Road, but many were parking in Exeter Hall.  The Business support Manager had explained that staff members in Ron Groves House had increased from 35 – 50 since they had been moved there and since there was a requirement for many officers to move their cars for duties, there was a problem in accommodating the necessary cars.

The Council were unhappy with the request and recalled an approach by County Highways when they had moved into Ron Groves House, saying that they would not want any additional space.  This had been accepted by the Parish Council at the time.  There was frustration that the Highways Authority themselves had changed the scenario with additional people.
 It was felt quite strongly that the County Council green Transport policy should be upheld and a letter should be sent requesting that they advise staff to use park and ride facilities where possible.
The Clerk was also requested to copy in the County Councillors for Kidlington on the subject.

The Council also considered a letter received by the Chief Engineer of Cherwell District Council in response to a request by the Clerk for consideration about enforcement on unauthorised parking.  He was recommending an enforcement order being a vehicle parks order which would then require the use of wardens with excess charge notices.

As the situation had eased since an approach had been made to the Highways office, no decision would be taken currently but the Clerk was requested to explore the costs of the Chief Engineer’s proposals and also to enquire as to whether notices saying that limited parking was available but with actually no monitoring would be an interim solution.

b) Exeter Hall Charges

The Council was circulated with a list of recommended revised charges to be effective from the 1st April 2007 and these were AGREED.
It was accepted that research would be required for the rates for the hire charges of Exeter Hall for consideration by Council for the following financial year.

66. Regional Housing Strategy Review

The Council had been circulated with a questionnaire and information relating to consultation on the Regional Housing Strategy produced by the Regional Housing Board.  This is a complex document which is important with regard to the delivery of the housing strategy but which did not have a specific reference to Kidlington.

Cllr Graham found it difficult to understand the point of the regional housing board but the Council generally were agreed that this was not necessarily an item for a Parish Council response.  However, all individual members were now aware of the consultation and the document and were invited to respond as individuals if they so wished.
67. Review of Parish Members Allowances for the 07/08 Financial Year

The Council had been circulated with a report of the Remuneration panel for the forthcoming financial year and the recommendations for parish basic allowances.
The Chair reminded members that it had been considered appropriate that a decision should be taken during the current term of the Council towards the end of the period of office on the grounds that it was difficult for a new Council to understand the consequences and needs for remuneration and it was also difficult for that Council to be voting in an allowance which would effect itself.
As the term of the current Council was coming to an end, the Chair had thought it appropriate to reignite the debate on whether payment of allowances to members of the Parish Council was appropriate.  The Chair wanted to recommend that an allowance would be paid.  He did not think that election to the Parish Council should mean Councillors were out of pocket.  There was a heavy workload and much of the work was done via computer, telephone etc.  There was a mechanism for claiming expenses but members tended to forget to do so or found it a hassle.

He thought that the cost of being a member could be a barrier to recruitment.

The Council was reminded that there was no budgeted item to cover this which bearing in mind the level of the recommendation of band 1 which included Kidlington, could amount to a fair amount.

The Chair agreed that his proposal was for an in principle requirement but that it would have to be for budget consideration for the 2008/9 financial year:-
The proposal is that Kidlington Parish Council pay Parish Councillors a basic allowance in line with the recommendations of the Parish Remunerations Panel 5 January 2007. The level would be set at Band 1 in line with these recommendations. There would be no enhanced allowance for the Chairman. Councillors may continue to claim for travel and subsistence when required. 

There followed a discussion on the merits of accepting a remuneration and it was noted that not all Councillors had to take the payment if offered.

There was a reminder that such allowances were taxable and would need to be declared to the Inland Revenue.

There was concern that the constituents would disagree with a payment.  There were many cynical comments that Councillors were only in business for themselves and long standing members liked the opportunity to be able to say that it was voluntary.

However, the counter to this was that the small amount of allowance would actually only cover expenses and that members should be brave enough to admit that doing work for the community was at a cost.  Many put in a substantial amount of work which should be recognised and payment may enable some who might not otherwise stand.

It was noted that the level of work generated within the Council was now at a higher level than in previous years.

The comment was made as to whether it was relevant for the current Council to make the decision.  If it was to be an in principle recommendation which was then given to the new Council to vote in for the forthcoming financial year’s budget, the new Council did not have to accept it.  It was RESOLVED 6 in favour and five against that the Council in principle agree and to follow the panel’s recommended levels of allowances.

68. Signing of Documents

i) Petition for the Consecration 

Resolved: that the petition for consecration of additional land at the burial ground be signed.  This was done in the presence of the Council by the Chair, Cllr Chris Pack, the Vice Chair, Cllr D Rae and Cllr Alan Graham.

ii) Briar Close – Transfer of Land to Parish Council

The Council had completed the transfer o f the children’s playground area at Briar Close.  The playground had been sited there for a number of years but transfer completion had taken a long time.  The terms of the proposed transfer had been agreed some time ago.  Resolved: that the transfer of land be completed and this was signed in the presence of the Clerk as proper officer by the Chair, Cllr Chris Pack, and the Vice Chair, Cllr D Rae.

69. Questions to Chair

i) Football Development Plan
Cllr Betts asked the Chair whether consideration should be given to a formal means of consultation with residents regarding the Football Development Plan.

It was noted that letters had been hand delivered to all residents living around the site.

Kidlington Parish Council did more consultation than most but there was clearly a need to ensure that everyone was aware and had an opportunity to express their views.

It was suggested that further consultation should take place when money had been received for furtherance of the plan.  This was an item for the Environmental and Amenities Committee.

68.
Reports to Council

ii) Football Development Plan
Cllr Rae reported that meetings had taken place and the timeline for the process had been completed.

It had been apparent that from the English Table Tennis Association representative that if the pavilion project went ahead in the current year money would be lost from the Football Foundation bid.  However, providing the work was committed by March 2008, the Sport England money for ETTA towards the project would be secure

The Clerk would present a report to the next meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee but the Council was advised that the bid to the Football Foundation was due to be presented in May.  There would be a 31 week time delay.

iii) Home Link School Worker

Cllr Rae reported that the funding for the Home Link School Worker was to March 2008 only.  The worker had been allocated to partnership schools on a pro rata basis.  There may be a request for Parish Council funding and this would be referred to the forthcoming Policy Committee.

iv) Trust AGM

Cllr Rae reported that the AGM of the Recreational Trust was to be held at the Social Club on 23rd April.  She also asked that it be noted that a problem had been experienced by the Social Club regarding business rates.

v) Village Events

Cllr Rae reported the following dates : Gala – 21st July; Firework Display – 5th November; Christmas Lights Switch On – 4th December.

vi) Kaleidoscope Centre
Cllr Rae reported that Spurgeons partnership was being apponited for a 1 year trial.  Spurgeons was a Christian based organisation which would give HR support etc to the centre.

vii) Risk Assessment

Cllr Robins reported that he had met with the Finance Officer as Monitoring Officer for the Risk Assessment and carried out a check earlier in the week.  This had been in particular reference to the burial ground.  All risks seemed to be addressed appropriately.  There were some items that required tweaking on an assessment but the programme was properly being carried out.

He had noted that there had been an overlooking of risks on the bus shelter for which he had made some suggestions.
viii) Sports Centre Management Committee

Cllr Graham reported that he had attended the last meeting of the Kidlington and Gosford Sports Centre Management Committee.  This would be replaced by a User Group Committee when the privatisation had taken place.

ix) Recreation Strategy Consultation

Cllr Graham and the Clerk had attended a workshop on the previous Tuesday to assist in the composition of a recreational strategy to 2012.  Various workshops had been held around the district in order to gauge public opinion on what should be included.
x) St Mary’s Fields
Cllr Carole Pack reported that work was proceeding well but that the group was trying to obtain the final triangle to enable a walk along the river the length of Kidlington.  The land ownership had been in question but appeared to be partially owned by the Bulford Trust and partially by Richard Branson.  Both owners were happy for use to be made of the site, but in order to secure funding their written agreement was required.

The time being 9.30pm, it was agreed to suspend standing order 74 to complete the meeting.

Resolved: in the view of the (special) (confidential) nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.


69.
Staffing
The Council had been circulated with a recommendation from the Personnel sub committee for a revised structure for both staff and committees.

The Council was also advised by the Chair and Clerk that grading recommendations had been received that week from the consultant who had carried out the original staffing review (David Cardin of QLC). Mr Cardin’s recommendations were tabled for information and there followed a discussion on the whole proposal.

RESOLVED

a/ To adopt the proposed revised staffing structure to be brought in when practical,

b/ To adopt with effect from the new civic year the revised committee system of 

i/ a Community Committee 

    with sub committees for buildings and open spaces, 

ii/ a Policy and Finance Committee, and 

iii/ a Planning Committee

c/ to refer the proposed grading for the new structure to the personnel sub-committee for consideration at the next meeting of Council.

Resolved: that there was no further likely disclosure of exempt information.
The public and press therefore no longer be excluded from the meeting.

70. Any Other Business

The Chair reported that there would be a new Council elected in May and it was known that some long standing members of the existing Council would not be there.  Certain members had decided not to stand for the 2007 election.  He felt it was important to record an acknowledgement of the work done during their term.

Cllr Joyce Ruiz

Cllr Ruiz was on holiday but the Chair wanted it to be recorded that she had completed 12 years on Kidlington Parish Council and had taken the office of Chair during the 1999/2000 year.  She had shown tremendous energy and commitment to the Parish.  Environment had been her major interest and she had been a driving force behind the Kidlington In Bloom initiative and had chaired the working group for the initiative throughout.

She had also been the first Chair of the Allotments Committee.

When the code of conduct had been brought into Parish Councils in 2002, Cllr Ruiz had applied as Parish Council representative for the Standards Committee at the District Council.  She had had to undergo an election process and had been appointed as the Parish Council representative for the whole of the District.

The Chair had great admiration for Cllr Ruiz as a person and with the causes that she had championed.  With the permission of the Council, he wished to visit her on her return from holiday and pass on this for her hard work.
Cllr John Stansby
Cllr Stansby had been on the Parish Council for almost 10 years.  He had been a one time Chair of the Exeter Hall Management Committee which had been a main interest of his within the Parish. He had been on the Committee during a period of considerable improvements to the hall and his practical experience and eye for detail had been invaluable to the work achieved.

He had also been a District Councillor and was standing down from that commitment at the same time.

Cllr Stansby was thanked for all his work for Kidlington and handed a token of thanks by the Chair.

Cllr Andrew Moss
Cllr Moss had completed 2 full terms on the Parish Council.  His major interest had been the Stratfield Brake Management Committee which had been started by Cllr Laynes but which he had taken over as Chair and had had a leading role in developing as one of the best facilities in Cherwell for Sport and recreation.

He had had a wider role within the Parish Council being a very committed councillor and taking on many challenges.  Cllr Moss was also thanked for his work and given a token of appreciation.
Cllr Moss thanked the Chair for his own leadership.

Cllr Bob Laynes

Cllr Laynes was completing 20 years of service as a Kidlington Parish Councillor.  He had taken his inspiration from former Councillors Ron Groves and Frank Wise and had followed their tradition of serving Kidlington people well.  He had been a Parish Councillor and a District Councillor and the Chair of West Kidlington School Governors.  The Chair was very grateful for the words of wisdom that Cllr Laynes had offered during his term and for the invaluable information and advice that he had given.
Cllr Laynes was also offered a token of thanks by the Chair.

The Chair concluded with thanks for the support given to him over the past two years as the Chair of Council.

Chair.
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