Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental and Amenities Committee

held at Exeter Hall on Thursday July 6th 2006
Present:

Councillor D Betts (Chair)





Councillor J Garlick





Councillor A Graham





Councillor Carole Pack

Councillor D Rae (for the item relating to the Football    

                               Development Plan)





Councillor C Robins





Councillor J Ruiz

Declaration of Interest:



None

1.  Minutes
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 27th April 2006 were agreed and signed as a true record with the following amendment: to Minute 77 (Croxford Garden Transfer) commuted sum.

2.  Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2006 

(i) Fun Fair (Minute 70 (i))


The Committee learned that the fun fair had been held at Yarnton Road instead of


Exeter Close but that the Parish Council had not been advised that this was to


occur.


The Committee were not minded to go through a consultation process again and


felt that the decision to remain at Yarnton Road would be irreversible.

(ii) Ron Groves Park (Minute 70 (ii))


The installation of the children’s play ground was currently taking place and was


almost complete. 

(iii) Skate Park (Minute 70 (v))


A letter updating the youngsters who had promoted a skate park had been sent.
(iv) Bus Shelter (Minute 71)


There had been no further developments on the matter.

(v) Railway Station (Minute 75 )

The Council had reaffirmed the policy for a station at Lyne Road and had also supported a station at the grain silo to be associated with the east/west rail link.

(vi) Easement across Yarnton Road (Minute 76)


The electricity company advised that they no longer wish to lay the cables


across the site.


(vii)  Orchard Recreation Ground (Minute 79 (i))

The complaints relating to the overuse of the football ground had been dealt with by


the Trust. The Chair of the Council had also responded.

However, Councillor Ruiz reported that there had been presentation evenings at the

field and that she had been concerned at the number of cars on the site including parking on the footpath which was dangerous.  She was aware that the club had been charging £2 per car as a fundraiser and felt that the club was putting fundraising over health and safety. The tournament itself had been well organised. She asked that this be passed to the Trust for consideration.

3.  Football Development Plan

The Committee welcomed Mr Philip Rolls of Cherwell District Council for an update on the progress relating to the Football Development Plan which had been ongoing for many years. Consultants had been appointed part funded by Cherwell District Council but commissioned by Kidlington Parish Council. It had been hoped that the plan would be finished by now but identified further investigations had had to be included and caused delay.
There was a steering group assessing the stages of the research results. Mr Rolls was a member of that group together with Councillor Rae and the Clerk and others.

The original brief had a second phase to include building surveys but Cherwell District Council had funded and arranged this work as part of the current workload. This could be added to the total cost for funding benefits.

These had included facility checks on pitch maintenance, pitch conditions and levels etc together with condition surveys on the pavilion which had included an asbestos survey and disability access.

There had  also been extensive surveys on participation to establish the actual levels of use and to encourage those coming through the system. The intention was to ensure that all residents who wanted to play football could do so in Kidlington.

From the outcomes of the research a Development Plan would be produced and would identify the requirements that need addressing for the facilities to achieve the standard of the whole plan. A funding plan would be put in place covering all areas and grants sought.
The surveys had shown the buildings to be structurally sound but with a need for upgrading. 

The pitch areas  were fine as public open space but to encourage sport they needed good drainage and maintenance to facilitate use throughout the year which would encourage more teams.

A maintenance regime would need defining and this would be at a cost with a need to analyse funding options. There was also the issue of the clubs paying to hire the facilities; and the fact that there was a responsibility split between the Recreational Trust and the Parish Council.

Mr Rolls explained that in many parishes maintenance was done by the Council and that this worked successfully. The problems identified with the existing pavilions were that they had not been vandalised but related to lack of maintenance over a period of years. Funding bodies would require a robust plan of maintenance for the future.
The pitches would need to be kept to a suitable standard. There would be a need to examine responsibility for the maintenance and hire and question how to coordinate with the Trust.
Members asked a number of questions that included time scale and were advised that the finished plan should be available at the end of September. These would give costs of both capital and revenue, and planned income. There may be some outstanding issues that would be matters for local determination.
The Youth teams played on Trust sites and paid the Trust for grass cutting - but they also carried out maintenance at their own costs which was substantial.


It was explained to the committee that the sites included four areas of responsibility of the Trust, plus Exeter Close - which was Parish Council, and Stratfield Brake which was the responsibility of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee. The Committee understood that there was a need for rationalisation within Kidlington.
Mr Rolls explained that the Football Association was attempting to achieve flexibility in starting times so that pitch use was not concentrated. He also explained that the works would have to be staggered and that this gave the opportunity for Council funding to be on a rolling programme.

He was asked whether funding options had been researched, and explained that the Football Development Plan was to be written with the approval of the Oxfordshire Football Association (OFA). OFA approval gave Football Foundation support which could contribute approximately half the cost. Land fill tax had also been discussed with the tax administrator. The project most likely to receive land fill tax funding was the pavilion at Exeter Close because of its wider use. The Parish Council had earmarked some funds and it was hoped that Cherwell District Council would be able to support. The Exeter Close site was already receiving contract sports pitch maintenance and this could be monitored to see how it worked.
It was agreed that management recommendations needed to be discussed early, and should be an agenda item for the next committee meeting.

A working group consisting of the Chair and Councillor Rae to work with the Clerk and Mr Rolls would be set up to report on options to that committee.
4.  Burial Ground Search

The Committee received an update from Bruton Knowles and their request for approval to contact the land owners for sites 3 and 10.

Two estimates for digging and monitoring bore holes were presented. These varied considerably and the consultant would be asked for advice on what was required and which he recommended accepting.
The Committee also confirmed that it wanted approaches made to the relevant owners of sites 3 and 10, and asked to be copied in on the letters so that the Council would be aware if any local queries were raised. All enquiries must, however, be directed through the consultant. The Clerk was also requested to ask the consultant for a programme of work for the next meeting as the time scale for a final report was tight.
5.  Policy on Burials
The Committee was advised that there was no policy relating to whether burials could take place of persons with no Kidlington connection. As space was tight there was the fear that such requests may be received. 
RESOLVED that

a) burials on application for persons with no connections with Kidlington would be refused

b) that there should remain consideration of burying persons living outside the area but with a local family connection. The Committee was minded for restrictions but requested sample wording from other Councils to assist in the determination of what relationships would be acceptable.

6.  Policy on Memorials

The Committee received a request for permission for a memorial with flat kerb stones (as already permitted) but containing slabs marked to resemble tiles. There was no existing policy to cover this eventuality, though the Council had previously agreed to accept flat slabs flush with the ground. There had been no consideration of infill within the kerbs. It had been noted that infill by stones had occurred in some places and was not an option that was desirable but there had been no specific resolution to refuse. The Committee were concerned that the public were continually varying the regulations and accepted that the slabs with tiling was permissible providing it was flat. No flower containers would be permitted other than that at the head of the grave. 

Agreed to inform the applicant that the slabs would be acceptable but that it be stressed that the whole unit - including kerb stones and corner sets - must be level with the ground. The only flower container permitted would be that by the head stone.
The Committee agreed that tighter regulations must be brought in at the new burial ground.

7.  Request by South East Power Distribution to lay underground cables

The Committee received a request from Smiths Gore to lay underground cables on land at Croxford Gardens adjacent to Oxford canal. The Committee had no objection.
8.  Environmental Community Champion
The Committee approved the nomination of Mr John Brucker for an OSCA award as Environmental Community Champion on the basis of his activity as a conservationist over a fifty year period; and his involvement with site protection and enhancement in and around Kidlington.

9.  Oxfordshire Wildlife’s Sites Project

The Committee had been circulated with a survey report from Berks Bucks and Oxon. Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) and was pleased to note the number of species present at St Mary’s Fields.

10. Parish Rangers Report

The Committee considered a Parish Rangers Report and a first quotation for the cleaning and treatment of algae of the tennis courts.  This was considerably higher than had been anticipated and whilst the Committee favoured attaining further quotations for the work as requested, it was felt that there should also be quotations received for the more major re-surfacing work that had been previously considered. There was concern that the Council could spend a lot of money on the surfacing which may have a limited lifespan.
There was concern about the algae build up relating to the near by trees which would be an ongoing problem.
“In Bloom” judging was to take place on Thursday July 20th and would include the Park Hill Copse project.

11. Finance Report 

The Committee had been circulated with a Finance Report to the end of March 2006 and noted that the Committee’s performance was close to budget.

12.  Internal Control

The Committee had been circulated with information relating to the Statement of Internal Control on the Environmental and Amenities Committee items.  It was noted that this was a complex and lengthy process and the Committee asked that the action plan be complete for budget time.

Meeting ended at 9.05pm
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