Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council 

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

on Thursday 14th  May 2009
Present:


Councillor Chris Pack (Chair)





Councillor D Betts

Councillor S Bird





Councillor A Graham





Councillor D Holloway





Councillor A Hornsby-Smith





Councillor D Rae





Councillor C Robins





Councillor D Thompson
Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Sara Hepworth and Tracey Wyse, and County & District Cllr M Billington.
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Chris Pack declared prejudicial interest in co-option of new councillor as one candidate was an ex-colleague.
1. Appointment of Chair
Cllr Chris Pack reminded the Council that he was stepping down as Chair after a period and wanted to thank members for their support.  He had enjoyed being Chair of the Council and felt that Kidlington Parish Council had a very good atmosphere.  There were tensions from time to time but a sense of belonging between colleagues.  He thanked the Clerk for her support.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith asked that it be noted his gratitude for the hard work of Cllr Pack as Chair of the Council.  He had a vision, and projects had progressed well under his leadership.  Cllr Hornsby-Smith noted that Cllr Pack had acted inclusively and had involved all members.  He wanted to thank him for what he had put into the Council.

It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that Councillor David Betts be elected Chair for the year 2009/10.  Cllr Betts signed a declaration of acceptance of the office of Chairman in the presence of the Clerk.
The new Chair asked for a formal record of thanks to Cllr Pack for his work as Chair of the Council.  It was the vision of Cllr Pack that had been driven forward in Kidlington and his chairmanship had complimented his role of District Councillor.

2.  
Appointment of Vice Chair
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that Councillor Carole Pack be elected Vice Chair for the year 2009/10.

3.  
Appointment of Standing Committees
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that standing committees for the year 2008/09 be as follows:

Finance and Policy Committee


Cllr D Betts







Cllr A Graham 

Cllr A Hornsby-Smith

Cllr Chris Pack








Cllr D Rae
Cllr C Robins
Cllr Vacancy

Community Committee 



Cllr S Bird








Cllr J Garlick 

Cllr S Hepworth








Cllr D Holloway








Cllr M White
Cllr Carole Pack
Cllr Chris Pack
Cllr D Thompson

Cllr T Wyse

Planning Committee




Cllr Stephen Bird







Cllr Alan Graham 
Cllr S Hepworth

Cllr Andrew Hornsby-Smith

Cllr Carole Pack 

Cllr D Thompson







Cllr M White







Cllr T Wyse







Cllr Vacancy
4.  
Appointment of Committee Chairs

It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that the following appointments be made as Chair and Vice Chair of each committee for the year 2008/09:-
Finance and Policy Committee 


Chair    - 
 Cllr D Rae 







Vice Chair –
 Cllr A Graham
Community Committee 



Chair – 
 Cllr Chris Pack







Vice Chair -    Cllr J Garlick
Planning Committee




Chair -            Cllr Carole Pack







Vice Chair –    Cllr T Wyse
5.         Appointment of Sub-Committees
RESOLVED that the following be appointed to Sub-Committees as follows :

Events






Cllr J Garlick, Cllr D Rae, Cllr C Robins
Kidlington In Bloom




Cllr S Hepworth, Cllr Carole Pack
Personnel





Chairs to the Council and all 








standing committees and 








Council Vice Chair 
Parish Youth Provision Sub Group
Cllr D Rae, Cllr S Hepworth, Cllr D Holloway, Cllr T Wyse
Sustainability Sub Group
Cllrs D Holloway, Cllr A Hornsby-Smith, Cllr C Robins
6.  
Appointment to Other Bodies

The following appointments were proposed and seconded and RESOLVED:

Allotments




  Cllr Carole Pack
Churches Together Youth Group

  Cllrs T Wyse and S Hepworth

Events Working Group


  Cllrs J Garlick, D Rae, C Robins
Emergency Liaison Working Group
  Cllrs D Betts
Kaleidoscope Children’s Centre

  Cllr Garlick
Kidlington Centre Management Board
  Cllrs D Betts, Chris Pack, A Hornsby-Smith,    

   and C Robins
Kidlington Recreational Trust

   Cllr Vacancy
Kidlington Voice



   Cllrs A Graham and Cllr D Betts
NAG
   Cllr S Hepworth

Observer to Youth Centre 
Management Committee: 
   Cllr T Wyse (substitute Cllr S Hepworth)

Oxford Airport Consultative Committee
   Cllr C Robins (Cllr Chris Pack)
Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils   No appointments
Parish Transport Representative

   Cllr Robins
Parish Youth Provision Sub Group
   Cllrs Rae, Hepworth, Holloway and T Wyse

St Mary’s Fields Working Group

   Cllrs Carole Pack and Thompson
Stratfield Brake Management Committee    Cllrs Betts, Graham and D Thompson
Thornbury House Liaison Group 

   Cllr Graham (sub Cllr Carole Pack)

Traffic Advisory Committee

   Cllrs Hornsby-Smith and Chris Pack
7.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held on Thursday 2nd April 2009, were agreed and signed as a true record.

8.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd April 2009
i) Street Furniture (Minute 56(ii))

Cllr Pack asked it be recorded his frustrations at the delays that had occurred over the installation of the Street Furniture. If this was not completed soon it would affect the in Bloom project and the shoppers guide which was waiting for photographs showing the new furniture.  There was also an impact on the shoppers.  It was noted that the bandstand had been delivered that day and left on site in pieces.  

Frustrations had included the destruction of cables including the NTL and RTI.

The Chair was meeting shortly with the engineer from Cherwell District Council and would ask him if there were specific reasons why the delays had occurred.
ii) Chiltern Railways (Minute 56(vi))

The exhibition at Exeter Hall on 25th April had been well attended.  Cllr Graham commented that he had requested that the grain silo be removed for parking and also asked that the railway company note that the park & ride car park was free though the railway car park was likely to be charged.
Cllr Robins reported that a scoping report had been issued which had included investigation of areas of conservation.  He had been concerns that areas in Oxford, Islip and Bicester had been mentioned, and had drawn the attention of the company to the fact that there were conservation issues in Kidlington that should also be considered. 

iii) Perch Seating in Bus Stops (Minute 57(i)(a))

Cllr Pack asked for an update on the situation with regard to perch seating following the recent report on Radio Oxford.

Cllr Graham reported that he had complained to the Radio Oxford Consultative Committee that the so called leader of the lobby for the seat was a Radio Oxford employee. It was noted that the Council had considered the inclusion of perch seating in the 2009/10 budget but that expenditure in other areas had caused the Council to delete it from the current year with a view to reconsider the matter next time.

iv) Exeter Close (Minute 57(i)(e)))

The works to the front of the site were nearly complete and the Clerk reported that she had been advised that the top surface of the paths should be completed the following week.  The railings had been delayed but she had been assured that they should be installed week beginning 25th May 2009.  Tenders had been received for planting but this was additional to the budget and the Clerk was meeting with the project manager to see what opportunities there were to go ahead with planting.
v) Conservation Area (Minute 58)

The Clerk reported that the District Council planners had written to inform the Council that the revised boundary and appraisal of Kidlington Conservation Area had been approved on 11th May 2009 by the Council’s Executive.
The Planning Officer had expressed her gratitude to the Parish Council for its support and assistance through the appraisal process and for allowing them to present it the proposals to the annual parish meeting.

vi) Legal Agreement for Gosford Development (Minute 64(i))
Cllr Graham noted that there had been no forwarded copy of the legal agreement for the Gosford Exception site development and asked the Clerk to chase this.

vii) Cars on Verges (Minute 64(iv))

Cllr Pack noted that the cars for sale parked on the verge close to Sainsbury’s had been moved, but he was concerned that there remained cars for sale on the verges close to J & Sons.  It was reported that it had been said that this verge was on the ownership of J & Sons and the Clerk was asked to establish whether this was true and to report back.

Cllr Chris Pack left the meeting.
9.
Co-Option
The Chair reported that an advert had been placed in the Kidlington News and that two applications had been received for the vacancy.

It had been thought that rather than the whole council interviewing the individuals concerned that the Chair of the Committees should talk to the candidates and feedback views 

to the Council.
There were no formal procedures for co-option about which the Chair felt uncomfortable, and suggested that a proposal for procedures should be presented to the next meeting.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith was also uncomfortable about the process and would prefer to consider the co-option at the next meeting.  Cllr Robins was in agreement; he thought that the process of the Chairs meeting with the applicants though done with the best of intentions had not been with the prior agreement of the council.

Cllr Graham wanted an open and inclusive approach. He thought that the Council had never come to a suitable arrangement for the co-option of councillors and that there were lessons to be learnt from both the current and previous attempts.

The Chair wanted to agree a protocol for the future but he was anxious that the current vacancy be filled as there was at least one other councillor on the existing council who was inactive and it was important to get a full compliment of membership. Both applicants had been extremely good and he did not want them to walk away on the grounds that a decision maybe deferred.

Cllrs Graham and Hornsby-Smith were both in agreement that notwithstanding there concerns about the current process they would like to see a co-option at this meeting.

Cllr Betts had told both candidates that a second vacancy was likely and both had said that they would be interested.

RESOLVED “in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted

 it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded

 and they are instructed to withdraw”

The Chair outlined the key strengths of the two candidates following their meetings and it was noted that each would bring different strengths to the council.

RESOLVED to co-opt Mr Maurice White as Parish Councillor.

i)
Guy Lawfull

It was reported that Cllr Lawfull had not attended meetings for more than 6 months. The law provided that in such an event a councillor became disqualified.

It was explained that the vacancy had to be legally advertised to allow for electors to call an election and only after a designated period if no election had been called could the Council start a co-option process again.

The unsuccessful candidate would be notified that there was possibly a further opportunity for co-option and it was AGREED for a sub-group consisting of the Chair with Cllrs Hornsby-Smith, Rae and Thompson to put a report to the Policy Committee for a recommendation to the next Council for a procedure for future co-option to councillor vacancies.

10.
Minutes of Committees

Consideration was given to the minutes of the following committees which were confirmed and adopted :-

i)
Planning Committee
-
16th April 2009


a)
Core Strategy (Minutes 112)

Cllr Graham reported that he had been unable to submit the consultation paper on the Oxford City Core Strategy and the deadline was the following day. He had been through the previous comments and had found little change between comments made and the revised strategy.  He would reinforce any comments if he found them necessary. 

ii)
Community Committee
23rd April 2009


a)
Animation Station (Minute 57(i))
Cllr Pack would give a more full report on the animation station at the next meeting. In response to a query over the purchase of i-macs, it was noted that these were the latest versions.

b)
Broadway Parking (Minute 63)

It was noted that the Community Committee had given a priority for the yellow lines.

iii)
Policy & Finance Committee
-
30th April 2009


a)
Fireworks (Minute 62(3))

It was noted that September had now been agreed as soon enough for a meeting with the Rugby Club to discuss the arrangements for fireworks.

11.
Authorisation of Cheques

The Council ratified authorisation of cheques written between 28th February 2009 and 31st March 2009.

Co-operative Bank Plc current account £ 71,128.10

Payroll payment report   £ 15,658.57

Total payments £ 86,786.67

12.
Reports

i) Eco-Towns

Cllr Hornsby-Smith had addressed Cherwell District Council which had confirmed that it was promoting the north-west Bicester site on condition that the district council be allowed to lead the planning on the site.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith had reported that Kidlington supported development in Bicester but had not pledged support for the North West site in particular as this was not a Kidlington Parish Council policy.

He had provided a full response to the 6 reports that had been issued in recent months on the Weston Otmoor scheme and done so on behalf on the Weston Front pressure group.  Because of this his responses had been light on proposals for Shipton on Cherwell.
He had commented that there was a need for a positive assessment on developments so close to another town and stressed that the inclusion in the government programme was contrary to planning law.

The report had argued that there was confusion in the PPS in regard to affordable housing as there were different requirements for affordable units in the eco-town legislation. The government numbers varied between 40 and 30%.

It was noted that there was a very slight reduction in the number of houses to be built in the south-east plan.

He reported that the Clerk had summarised his points on those most pertinent to Kidlington for a Kidlington Parish Council submission.

He also reported that it would be late summer before any decisions were taken in regard to the eco-towns sites.

Cllr Rae thanked Cllr Hornsby-Smith for all the hard work that he had put in to this.

ii) Thornbury House

Cllr Graham reported on the consultation exhibition at Parkhill attended by a large number.  The feedback on the consultation was not yet known. His own concerns had been that there had been limited attempt at the exhibition to get written comments.

The architects had been non participatory at the exhibition though it was noted that the agents (Mouchels) had been encouraging the public as had been the social services representatives.

The main concerns that appeared to be being expressed was that there was no active engagement on what was happening to the rest of the site.  A draft residential layout shown to the Thornbury House group had not been displayed at the consultation.

It had been thought there may be some form of sheltered care for the elderly who would then be able to use the existing access to the site – alternatives being difficult.
Cllr Robins agreed with Cllr Graham’s comments but reported that residents’ feedback to him personally had been mainly positive.  It seemed that local people were happy to lose the secure unit.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith noted that this was the best site for elderly accommodation and had been recommended as such in the Parish Council responses to the site option consultation as submitted to Cherwell District Council.  He suggested that the Parish Council submission on this site be forwarded as a reminder.

Cllr Pack noted concerns amongst the residents about access during the building phases, and he also commented and expressed the views that people were worried about the purchase of the field behind for access.

It was known that residents were anticipating some housing development and wanted to know the details about access etc.

AGREED to send the Parish Council submission to both the County Council and to the agents and to request a further presentation to the Parish Council on the residential proposals when they were formed.

iii) One-Stop Shop

The Chair reported that he had accompanied Cllrs Chris Pack and Rae together with the Clerk to Cherwell District Council and had been pleasantly surprised at what they had been told.

The District Council wanted to integrate with the Parish Council for all services and the Exeter Hall location was the preferred option.  The officers had expressed a wish to work with the Parish Council for improvements to the building and to the remodelling of offices.  It had been said that the District Council was prepared to expend capital if it generated revenue and this had been read that a revised lease on a peppercorn rent would be considered as a generation of revenue.  It appeared that the District Council would fund the development of the modifications and probably some required by the Parish Council as well.
The District Council wanted to work with a group of nominated members and it was AGREED that the Chair together with Cllrs Chris Pack, Devena Rae and David Thompson meet.
Cllr Rae also commented that as another part of the same meeting there had been discussions about linking into the District Council’s procurement of services.  Cherwell District Council were trying to generate revenue and were considering operating services at marginal costs with limited overheads

iv) Health Centre
Cllr Chris Pack reported that the heads of the PCT primary care unit were attending the village centre management board the following week together with representatives from the three local surgeries.

They would be outlining the bid from the doctors and putting forward proposals for a redevelopment.  

The PCT would be brokers for the improvements for medical centre developers who would be putting in a bid for the site.

The Parish Council as owners of the site would have to offer resources and there would be a need to find temporary accommodation whilst the building improvements were taking place.  There was a desire to open formal negotiations with BT.
Cllr Graham reported that this development could be extremely large and it was important to think beyond the existing health centre site and round the corner to the children’s centre / youth centre.
13. Calendar of Meetings

The Council considered the submitted calendar of meetings as recommended by the Policy Committee for 2009/10 and RESOLVED to adopt the recommended schedule of meetings with an amendment to the September schedule making the Council Meeting 17th instead of 10th, and Community on 24th instead of 17th.
Chair.
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