Minutes of the Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council 
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington on Thursday 11th September 2008

      Present:-

Cllr Chris Pack (Chair)





Cllr D Betts






Cllr S Bird





Cllr J Garlick





Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr P Horsley





Cllr Carole Pack






Cllr C Robins






Cllr D Thompson


Also present:-
County Councillor Mike Gibbard. 






District & County Councillor Maurice Billington


Apologies :

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr’s A Graham, 






D Holloway, A Hornsby-Smith, and D Rae and T Wyse.
The Chair welcomed Mr Jeremy Sacha who would be presenting a landscape design for the 

Exeter Close frontage.  



The Chair reported that the District Councillor John Wyse, had undergone a 7 hour operation the previous day which the family were confident had been successful.  Cllr Wyse had sent his apologies to the meeting and the Chair and Council wished him well and agreed a card would be sent by the Parish Council wishing him a speedy recovery.
Declarations of Interest
:      None

22.    Exeter Close Project
Mr Sacha outlined to the members the overall aspirational plan for the Exeter Close site for which funding from the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA) had been secured.

In view of the limited amount of money available (£120,000) the Parish Council could only make a modest start and it was felt that what was achieved as the first stage of the project would set the scene for the future.  It was important that the entrance in from the Oxford Road was taken as the first stage.  
The Council was shown a plan of the Oxford Road entrance and elevation, and it was demonstrated how it would connect the new civic centre of Exeter Close with the Kidlington shopping centre.  Currently there were tall hedgerows and trees blocking the public view of the site.  Mr Sacha wanted to retain the hedge for conservation purposes, but to bring it down to a manageable height and punch through a large gap.  

There would still need to be a barrier between the civic activities on the site and the main road ; and important that as this would become a cycle route to slow cyclists approaching   the road.  There were a number of mature ash trees in the hedge line, one of which had a large cavity and a limited lifespan.  The Council was in favour of retaining as many trees as  possible, for as long as possible.  It might be possible to limit removal to this one tree.  The public would want to know that this was the case.

The suggestion was to have an ironwork entrance and the Council were asked to consider if  it would prefer a contemporary or heritage design.  As the buildings on the site were modern, a contemporary feel was favoured.
Incorporated into the design was a box hedge as it was important for the cyclists to know that they were entering a pedestrian area and they would be asked to dismount on exit from the road and by the car-park, otherwise they could cycle slowly through the site.

The Council was shown a montage of designs involving community in art design.  Because of the location and the modern feel of the site designs could be fun and full of colour.  The Council was shown different types of paving.  

Mr Sacha pointed out that there were a group of four mature trees with extensive roots as the access and a decision was needed on how to pave over those roots.  It was possible to provide gravel with clear bitumen resin binder that could be made permeable over the roots allowing water to filter through.
With regard to street furniture and lighting, Mr Sacha had been in discussion with the County Highways and it had been made clear that as a cycle route it needed to be to an adoptable standard and to be lit.  Lighting could be by bollard, mast lighting etc and a suggested feature was under lighting of the trees.

In addition the planting of the site needed to be considered as the appropriate time for planting was imminent.

The furniture on the site could be of a contemporary design and could be sculptural,  but the Council were asked if it would be required to reflect the design of the new street furniture when it was chosen for the high street, as the intention of opening the site was to demonstrate continuity between the two.  Members were advised that it was important to start the work on the front entrance during the winter as the condition of the grant required stage draw down and it was important to begin to claim.
The members thought that the time to talk to the public was when there were affordable costings for the scheme.
However, it was noted that a two stage approach needed to be made and suggested that the work to open up the site, could be started as soon as possible and money drawn down from the grant with consultation undertaken on the actual materials to be used.

There followed a discussion about the height of the hedge and some members had assumed 

that the hedge would be removed completely.   There was concern that if the hedge was a 5ft high it would be possible to hide behind it.

Cllr Gibbard arrived at 8.15pm
Mr Sacha agreed, and had thought of removal and replacing of the hedge.  This would be required if the decision was to have a very low hedge line and such a decision would need to be taken quickly as planting of a new hedge line would be necessary during the winter.  It was agreed that a box hedge would require less maintenance.

23.
Report from District & County Councillors

i)
Cllr Billington 

Cllr Billington reported that :

a) There was to be reinstatement of kerbs and footpaths at Morton Close ;

b) That problems with the grassed verge in High Street, had been reported to the County Council ;

c) A major blockage caused by silt had occurred at Waverley Ave and also Beech Crescent.  It was noted that the main problem was the public sewers being blocked in Vernon Crescent which Thames Water had cleared ;

d) The resurfaced areas of Oxford Road had now been repainted with white lines.  
e) Also the River Cherwell had been cleared by the Environment Agency of bikes, (including motor bikes), fallen trees and shrubs.
Cllr Billington had been appointed to a committee looking into anti-social behaviour and was asking about funding for The Forum.  He was put in touch with the Kidlington Youth Group.

ii)
Cllr Gibbard
Cllr Gibbard reported on the County Council determination of planning application for waste recycling at the site of the Grain Silo   He had not been allowed to vote at the Committee and he had voted at Cherwell District Council but as a ward member had been able to speak on the application.  He had defended the site as a green belt consideration but the vote had been 6/5 to approve the application.  He was very disappointed at this decision.  

The County Council continued to fight the South East Plan which was looking for an increase in housing numbers.  However, the latest proposals showed a preservation of the green belt other than South of Oxford at Grenoble Road.  This was causing a fight between South Oxfordshire District and Oxford City Council.
When the concessionary fares scheme had been brought in, it had commenced from 9.30am and it was noted that local journeys seem to start at 9.15 to 9.25am.  The District Council were investigating the possibility of starting from 9am but it was noted that Oxford City Council had taken a £400,000 un-budgeted hit on costs.
It was noted by Cllr Robins that the large amount for the City was because of changes to the ways the concessionary schemes were paid.  It was now only possible to have single journeys and it was the Council at the origin of the journey that was forced to pay.  This meant that the hit on Cherwell District Council may not be as great as they feared.

Cllr Pack pointed out that the Parish Council had opposed the application for the Grain Silo and presented the draft objections for the Parish Council to send.

As far as the South East plan was concerned the Parish Council had itself set some targets to meet for affordable housing so did aspire to some development to meet those targets.
Cllr Horsley questioned ownership of the Grain Silo and it was thought to have been bought by Grundons.  

Cllr Horsley’s concerns related to the large tonnage of hard-core that would be the result of knocking down the building.  Thousands of lorries would be required to remove it from the site and he hoped that it would be used for local use.  This was considered to be a good point to be taken up.

Cllr Robins asked Cllr Gibbard whether the numbers to be delivered if the Weston Otmoor proposal went ahead would be extra to the allocated housing numbers.  Cllr Gibbard confirmed that the wording was ambiguous.  It was suggested if the Council opposed Weston Otmoor the figures could ultimately be additional to the other allocation.

24.         Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held on Thursday 3rd July 2008, were agreed and signed as a true record.

25.
 Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting on 3rd July 2008

i) Guide Centre (Public Participation)

Cllr Carole Pack and the Clerk had attended the meeting at the Guide Centre, where the options for development of a guide centre had been presented.  The Guiders had then been allowed to ballot on their preferred option and had rejected all but a redevelopment on the existing site.  
ii) Kidlington in Bloom (Minute 17(i))
Cllr Carole Pack reported that Kidlington had again received a Silver Gilt award and had achieved two additional marks to 2007. 

A number of remarks had been made about village being a nice, clean and tidy place.  The judges had been impressed with plans for the future.
iii)
 Weston-Otmoor (Minute 17(ii))
It was reported that Cllr Hornsby-Smith  had met with Roger Evans who lived in Weston on the Green on a systematic response to the proposals.  These were currently in draft and would be presented to the Parish Council for comment.
26.
Minutes of Committees

Consideration was given to the minutes of the following committees, which were confirmed and adopted.


i)
Planning Committee





-
10th July 2008

ii)
Planning Committee





-
7th August 2008
iii)
Extraordinary Policy & Finance Committee

-
21st August 2008
a)
The Council were advised that the meeting had been called because of an urgency to agree additional works to the Orchard Recreation Ground, due to the appalling wet weather conditions of the summer.  The alternative methodology had been agreed and work had started under this method, though there had been more heavy rain during the past week, which had again slowed proceedings.

b)
The Council RESOLVED a joint designation of Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) to the existing Finance Officer – Les Reynolds – and to the Clerk – Patricia Redpath – for the short-term until a new permanent appointment of Finance Officer was made. This gave authorisation to the Clerk to act on behalf of the Council in regard to financial undertakings including the access of all relevant accounts.
iii) Planning Committee




-
4th September 2008

The Council had been circulated with a letter from Cllr Hornsby-Smith to be sent in regard to  the Grain Silo.  The letter was AGREED.
27. 
Reports to Council

i) Neighbourhood Action Group

The Committee had been made aware of an email from Mr Fred Jones, who was the Chairman of the NAG group and the email concerned a survey on speed.   The Parish Council had been asked for its comments, and the Chairman asked if it was considered to be a major issue in Kidlington.

It was noted that it had not been identified as an issue within the recent Health Check with only 14 responses expressing concern.  It was agreed that this was a national problem, but not considered to be a major issue for Kidlington.
In contrast members thought that in regard to traffic issues the police should, rather than concentrating on speed surveys be looking at other issues causing nuisance, such as parking on yellow lines, parking on verges etc.
The problems were the police failures in enforcement of the regulations, and it was recommended that the neighbourhood action group be advised of this view.

ii) St Mary’s Field

Cllr Carole Pack reported that a recent meeting of the St Mary’s Field Group which was
proceeding extremely well.  The group had agreed that there would not be new projects, but they would concentrate on general improvements.  The next working day would be on  15th October, and all were welcome.
iii) Website
Cllr Chris Pack reported that he and the Projects Officer had met with Mr Renwick, that day to look at the development of the new Parish Council website, which was now 2/3 weeks away from going live.  He was very pleased with its appearance and thought that the speed and systems incorporated were excellent.
iv) Stratfield Brake

Cllr Betts as Chairman of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee, reported that there had been a difficult period during the summer in brokering a deal to accommodate the Kidlington Youth Football Club on the 3rd rugby pitch, for the forthcoming football season whilst the Orchard Recreation Ground was out of service for football.  

The arrangement had been done by agreement, and he was aware that there were rumours circulating in the village, that the Rugby Club had been “pushed off” the 3rd rugby pitch.  This was not true.

The Chair thanked Cllr Betts for his hard work in handling the issues.

28.
Exeter Close


i)
Exeter Close Project
The Council discussed the earlier presentation of the removal of the boundary hedge.  Some were of a mind to have the existing hedgerow replaced.   A compromise would be to keep the existing hedge on environmental grounds, but for it to be trimmed to a more tidy appearance.
Cllr Bird suggested that the existing hedge was reduced and trimmed now, but the option for replacement at a later date was retained if it proved to be unsatisfactory.

Cllr Horsley was concerned that retention of the existing hedge and not being able to reduce it substantially in height would encourage vandalism inside the site under cover from the road.  However, it was thought that providing the hedge was no higher than 4ft the problems should be minimised.  It was also acknowledged that there was a need to prevent noise and fumes from the main road and a reminder that the site would be lit.

The Chair would have preferred to see it replaced but wanted to respect the public view, and thought the suggestion of a trial was a good one.  The Council AGREED to recommend that the existing hedge be retained but clipped to 4ft in height.

There was also discussion about a public consultation and on the design of the furniture and whether it should match the new High Street furniture.  It was accepted that there could be some differences as there were delays in the plans for High Street, but it was preferred that they be of similar design.

AGREED  to have a display in Exeter Hall during October and for this to be advertised in the October Kidlington News.


ii) 
  Magpies

The Council considered the request by Mr Jackson representing Magpies (Public Participation).  The Chair had spoken twice to OFSTED officials and been assured there were no recommendations on outside play-areas,  or a criteria OFSTED would match.

The recommendations covered the types of activities that were desirable and working with sand and water and outside areas were included.

The Chair had been told that the nearby playground would be suitable for the children, and 
it would not preclude use by others at the same time.

The Council therefore determined that the request was an outside area, was a desire.  Concern was expressed that this was part of the Exeter Close development, making it difficult to cordon off a particular site ; and that the area surrounding the Pavilion was restricted.
It was noted that Magpies was an excellent organisation, and had previously received outstanding OFSTED reports.  There was recognition that if there was no outside area, 

and the nursery was only able to achieve a satisfactory report, this would be seen as unacceptable to the organisation.  But it was not an essential requirement.
The Council RESOLVED not to allow a fenced area on the field to facilitate outside play with the nursery group within the pavilion, but to recommend that the group talk to OFSTED to see what could be achieved.

29. 

Parkridge

The Council had been circulated with a request from Parkridge to talk to Parish Councillors but outside a formal parish council meeting, where there was no public in attendance.
Cllr Betts realised that Cllr Hornsby-Smith initial response had been cautious but he was of the opinion that if the Council did not meet privately with the developer there was no opportunity to enter into a dialogue.  

It was important that the Council was transparent and the public should be aware of what was happening and it was suggested that a preferred option would be for Parkridge to hold a meeting to which Councillors were invited.  
RESOLVED that the Clerk respond to Parkridge saying that Parish Councillors would be prepared to attend a meeting held by Parkridge Developments if invited.
30. 
        Bladon Bus Shelter
The Council had been circulated with requests to discharge its power for a bus shelter south of the Bladon roundabout which was located in the Kidlington parish to Bladon Parish Council, which had long campaigned for a shelter at this spot.
RESOLVED That Kidlington Parish Council (Under Section 101 of the Local Government Act of 1972), discharge its function to Bladon Parish Council to provide and maintain a bus shelter in the location abutting the layby to the south of Bladon roundabout on the A44.  

It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Order 1(a) to allow for the meeting to continue

for a further 15 minutes.
31.

Finance

i) Authorisation of cheques

The Council ratified authorisation of all the cheques between 26th June to 31st August 2008.


Co-operative Bank plc Current Account
   

£  200,902.91


National Westminster Bank


    

£      8,894.96

Payroll payment report



   

£    34,320.56

32.
         Questions


i)
Project Report

Cllr Betts noted that the project report for the Council had been tabled for the interests 

of all members.

33.

Any other Business

i)
  Business news
Cllr Robins had attended the meeting of the Kidlington Voice, immediately prior to the Parish Council meeting and had been given a copy of  “News and Opportunities in Business in Cherwell” for the office.

ii) Consultations

The Council understood that consultation comments were required on the Oxfordshire County Council Strategy to 2030 document and to the recommended changes to the South East Plan by the Secretary of State.  These would be referred to the forthcoming Policy Committee but all members would be emailed with copies of the document for comment.

iii) St Johns Church
The Chair reported a letter from Rev. Hilary Campbell in reference to the 50 Years of St Johns Church and a weekend of events to be held over the 27th / 28th September.
iv)
Remembrance Services

The Chair announced that the Remembrance Service and Parade would take place on Sunday 9th November 2008 and were members were requested to put this into their diary.


The Meeting closed at 9.40pm.
Chair

Public Participation





Magpies





The Council was addressed by Mr Ian Jackson who representing Magpies who run out of school provision for the Kidlington Schools Partnership.





They had recently taken over the Kidlington Nursery Group based at Exeter Hall.  Magpies had assumed that there had been standard provision for pre-school children in place, but had found this not to be the case.





The group was scheduled to move into the Pavilion when the building work had been completed. 





Early Years Foundation requirements for OFSTED were for that 60% of the time, children should have open access to outside areas but this had not been incorporated into the design of the new pavilion.





Mr Jackson said that without an outside facility the building would not be useful for outside activities.   If open access could be achieved with cover, the problems relating to practical play would be overcome.





There were also obligations for practical day use for the children using sand and water etc, this was not suitable on the varnished floor of the Small Hall.





The Magpies group had therefore purchased a cover and were attempting to clean up the sand after themselves but Mr Jackson was concerned knowing that there was a specialised floor for table tennis use in the Pavilion.  

















He hoped that the Parish Council could accommodate an open area of play with picket fencing.  Funding would be available for such an area and it would be an added facility for hire.   Mr Jackson stressed there would be no problem with access to the building though the area was adjacent to the premises.





Mr Jackson was asked about the play area close by and responded that the children needed  their own access.  The size of the area was not a big issue and low fencing would be adequate.





The Chair had read the Early Years Foundation Standards and there was mutual agreement that OFSTED did not regulate to combat previous criticisms about over-regulation they instead offered “guidance”.





This was intended to help pre-schools operate in inner-city areas with no opportunity to go outside.  However, the guidance was a criteria which OFSTED inspected against.





Cllr Pack had been unable to find reference to a secure outside area in the guidance, but Mr Jackson thought that there was.





Mr Jackson was asked if he had spoken to OFSTED and he confirmed that he had, but wasn’t sure how major a problem it would be with regard to the inspection criteria.





Though not necessarily a requirement it was stressed again that this was the criteria against which the group would be assessed.   Cllr Pack suggested that more information maybe required.
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