Minutes of the Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council
Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 20th September  2007


Present:-


Cllr Chris Pack (Chair)






Cllr D Betts






Cllr S Bird





Cllr J Garlick





Cllr A Graham





Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr D Holloway






Cllr P Horsley






Cllr G Lawfull






Cllr Carole Pack






Cllr D Rae






Cllr C Robins





Cllr  T Wyse

Apologies:-

Apologies for absence received from Cllr A Hornsby-Smith.

Declaration of Interest: -
None.


Report of District and County Councillors 





27. Co-option to vacancies
The Parish Council had been notified of two vacancies, one from failure to take up a seat following the recent election and the other (during the August recess) from Cllr Deborah Atsoparthis who had resigned on the grounds of ill health.  Both vacancies had been publicly notified and no request for election had been claimed.
The Parish Council was therefore advised that it was able to co-opt to both vacancies that had been advertised throughout the summer in the Kidlington News and on the website.

Two applications for the vacancies had been received from Mr Guy Lawfull and Mr Chris Robins.

The council were advised that (Local Council Administration by Charles Arnold Baker) “if there is more than one vacancy and the number of candidates equals the number of vacancies, all the vacancies may be filled by a single composite resolution.”

RESOLVED that Guy Lawfull and Chris Robins be co-opted to the parish council vacancies.

The newly co-opted Councillors Lawfull and Robins signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Clerk as Proper Officer of the Council, and took their seats.

The Council then considered the allocation of Councillors Lawfull and Robins to committee vacancies.  It was proposed, and seconded and RESOLVED  that Councillor Robins be appointed to the Community Committee and to act as Kidlington Parish Council representative on the Kidlington Village Centre Management Board and the Oxford Airport Consultative Committee.   It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED that Councillor Lawfull be appointed to the Planning, and Policy & Finance Committees.
       28.
Civic Announcement
The attention of Councillors was drawn to 

a) Remembrance Day service on Sunday 11th November 2007 

    at 10am at St Mary’s Church.

b) 22nd September 2pm St Mary’s Church memorial service to former     

              Councillor the late Tom Colverson.

29.   
 Minutes
i)
 
The minutes of the Kidlington Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 
21st June 2007 were agreed and signed as a true record with the following Amendments:
Page 2 – 167 lorries today (as opposed to 67)

Page 3 – avoidance of peak hours from 7.30 to 9am (as opposed 9.30 – 9am)

Page 4 – Mr Merlin (and not Mervin Smith)

 ii)        The Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of Kidlington Parish Council held on 



Thursday 19th July 2007 were deferred for signature to the next meeting of the 



Council whilst the Clerk and Chair checked on the reference on page 6 to KI14 
             as to whether this should in fact read KI13.

30.      Matters Arising from Minutes of the meeting held on 21st June 2007

i) Office development (Minute 23(vii)) 
Cllr Rae and the Clerk had met with Julie Evans of Cherwell District Council concerning the possibility of the district and parish councils working together to improve the public civic facilities within the Exeter Hall complex.
Miss Evans had been non-committal about the future of the cash office at Exeter Hall.  She had asked Deborah Ginns to compile a questionnaire for residents but Miss Ginns had been off sick and only recently returned to work.  The Council noted that the payment of rents to Charter Housing was being moved from the Exeter Hall office. 

ii) Staffing (Minute 23(iii))

The Clerk updated members on the staffing changes within the office.  Mr Lee Hancox had been appointed to the position of Open Spaces Manager taking on overall responsibility for the open space areas and staff ; Nicky Marsh had been appointed to the temporary position of Community Projects Officer and was working on the current projects within the community and taking responsibility for the Community Committee; Margaret Warland had taken the role of Administration Officer and was now in charge of all the administrative areas within the Parish Council including line management of office staff; and two new temporary appointments had been made to take on the overall full time duties of reception and secretarial administrative support.  The positions had been filled by Carol Sheppard for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning, and Lucy Loveridge Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday.  The Clerk had reported that she was very happy with the staff changes which were bedding nicely.  The Finance Officer, Les Reynolds had moved to a converted office space at the rear of the stage.
iii) Kidlington in Bloom (Minute 23(v))

Cllr Carole Pack reported that the regional awards had been presented at Stratfield Brake at the beginning of September and she was delighted to report that the top award for floral arrangements in the region had been awarded to Kidlington.   Kidlington had also received a silver gilt award which was only one down from the coveted gold.

She asked the Council to note particular thanks to Jennifer Wharton of Cherwell District Council who had planned the flower themes in Kidlington and also in Bicester which had won a gold award.
31. 

Minutes of Committees
Consideration was given to the minutes of the following committees which were confirmed and adopted.
iv) Planning Committee 

-
28th June 2007

v) Community Committee 
-
12th July 2007
vi) Planning Committee 

-
26th July 2007
vii) Planning Committee 

-
30th August 2007

viii) Community Committee 
-
6th September 2007

a)
Tour of Sites (Minute 26(iii))

The date of the tour of sites was the forthcoming Saturday 22nd September.  All councillors were invited and a list of times at each venue was circulated.  Members were asked to turn up and to contact Lee Hancox if they wished on his mobile phone.
b)
Exeter Close Pavillion update (Minute 28)

The Clerk reported that the Trust of the Oxfordshire Environment (TOE) has confirmed the committee’s desire to award £40,000 towards the pavilion extension but it had asked for confirmation that there would be genuine community use of the facility and not just use for football.  
The Clerk had responded that in fact the football element of the pavilion works were directed at the changing facilities and not at the main hall which would be used by table tennis but which was also for the nursery and the Smile Group (from the Blenheim Road Day Centre services) and that interest was expressed from other organisations eg, The Kaleidoscope Centre for children’s holiday activities etc.

c)
Project List (Minute 33)

With regard to the major project of the application for the football development plan, the Council was advised that a letter had been received from the Football Foundation asking for certain supplementary information - much of which was already contained in the submitted document.  Other items were available and needed to be copied.  There was some concern that the Football Foundation had requested sight of a Child Protection Policy for the Council.  There needed to be a debate as to the relevance of a such a policy and the Council was more inclined to follow the model adopted by Bicester Town Council of a code of conduct for organisations providing activities for children on Parish Council’s sites.  The Council referred this item to the forthcoming Policy Committee to determine a code for ratification at the next Council meeting.  This should be sufficient to satisfy the Football Foundation requirements.
32.      Finance - Authorisation of Cheques.

The Council ratified authorisation of all cheques between 14th June 2007 and 30th August 2007.

Co-Operative Bank Plc (Current account) - £118,180.65

National Westminster Bank - £539.20

Payroll Payment Report - £36,457.62

33      Health Check
The Council had been circulated with a draft action plan report by the consultant Julian Owen who had undertaken the health check for Kidlington.
There was a request for Council to adopt this as an action plan report.

The Chair drew the attention of the committee to the item related to vision and priorities for the future.

There had been majority of those responding to the questionnaire that they preferred to retain the village identity of Kidlington.   Many councillors were of a similar view.  It was however noted that circumstances for considering that identity could arise in the future and it would be inappropriate to be too prescriptive at this time.
It was therefore AGREED that the terminology should be softened allowing a future detailed debate on the identity issue.  The Council preferred phraseology to retain a “Kidlington” identity and subject to this alteration it was RESOLVED to formally adopt the Draft Action Plan as the plan for the future.
The Council was advised that Mr Owen had a few hours remaining from his contract to assist with a bid for matched funding to the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA)   The Chair understood that there had been no submissions from within Oxfordshire but thought some may follow shortly.

He advised that during the health check process it had become clear that the Exeter Hall/ Close site was a prime focus for the community.  It was an important civic centre and was the closest thing to a  parkland area within the central location.  However, the site was shielded from the Kidlington centre and there had been a desire for opening this up to the road.  It had been realised that many walked across the field rather than using the alleyway; and the formation of pathways and landscaping - making it more of a park area - was an aspiration.
The Chair was also aware of the retirement of the doctors in the nearby Health Centre in the not too distant future and that this could mean the sale of the lease, possibly to a private medical centre facility.
In addition the Kaleidoscope Centre building was of a temporary nature and would require replacement at some stage, plus there was the on-going Pavilion project for a multi-purpose hall - essentially for table tennis, but with other uses.  

The Chair suggested that the health check process had revealed a desire to improve the heart of Kidlington and the wish to extend it to both sides of the road and link the western areas by the improvement of a civic park area was a possibility.

Members agreed that this was a good idea though it was recognised that the road would always remain a barrier.  There was a request that firm ideas needed working up.  With the Council’s agreement the Chair wished to get in touch with SEEDA to get an indication of the likely acceptability of this as a project for funding.

It was RECOMMENDED that the Open Spaces Sub Committee could be involved to work up the project.

34.
Application by Grundon Waste Management Ltd on the Grain Silo site.

The Council was advised that Grundon Waste Management Ltd had submitted an application to the County Council for the development of a waste reduction and materials recovery facility with ancillary development.  It would be considered by the Planning Regulation Committee on the 15th October 2007, but if there were no objections or “none that could be overcome” the application would be delegated to the Director for the Environment and Economy for Decision.

The observations of the Parish Council were requested by the 28th September and the matter was brought to the Council meeting as a major application requiring a strategic view.
Members had been circulated with an extract from the application supporting statement.

There was concern that there was a suggestion on the attached papers that the county council was landowner but a general consensus that this was probably not the case.

Members were broadly supportive of the scheme but there was concern about the number of vehicle movements and the need for time restrictions.

It was suggested that this was an environmental use of the site, although comment was made that if some local contracts were not secured it would not be an environmentally friendly issue due to lorries travelling from long distances.
There was also concern at the application of the site for different uses once permission had been secured, and that there should be changes to the road layout to improve the junction at the access to the site.  There was also a desire for routing agreements to avoid the main built up sites.

The site was adjacent to the railway line and the area could be used for a railway station with concern that this use should be protected.  The Chair reported that Cllr Hornsby-Smith who had been unable to be present had asked for his views to be circulated, being that the traffic issue was a critical one and that also there was no mention of use of the railway.  He had also identified that this was on Green Belt land and would be an exception to policy.
Members were concerned that the Parish Council should be seen to be actively promoting the railway station; plus a comment was made that as the site had been previously developed, even though it was Green Belt there would be no bar to development on the existing footprint.
RESOLVED that Kidlington Parish Council supports the principle of a Waste, Reduction and Materials Recovery Facility at the Grain Silo site, but objects to the application as submitted because of the following concerns:

· The number of vehicle movements to and from the site; and the lack of clear restrictions on when lorries will be permitted access to minimise local disruption in terms of peak traffic flow periods and potential night time disturbance.

· Insufficient clarity as to the distances from which the waste deposits are coming from e.g. the Council would not support the site being used for waste coming from outside of Oxfordshire as sustainable transport objectives should also be met with this proposal.

· There should be a routing agreement in regard to the lorries using the site.

· The need to protect the potential for a future railway station adjoining the site should be addressed with this application.

· There are some existing access problems to this site which would be
increased if the facility was to be permitted, associated with the current
junction arrangements. This application needs to set out proposals for
changes to the layout of the access junction and the surrounding area to
improve traffic flow at this point.

· The Parish Council is concerned that there should be a condition to prevent any incinerator use on the site.

35.
Green Gym

Cllr Carole Pack reported on a meeting held the previous week with representatives from Cherwell District, the PCT and from BTCV in relation to the introduction of a “Green Gym” for Kidlington.

It was promoted as a healthy option for people who did not want to go to normal gyms but wanted exercise and to work in the open air.

Funding was being sought by BTCV for a two year project manager.  The intention was that at the end of the two year term the project became self sustaining and run by volunteers.  It was thought that there was plenty of work that could be found within the Kidlington area including St Marys’ Fields, the Canal, Stratfield Brake woodlands site, Park Hill copse, and many more.
AGREED that the Council was supportive of this as a project for the community.
36.        Reports
i) The Workshop
The Chair reported that the workshop on the 13th September had been well attended and that there had been some very good contributions towards brief urban design frameworks.

ii) Watts Way improvements

Members would be aware that work to the enhancements to the Watts Way site had now commenced.  There was a 13 week contract delivery time and it was noted that this would affect the Christmas lights switch-on which would have to be of a low-key nature.

Councillors Hepworth and Rae and Graham left the meeting at 9.35pm

iii) Website
The Chair reported that there was a need to update the website and this work fell within the remit of Nicky Marsh who he was meeting with the following week to design changes.
iv) Firework Display

Cllr Garlick reported that a firework meeting had taken place during the week, and that this year to make changes to the program, the fireworks would be set off to music.  The firework operator had suggested Queen music. 

As many Councillors as possible were required for stewarding and were asked to sign up.

It was noted that comments had been made as to whether any proceeds should be allocated to charity and it was considered that could be a debate for the future but not for this year’s display.
RESOLVED ‘in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted                it is advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily excluded            and they are instructed to withdraw’.
3)

Elford Homes
The Council considered request from Elford Homes, bearing in mind the previous Council resolution for a community project to the value of £500,000 plus.  It was considered that a group should investigate this as an option.
A working group of the Chair, Councillors Betts and Bird would form a working group to look into this.
RESOLVED ‘in view of the non–confidential nature of the business about to be transacted the temporary exclusion of the press and public be withdrawn’.
37. 
Any other Business
  i)
Parking – Outside The Ovisher
The Council had been circulated with a response by the Traffic Advisory Committee representatives to a consultation on parking restrictions on the service road as above.  The Council also considered the County Council response to the comments and AGREED that a two hour restriction was acceptable.
Chair






The Chair welcomed District and County Councillor Maurice Billington and District Councillor Neil Prestige to the meeting.  Reports on both county and district activities had been circulated.  





Cllr Billington was thanked for providing information about the provision of a railway station for Kidlington and it was noted that the possibility of a station at Lyne Road remained pessimistic due to lack of funding.  However, the provision of an east/west rail link on the site adjoining the grain silo appeared to be one of gathering interest.





Cllr Billington was asked and promised to find out the formal adopted policy of the county council in relation to such a station.





The Chair suggested that the county council report accentuated communication problems - currently very prominent within Kidlington.  The first relating to a traffic survey undertaken two days previously but of which the Parish Council had had no knowledge.





The survey was conducted to allow data to be gathered for a central Oxfordshire traffic model which the county council would be able to use to help focus future transport investment and guide planning decisions on proposed new developments.





The County officers had been reluctant to reveal where the survey locations were to be as there could be an incorrect snapshot of travel patterns.  If people were aware of possible delays they would avoid the area.











The Parish Councillors felt that the actual date of the survey was not of relevance.  Their concern was to know that a survey would be taking place and its purpose.





Similarly, there had been no communication relating to cabling works currently being undertaken along the main Oxford Road and Mill Street / The Moors.  The works were for cabling connecting the Kidlington south Thames Valley Police Headquarters site with its Kidlington north site.





The Chair wished to write on behalf of the Parish Council to the Chief Constable expressing the concern at the lack of information and the poor quality of the work that had taken place.   Cllr Billington assured the council that he would be walking the site with the Highways Officers to look at reinstatement.





The Chair also referred to a reverse park & ride bus into Kidlington that the county officers had apparently dismissed as unnecessary because a bus ran directly past the site.





The Council felt that this missed the point of attracting use of  the park and ride car park rather than driving into Kidlington and parking in side streets etc.  It had found favour at the recent workshop held to identify a vision for the future of Kidlington.





Cllr Billington referred to the district council’s attempts to prevent the purchase of the green space adjoining Exeter Road / High Street.  A certificate of lawfulness had been allowed for railings on the one side but leaving the ends open for public access.





The tarmacked entrance to the garden at the rear of the dwelling had not been removed but  the time limit for this did not expire until February 2008.





Cllr Billington also reported that one of the new trees in Exeter Road had been destroyed by vandalism. The County Tree Officer had promised to replace it but on this occasion only.





It was also noted that the District Council was to carry out food waste recycling trials in the New Year.  It was hoped that Kidlington would be included in the trial.





The Council noted that the house on Banbury Road painted bright pink was not a listed building and in consequence there were no enforcement issues.





Cllrs Prestige and Billington left the meeting.





Cllr Devena Rae (also a district councillor), reported that she and the Clerk had met with the strategic director for planning, Mr John Hoad, and showed him issues affecting the centre.





Cllr Rae had also made representation to the Standards Committee that Code of Conduct training had been offered only in August with nothing available in Kidlington.   Cllr Tracey Wyse had been the only Kidlington Parish Councillor attending training.
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