Minutes of the Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council Held at Exeter Hall, 
Oxford Road, Kidlington on Thursday 3rd July 2008

      Present:-

Cllr Chris Pack (Chair)






Cllr J Garlick





Cllr S Hepworth






Cllr D Holloway





Cllr A Hornsby-Smith

Cllr P Horsley





Cllr Carole Pack






Cllr C Robins


Also present:-
District Councillor J Wyse, County Councillor M Gibbard.


Apologies :

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs D Betts, A Graham, 






D Rae, D Thompson, and T Wyse.

Before the meeting, The Chair gave a special welcome to Cllr Gibbard recently elected as a County Councillor for Kidlington and reported that Cllr Gibbard had been placed on the following County Councillor Committees :  Environmental & Economy, Organisation and Planning.

He also welcomed Councillor John Wyse who had had a minor health scare during the course of the week and had been admitted to hospital but was clearly improved.




Declaration of Interest: -  
None.
13.
  Reports of District & County Councillors
i) District Councillor John Wyse

Cllr Wyse advised that Cherwell District Council had warned the landscape contractor of possible financial penalty based on its failure to keep to the contracts.  He himself had complained about the lack of tidying up since the spring and hoped that the service delivery would improve.

Cllr Wyse warned that failure to build the Bankside development within the timescale may have given government leeway over the Weston-Otmoor Eco Town.  
Charter Community Housing had invited representatives of the District Council on an inspection tour of housing within Kidlington to look at gardens, fencing, car-parking, litter, graffiti, communal grassed areas, tree and pathways.
He also advised the Parish Council of a national census taking place of local authority councillors asking them why they were councillors, how they operated,  what they did etc.

ii) Cllr Mike Gibbard

Cllr Gibbard confirmed as portfolio holder for Housing & Planning at Cherwell District Council that Cllr Wyse’s concerns regarding the performance on building was correct. However, he was pleased to say that a Section 106 agreement had now been signed on South West Bicester and that the Council was now looking at a design code.

The Bankside delays had been held up by the developer and by landowners and not the District Council.

As County Councillor he confirmed that the Oxfordshire County Council was strongly objecting to the Weston Otmoor proposal and its detrimental impact particularly on Bicester.  There were concerns about the green credentials of the proposal and the cost of the infrastructure.  
Grass cutting of the highway had been given by the County Council to a new contractor and it had been noticed that the verges had been late being cut.  It had transpired that the new contractor had started in the south of the County moving northwards and this was to be rectified for the future.
Cllr Hornsby-Smith asked Cllr Gibbard to note that Chesterton Parish Council which 
had written to the Oxfordshire County Council leader with its objections to the Weston Otmoor proposal, had suggested that the Shipton Quarry site - which would have had a greater direct impact on Kidlington - would be a better option.  Cllr Gibbard was advised that   local opposition to this proposal was equally strong.
Cllr Hornsby-Smith also confirmed that the government was making use of the District Council house building figures, to promote the Weston Otmoor site and asked if Cherwell District Council could make public capital over the signing of the section 106 for Bicester.

14. Minutes

The minutes of the Annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th May 2008, were agreed and signed as a true record with the amendment that minute 11 (iii)) relating to the Baptist Church extension that the opening was to be 5th July and (not June).
15. Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8th May 2008
None.

16. Minutes of Committees

Consideration was given to the minutes of the following committees which were confirmed and adopted.


i)
Planning Committee
- 
22nd May 2008

ii)
Planning Committee
-
12th June 2008

a) Stopping up of Highway at land adjacent to 62 High Street (minute 16(i))

It was reported that a request had been received by the applicant to lay a hard surface to allow grass growing through (“net pave”) as a compromise for restoring the existing hard area back to grass verge.  Representations had been sent to the Planning Committee against this.

The Council learned that this was a difficult situation as the County Council Highways could allow the proposal.  It was stressed that the stopping-up of the site was a separate issue, however it was possible that the highway access specification would not comply due to vision.  This was being checked.

iii)
Policy & Finance Committee
-
5th June 2008
a) One Stop Shop (Minute 7)

It was reported that the Parish Council was anxious to be a contributory partner to the One Stop Shop process and although the changes to the existing offices in themselves would be beneficial to the people of Kidlington it was essential that the Parish joined in the plans to deliver a full service.  The Chair and Clerk and other Council representatives were meeting with the Director of Customer Service for Cherwell District Council – Julie Evans – shortly to discuss this.

The Clerk had reported that landlord’s permission was required and the Council asked that it be stressed that the desire was for the changes not to be a final solution.

iv)
Policy & Finance Committee

-
19th June 2008

v)
Community Committee


-
26th June 2008

a) Perch Seats in Bus Stops (Minute 2(i))

Cllr Robins asked whether consideration was being given to the fact that the perch seating could possibly be funded from increased revenues from the advertising bus shelters.  They understood that this would be part of the review later in the year to establish whether there was sufficient finance to cover the seating.

b) Canal Syphon (Minute 2(ii))

It was noted that the applicant for the marina had written to Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council, the site being in that parish saying that they intended to re-submit the application.  
Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council had understood that this area was categorised as “main water course” and therefore came under the management maintenance of the Environment Agency.

Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council had therefore written requesting that the Environment Agency clean out this area as part of a general clearance of the water courses within Yarnton.  The Kidlington Parish Council welcomed and supported this.
c) Parking on Grass Verges (Minute 4(vi))
The Council was updated that it appeared that the District Council was no longer taking direct action against cars that were being parked on the verges with “for sale” notices because there were too many across the district for them to cope with.  The law was very confusing and it was explained that if there were double yellow lines on the side of the road these also covered the verge, however, legally it was not permissible to park on the highway at all although this was of course not recognised in many areas.
It appeared that the police, the District Council officers and Highway Officers, were working together to formulate a legal notice that could be displayed on cars.
d) Football Development Plan (Minute 5)

The Council was updated that progress had been made with the Orchard Recreation ground works, in that the top had dried and the contractor had been able to break up the surface so that if there was further heavy rainfall it would dissipate easier.  They had found a broken drain through the centre of the field which would require removal.

e) Broadway Parking (Minute 8)

Cllr Hornsby-Smith asked that it be noted that the Traffic Advisory Committee had also looked at the parking outside the Post Office at the Broadway and had requested that Sainsbury’s Section 106 could be used to put in parking controls.  The cost was likely to be in the region of £2,000 and it was hoped that Oxfordshire County Council would take up this regardless of whether the Section 106 money was available.
f) Open Spaces (Minute 10)

The Chair reported that he and the Clerk had met with Jeremy Sacha who had drawn up the design for the SEEDA bid on Exeter Close and he was to come back with recommendations on how to proceed and the practicalities of the landscape contract getting under way.

17.         Reports to Council

i) Kidlington in Bloom

Cllr Carole Pack reported that she and the Clerk had that day met with officers from Cherwell District Council in relation to the quality of the planting within Kidlington in the previous two years Kidlington had won the highest award for flowers within the region and this year there was embarrassment at the standard.  It had been explained that there was a new supplier this year and that the Officers were going back to the supplier to try to obtain more plants.  
Cllr Pack had misgivings about the competition with judging less than 2 weeks away.  The Kidlington In Bloom working group were meeting on Monday and she advised Council that she as Chairman of the group was considering recommending withdrawal from the competition.
ii) Weston Otmoor – “Eco- Town”

Cllr Hornsby-Smith tabled a report on meetings that he had attended with the Weston Front pressure group fighting the Weston Otmoor proposal.  It had been difficult to secure permission to attend the “invitation only” forum at Cherwell District Council, because the developer had not included Kidlington in the invitation list.  However, the personal intervention of the Chief Executive had allowed him access.  He had asked about the sustainability assessment taking place before the Oxfordshire Housing Targets were known and had been advised that all new information would be considered.  He had also asked and been told that the site could be set against targets for Oxfordshire but that these were moving targets.  It could result in the exclusion of the Grenoble Road proposal.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith requested that a donation of a £186 be given to the Weston Otmoor campaign to pay for leaflets which he had produced for promotion within Kidlington.  This was AGREED and also to write to local businesses explaining the Parish Council’s policy, and urging them to become involved or to contribute financially.  It was AGREED that Cllr Hornsby-Smith would draft a short letter to be sent to local Kidlington businesses.  He also advised that the Weston Front hoped to launch a stall to accompany the Parkridge Road Show that would be in Kidlington on 15th August in the Red Lion car park.  Cllrs were asked to assist and a rota would be drawn up.
Cllr Hornsby-Smith’s report showed that there had been an exchange of emails with the Director of Parkridge Holdings and who had been invited to attend the Parish Council meeting.  However, Parkridge had not attended partly because they had mislaid the invitation and partly because they were not undertaking public meetings.

The Weston Front had met with the opposition spokesman on housing – Grant Shapps and had lobbied parliament on the 30th June.  The Council were advised that the eco-friendly standards for building which were set at level 6 were being reduced for the so called Eco Towns to level 3 which was below normal requirements.

18. Youth Provision in Kidlington

The Council had been circulated with a report and minutes from the meeting of the Kidlington Youth Group members, and noted the proposal outlined by Jilli Rivet the Extended Schools Liaison Officer.  These were recommending increasing the role of the Forum Youth Centre into a development following the model of uses of the Courtyard in Bicester.
She was also hoping to distribute a questionnaire to young people at the Kidlington Gala Day to expand on the information produced by the Health Check.

The Council would be pleased to see enhancements of the existing facilities at The Forum Youth Centre but it was stressed that this would require a County Council commitment for staffing.

The questionnaire was a very detailed one and there was some concern that it might raise expectations and also contribute to a fatigue of questionnaires where there was no result.

Cllr Rae had attended a Tenants & Residents Committee at Grovelands and had found that the some of the youths maybe happy to attend the meeting and get involved in delivery.  

It was also noted that the northern area youth leader – Anthony Sayle – was advertising for a temporary replacement for Jayne Hancox, and that the money remained in the event of her return.  They were also advertising for a part-time Outreach Worker.  Anthony Sayle was to attend the meeting of the group to explain the services at the Courtyard in Bicester.

In response to a query as to why the questionnaire was so specific, it was suggested that this could be because of tapping in to particular funding sources.

19. Grain Silo – Waste Reduction and Materials Recovery Centre

The Council was advised that the applicant was submitting a new application with minor modifications requiring comment no later than the 14th July.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith tabled a report on the site which was planned to accommodate 150,000 tonnes of waste per year - being half the total collected within Oxfordshire.  The success of the site was dependant on obtaining contracts for recovery from the Oxfordshire District Councils and it was noted that this was not one of the recommended contractors on the County Council list.

The key concern for Kidlington was the lorry movements which had been identified by the applicant as in the region of 186 per day between 6am and 7pm.

The peak hour 8-9am had 15 entries and 15 exits, and although this was only a 1.4% increase they were into and out of the site by the Park & Ride which would prompt the triggering of the traffic light signals.  This would be at a time when traffic flow was at its highest and was calculated to cause considerable delays to other road users.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith also asked that it be noted that the Grundon calculations had been done before the introduction of the bus service link to the John Radcliffe Hospital. So that at the time there had been 220 users of the site.  This was now raised to 500.

The plans were unclear how they would affect future access to possible rail station on the site.  

It was pointed that previous application for a more mundane use of the site by Daltons had been for building of similar height to the current proposal and that this had been rejected by the inspector at the subsequent public enquiry.  Although the height level was lower than that the of existing grain silo it was stressed that the footprint of the building was considerably larger than the existing.  It was reported that this use was in green belt and permitted occupation of a larger area of the site than the existing.  However this applied only to a major developed site and this particular application was not a major development.   Cllr Hornsby-Smith explained that the theoretical advantage of the site was its proximity to the railway but he noted that there was no suggestion within the application of use of the railway as part of the facility.
It was suggested that Kidlington could be seen as acting in a “nimby” fashion against the greater good of Oxfordshire but the remit was supposed to provide for local waste being disposed locally and not for a major site within Oxfordshire.  

The Council AGREED that Cllr Hornsby-Smith prepare an objection to the application taking in the points included in his report and that the objections as outlined be agreed by the Planning Committee meeting of the following week.
It was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Order 1(a) to allow for the meeting to 

continue for a further 15 minutes.




20. 
Finance

i) Authorisation of cheques

The Council ratified authorisation of all cheques between 1st May 2008 and 
25th June 2008.

Co-operative Bank PLC (Current Account) - £89,496.14

National Westminster Bank
- £968.65
Payroll Payment Report - £33,915.65

ii) Statement of Account

The Chair signed the statement of account an Annual Governance Statement for the annual return to the audit commission for the year ended 31st March 2008 as recommended by the Finance Committee held on 19th June 2008.

iii) Borrowing Approval.

The Committee received a report on borrowing approval (appended) and RESOLVED to apply for borrowing upto £100,000 for the Football Development Project.



21.
Questions

i) The Councillors were asked to sign up to the Parish Council stall at the Gala Day.

ii)  Kaleidoscope
Cllr Garlick asked if anyone who knew Sue Laverty – the retiring manager 

of the Kaleidoscope would care to call in at farewell party to be held on 31st    

July between 12 – 3pm.  She advised that a new manager had been     

appointed.

The meeting finished at 9.45 pm

Chair.

-



Guiding in Kidlington was very successful and there was an expectation that numbers would grow and the existing site had no current room for expansion.





The Chair congratulated the Guides for all the work that they did within the community, he was very aware of the state of the existing building and the difficulties of the access to the site.





Cllr Carole Pack was concerned that the current building at Park Hill, though it was a temporary building was new and it was thought there could be problems with its demolition.





The Council was informed that prior to the siting of the current building at Park Hill, planning permission had been given for a new permanent structure and original partners with the Trust and the Parish Council had been the Guides.  However, the project had been reliant on lottery  funding and the community had been unsuccessful due to lack of deprivation within the area.





However, the old building had been condemned and the temporary building had been placed there as an alternative.





The Guide representatives explained that their current centre had 132 sq. metres of floor space and they were hoping to at least double that, in fact a footprint of upto 360 sq. metres (as in Thame)  to share with the Nursery and to provide for 2 separate halls with storage was a preference.





The representatives were asked about other community use and they acknowledged that it was easier to obtain grant funding for multiple use buildings and had no problem with some shared activity, though guide use was heavy and there were two meetings every evening of the week.


Thoughts had been of sharing a site with the Scouts but the activity for both groups was so high that this was not possible.





The representatives were thanked for attending and for their presentation.  It was explained that the Parish Council could not give a decision on the terms for a lease before the decision making meetin; and this was accepted.





























Public Participation





Guide Centre





The meeting was addressed by Faye Taylor and Nettie Clarke who were representing the Kidlington Guides.





They explained that the guide centre located in Green Road catered for 260 young people who met weekly with 80 adults giving support.  The current centre was a 35 year old pre-fabricated building which had come to the end of its useful life.





The Guides had spoken to the Recreational Trust with reference to the possibility of building on Trust Land and were interested in building at the Parkhill Recreation Ground.





However, the Trust had a 25 year rolling lease, so could only pass on a lease for a similar term to the guides.  If this was an option the Parish Council were being asked if they would consider a longer term lease.  The Guides in Thame had been given a 99 year lease from Thame Town Council, and it was also noted that the Kidlington Scouts, occupying a premises on Parish Council land had a 199 year lease.





The Kidlington Guides were currently looking  at a number of different options of which Park Hill was only one.  A decision making meeting was to be held mid July and the lease decision was important to that vote.





Park Hill was an option because it would provide for outside facilities as well.
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