Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy Meeting

Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

On Thursday 12th April 2007.


Present:

Cllr D Rae (Chair)





Cllr D Atsoparthis





Cllr D Betts





Cllr Chris Pack





Cllr A Moss





Cllr C Robins


Declaration of Interest:

None.

The Committee sat for a minute in silence in respect of the recent death of former Councillor Tom Colverson.
53. Minutes:

The  Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 5th February 2007 were agreed and signed as a true record with the following amendments:-

i) Minutes 40 – (top of page 3) development in the green belt should be “proportionate” instead of “proportional”

ii) After item 43, Cllr Rae returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair.

54. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting Held on 15th February 2006:

i) Bus Lane (Minute 39 (i))

It was noted that the County Council had carried out a 6 month assessment of the new bus lane and that County Councillor Billington was meeting with the Officer and would send an up to date report to the Environmental and Amenities Committee to be held the following week.

The Engineer would be invited to attend the forthcoming meeting of Traffic Advisory Committee.

Cllr Robins also asked that it be noted and discussed by the Environmental and Amenities Committee the move of the bus shelter from the Fairfax Centre northbound to Gosford Hill School northbound.  This had been an earlier intention but had been deferred due to the continuation of using the Fairfax Centre stop.  However, this stop was only used for alighting from buses and would be of more value at the subsequent stop.

ii) Chill Out Fund (Minute 39 (ii))
The Committee learned that the Chill Out Fund money had been drawn down though the Youth Service had as yet been unable to successfully appoint to both positions required for the Outreach Service.
One worker had been appointed and was currently working in the Youth Centre pending the successful recruitment of the senior position.  The Clerk had attempted to receive an update from the North Area Youth worker but this had not arrived in time for the meeting.

iii) Exeter Close Pavilion/Football Development (Minute 39 (iii))

The Committee was aware that Cherwell District Council had committed £65, 000 to the project.  An application was being submitted to the Trust for the Oxfordshire Environment (TOE) for the Pavilion element of the project.
It was likely that this would be submitted for September in accordance with the advice received from the Officer from TOE – Fiona Danks – to fit with the timetable for the submission to the Football Foundation.  The Committee were advised that tenders had been dispatched to be opened on Friday 4th May.  Cllr Rae would be present at the opening and the results reported to the Annual Council Meeting.

iv) Cricket Nets (Minute 41)

There had been a misquote obtained by the Cricket Club for the nets. The quote had been for an 8m length instead of a 12m length and the total cost had been increased to £3, 072.

A grant for £500 had been awarded by Sainsbury’s which although it met the additional coast had been granted at the earlier level.

It was reported that the surfaces had been completed and that the nets themselves were widely used during summer.

v) Personnel Sub-Committee (Minute 41 (v))
The Personnel Sub Committee had met the previous week and had agreed a way forward that would be recommended to the Annual Council Meeting.
vi) Unitary Authorities (Minute 43)

Members were aware that the Oxford City Council bid for Unitary Status had failed.
vii) Post Office Network Consultataion (Minute 44)

The Committee had been circulated with a response to the Government’s consultation on the Post Office Network by Post Watch.

The Committee thought that their previous comment regarding the urban/rural classification of Post offices would be pertinent to the post watch organisation.  The Clerk was therefore requested to obtain a definition for rural/urban and to stress that it may be more suitable to look at the size of a community.

The concerns were that the fact that Kidlington was a village meant classification as rural with no account for the size of population.

55. Cricket Club Development Plan

At its meeting of 29th March the Council had received a presentation from the Kidlington Cricket Club relating to its development proposals and its new Cricket Centre.  The Club had been looking for support from the Parish Council which had referred the subject to the Policy Committee for discussion.

At the Council meeting worries had been expressed by members that the Cricket Club had not spoken to the Planning Officer and that planning could present problems because Stratfield Brake was Green Belt land.

There had also been concerns about the lack of business plan.  The Cricket Club had stressed that it would take full responsibility for the running and revenue costs of the new facility but that it would be owned by Stratfield Brake Management Committee.

It had also been intimated during the presentation that there would be a request for the Parish Council to submit a planning application when the time was right.  Members had asked the Policy Committee to consider whether the Parish Council should do so without the expressed support of a Planning Officer.

The Committee noted that the Cricket Club was being advised by a planning consultant and it was suggested that the consultants were advising the Club to wait to talk to planners.  Informally the Club had now been asked to make some general approaches to ensure that the building up of plans was not in vain
However, it was accepted that the planning issue was perhaps not the major concern.  The more general concern was that relating to the lack of a defined and robust business plan.

As the current Chair of Stratfield Brake Management Committee, Cllr Moss explained that the Stratfield Brake site generally would benefit from the introduction of the centre which he thought would increase the viability of the site as a whole.
The Cricket Club’s idea was applauded as was the energy and drive put into working up the project; but no final decision in support could be given by the Parish Council until a robust business plan had been produced.

There was a lack of confidence about the long tern ability of the club to ensure that no revenue liability fell to the Parish Council.

There was a confusion surrounding the assumption that the Management Committee would “own” the building.  The Management Committee was a vehicle to manage the site but with no legal rights of ownership.  This would fall to the Parish Councils and thus any liabilities would be that of the Community Charge payer.

There were known problems relating to the voluntary support to the existing facility meaning that the Council had to be doubly cautious, but it was recorded that there were no criticisms of the input to the site by the Cricket Club.

There was a need to be satisfied that sufficient groups were interested in using the new centre and before the Council could commit to support it would require sight of letters of confirmation from potential users outlining their requirements of use.

If planning permission was to be granted it would be as an exception because of the Green Belt status of the site.  To meet the criteria for granting exceptional status the Planning Officers would also require a business plan and this would have to demonstrate the sustainability of the project.

The Committee was mindful that the main costs of the existing facility were to do with building maintenance etc.
AGREED: that Kidlington Cricket Club be advised that there was general support for the initiative of a Cricket Centre at Stratfield Brake but that in order to get full support the Club must produce a robust business plan with demonstration of support from other user clubs.

The Council should also require an independent professional analysis of the plan.
56. Development of the Sector

The Committee had been circulated with a report by the Chief Executive of the Council of the National Association for Local Councils referring to the development of the sector i.e. parish/town councils being included within the Local Government Bill published in December.  The bill has passed to Committee Stage which had been completed.  No date was given for the anticipated announcement of the bill, but it was noted that there were two key issues being the extension of the power of wellbeing to eligible parish councils plus the removal of restrictions on parishes within London.
It was clear that the third tier (parish/town) was the Local Government Sector was assuming a greater importance and the Committee noted this; and recommended that when the act came into being the Policy Committee needed to look into its effect in more detail.
57. Committee Structure

The Committee had been circulated with a draft calendar of meetings for 2008 plus a draft assessment of the Committees as they were to be formed post the Annual Parish Council Meeting and suggestions for the number of members on each committee.

This was based on the structure agreed by Council on 29th March.

The Committee agreed that the sub-committees of Open Spaces and Buildings should not be included on the calendar of meetings but should be called when there was a need for an item to be discussed.

The Committee agreed that the Community Committee and the Planning Committee should have 9 members but that the Finance and Policy Committee should remain with 7 members,
The Sub Committees of Open Spaces and Buildings would each have 5 members to be drawn from members of the Community Committee.
Other groups such as St Mary’s Fields, Entertainment, Kidlington In Bloom should be reclassified as working groups and fit within the relevant team structure.

The Committee made recommendations on the inclusion of dates for meetings for the Clerk to circulate prior to the Annual Meeting following the elections.

The Stratfield Brake Management Committee would be asked to add its meeting calendar for inclusion in the overall calendar as would the Village Centre Management Board.

58. Finance Report

The Committee was tabled with an income and expenditure statement to February 2007 and noted that the Committee continued to perform within budget to the end of year forecast.  There had been overpayment in the payroll due to office staff sickness.

59. Village Centre Management Board

As Chair of the Management Board, Cllr Chris Pack reported on a significant development in the quest for an urban design for the village centre.

It had been agreed to go ahead with preliminary work to prepare a consultant brief to go out to tender.  This would involve 1-2 half day workshops plus an additional day’s preparation and report.

Cllr Pack reported that the Roger Evans Associate Partnership from Kidlington had agreed to do the work and that this would be free of charge.

A meeting was to take place with the partners on the forthcoming Monday morning.

60. Stratfield Brake Management Committee

As Chair of the Management Committee, Cllr Moss reported that the finances of the Committee appeared to be within budget though this was dependent on allocating the major painting works and the electricity testings to the repairs and renewals fund.
He was hopeful that the Service Level Agreement would be signed at the forthcoming meeting.

It was reported that work was to take place to the football pitch and running track starting the next day at a cost of £2, 500.  There had been some discussion as to whether this was best value for the limited number of football matches currently played at the site, but it had been recognised that without the work taking place no football could be authorised for the forthcoming season.
This was not work that would be done as part of the greater ground works proposal within the Football Development Plan that would enable a greater football participation in future years.

The improvements would also be of benefit to the running club and it was noted that Cherwell District Council were contributing £1, 000 towards the costs.

Cllr Moss also reported on his uncertainty with reference to the winter maintenance of the rugby pitches.  The Rugby Club had submitted a schedule of required maintenance amounting to £12, 000.  Cllr Moss had advised that this needed to be reduced and that this should be achievable with greater voluntary input. He had offered to meet with the club - giving dates - to discuss in more detail, but there had been no response.
The Committee was then asked to make a decision regarding the money retained in the capital repairs and renewal fund for Stratfield Brake.  As part of the Management Agreement, there was a requirement that £6, 000 per year would be set aside for on going capital maintenance.

The time being 9.30pm, the Council suspended standing order no 1(a) for ten minutes to allow the finish of outstanding business.
The Finance Officer was holding the money within the Kidlington Parish Council Time Deposit which meant a high level accrual of interest.

However, problems were being experienced within the Management Committee where the Gosford and Water Eaton Parish Council representatives were correctly asking what was happening to the interest and as to why it was not being ploughed back into the revenue liability for the facility.

There was some sympathy with the argument, though recognition of the heavy involvement of Kidlington Parish Council in underwriting all eventualities.

It was agreed that this was a presentational issue and could the amount of money within the renewals fund and the amount of interest produced and how it offset the revenue budget.

It was felt that a solution to this needed to be discussed between the two parish councils outside of the Management Committee meetings.

61. Any Other Business
i) Grundon Waste Management

The Committee were advised a letter had been received that day from the agents for Grundon Waste Management Ltd which was preparing a planning application for a new materials recovery facility (MRF) on the site of the Gosford silo adjacent to the Park and Ride.
The proposed facility would handle 150, 000 tonnes of waste per annum.  It would process a wide range of waste types from “black bag” waste to source segregated clean recyclables.  It was hoped to divert up to 90% of the through put away from landfill.

A request was being levied to come to the Parish Council to outline the development and the work undertaken as well as to hear the views of the Council on their proposal.

The Committee was asked what it s views were about listening to the presentation and when this should be.  It was recognised that the Annual Meeting in May would have a heavy business agenda and it was therefore recommended that the company be invited to make a presentation to the Policy Committee in June and that all members of the Parish Council will be invited to attend.

ii) Yarnton Road Electricity Cables

The Chair reported that the Council had again received a request from representatives from Scottish and Southern Electric to put cables across the corner of the Yarnton Road playing field to link cables which would be travelling under the canal from the Yarnton side across to the substation in Newport Close to improve the security of the power for Kidlington.
The item was being referred to the forthcoming Environmental and Amenities Committee but as the Council representative who had spoken to the agent, the Chair wanted the Environmental and Amenities Committee to be aware that she was satisfied with the request and that there would be minimal disruption to the playing field.

Chair.
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