
Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee

held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington on Thursday 18th June 2009.

Present:


Cllr D Rae   (Chair)




Cllr D Betts





Cllr A Graham




Cllr Chris Pack
Cllr C Robins
Declaration of Interest:   None
Welcome: The Chair introduced Mrs Cherie Carruthers as the new finance officer and welcomed her to the meeting.
9. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee held on 28th May 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record noting that in Minute 1 (5th Paragraph) that the circular number was 5/05).
10. Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 28th May 2009.
i) Section 106 (Minute 1)
A reminder had been sent to Mr Cox regarding the request to send a breakdown of the Kidlington cluster payments but unfortunately this had not arrived. The clerk would continue to chase for the breakdown.
ii) Overview & Scrutiny (Minute 6)
The District Council scrutiny working group had considered the comments made by Kidlington Parish Council in regard to possible items for scrutiny and had rejected all as suitable, though in each case they had been referred to the relevant department for a direct response.

The committee looked at the comments (previously circulated) and expressed particular interest in the parking provision at the Gosford site. Cllr Graham reported that there was a new parking area in front of the sports hall but that the older parking area on the site had not been resurfaced and was in an extremely poor condition. He would have expected coordination between the county and district councils to get this done.

The clerk was requested to ask the district council on the protocol relating to the referral.

11. Annual Statement of Accounts2008/09

Mrs Carruthers reported that on the closure of the end of year accounts there had been problems identified. She reminded the committee that the previous incumbent of the finance officer role had been taken sick and subsequently died during the financial year 08/09 and that a temporary solution for organising the council’s finances had been put in place. This had included use of an outside contactor.

She advised that there were no serious problems but were mainly related to operational issues 
She added that the internal auditor had attended the previous Monday but had been unhappy that not all adjustments had yet been made. He thought that submission of the accounts as they were would prompt an external audit which would be expensive for the council. The suggestion of the internal auditor was to write to BDO Stoy Hayward (external auditor) and request an extension from the deadline of 30th June to 30th September. This would give ample time to make all necessary adjustments and for the 2008/09 to be supported by a full paper trail to justify all final figures.
The deferral would result in a qualified statement of account but the committee was advised that there would be no financial penalty.
The committee supported the actions of the finance officer and it was noted that it would be difficult to hold a meeting before September – being the resumption of the council cycle of meetings following the recess.

It was AGREED to hold a meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee on 10th September to consider the accounts in preparation for their signature at the scheduled Council meeting on 17th September.

In the interim period, Mrs Carruthers would work closely with the internal auditor and take his guidance. She would take on the responsibility of ensuring that the accounts for the previous financial year were correct and wanted to be happy that she could justify all figures to the auditor.

She reassured the committee that the new server for the computer system was now in place which would facilitate the installation of the booking package that would simplify all processes and reduce the time needed for the staff to input the data.

She also recommended to the committee that it was necessary to undertake a valuation of the council’s assets.

The committee was advised of the need for the committee to look at the financial risk assessment and members were reminded that there had been a poor audit report in 2007/08 in relation to this.
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