Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee
Held on Thursday 7th February 2008

 at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington

Present:


Cllr D Rae (Chair)






Cllr D Betts






Cllr S Bird






Cllr A Graham






Cllr A Hornsby-Smith





Cllr G Lawfull






Cllr Chris Pack
Apologies for absence :  None
Declaration of interest: none.



.

43. 
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Finance Committee held on 3rd January 2008 were agreed and signed as a true record.

44.
Matters Arising of the Policy & Finance Committee held on 3rd January 2008

i)
Weight Limit (Minute 32(i)) – (Left from Minutes 29th November 2007)
The Committee had been circulated with a letter from the Senior Transport Planner of Oxfordshire County Council in relation to the impact vehicles on the A4260 through Kidlington.
A letter stated that there was scope for re-routing heavy goods vehicles via the parallel A44 though this would require changes to the junction with the A4095 Upper Campsfield Road near Shipton-on-Cherwell.  

It was confirmed that the downgrading of the road to a B road would not affect the approach of maintaining any road based on its condition.

Traffic calming if required could be implemented on an “A” or ”B” roads.

The Chair suggested that in the interest of good relations the parishes of Begbroke and Yarnton ought to be advised of the comments relating to re-routing of heavy goods vehicles onto the A44.  The Committee thought that the parishes would already be aware.  

ii) 
Fair Trade Broader Sustainability Programme (Minute 34)

(Left from minutes of 29th November 2007)

The Clerk had attended a free seminar at Brookes University organised by the Environmental Information Exchange (EiE) which was a not for profit organisation experienced in providing specialist environmental support to local businesses and organisations.  The Clerk had brought certain items which the Parish Council ought to be considering and this would be referred to the Community Committee.

iii) 
Sainsbury’s Section 106 Agreement (Public Participation – Page 2)

Cllr Hornsby-Smith asked about a copy of the Section 106 agreement and the Clerk confirmed that this had not been obtained as yet but would be followed up.

iv)
Corporate Manslaughter & Corporate Homicide Act 2008 (Minute 35)

The Clerk had been in contact with OALC and found there were no immediate plans for training for members.  However, a seminar was being organised on the 12th March at the university site in Guildford by south-east employers at a cost of £175 + vat.  This was to cover the Corporate Manslaughter Act and was directed at both officers and members.
v)
Exeter Close Pavilion Project Tenders (Minute 41 – page 4, paragraph 7)
The Extraordinary Council meeting to accept the tenders would be held on Thursday 21st February starting at 7.00pm (immediately before the Policy & Finance Committee Meeting).

45. 
Crime Statistics
The Committee considered the presentation by Inspector Brooks and felt that there were issues raised broader than his own requirements and that Kidlington was clearly not getting the resources that it required.
It was therefore AGREED that a letter be sent to the Chief Constable saying that there should be an emphasis on the presence of police officers on the street and that administration should be removed from uniformed staff.

There was no stability of staff within the community and no passing on of information to new staff taking up that position.

It was felt that the recognised model of policing did not fit comfortably for Kidlington which was neither a rural area or a large town.

It was easy to have an affect on the crime statistics in large urban areas such as Oxford or Banbury which meant that resources tended to be ploughed into these areas.  In a community such as Kidlington this was not so relevant but it was still necessary to have police presence.
46.
Standards Committee Consultation

The Council had been circulated with information relating to a consultation on orders and regulations, relating to the conduct of local authority members in England, eventually passing the initial assessment of all raised cases to the Local Standards Committee.  A number of questions were asked in relation to the issues and the committee was circulated for guidance with the recommended answers to the questions from the Cherwell District Council officers though it was stressed that these were not necessarily the comments made by the Cherwell Standards Committee.
The Committee in the main accepted the answers as raised by the Cherwell District Council officers but referred in particular to certain paragraphs.  

Paragraph 5.7 which asked whether there was a need for a timescale in making initial decisions and Cllr Hornsby-Smith felt that 20 working days was a reasonable time for an initial assessment.
Paragraph 5.1.4  : The consultation asked whether it would be appropriate for the Standards Committee to be allowed to increase suspensions to 6 months.  Cllr Hornsby-Smith was concerned as to whether this put the councillors into a “double jeopardy” situation, meaning disqualification for non-attendance.

Paragraph 5.2.5. :  Which related to parish representative from the area concerned in the event of a joint committee and the committee felt that it was important that the parish representative should be from a comparable parish ie, urban or rural.
47. 
Flooding Concerns

The Committee had been circulated with a report from Carl Smith in relation to progress on 

the flooding concerns from the Oxford Canal through Stratfield Brake and the Garden City outfall and discharge outlet from the dog pumping station.  It was noted that there were no actions / recommendations contained within the report, but the Clerk assured the committee that Carl was taking up recommendations for action with the appropriate bodies.  Cllr Betts had an understanding of the topic, offered to talk to Carl Smith to be able to give a clearer report on activity to future committees.
It was noted that the request had originally related to the River Cherwell flooding concerns and Carl Smith expressed concerns over the raising of gates on the River Cherwell and this had been recognised but the report had been submitted showing that there was plenty of activity relating to flooding in Kidlington at the present time but that the canal issues were preceding faster.

48.
Community Contracts and Charters

The Committee was circulated with a briefing from the National Association of Local Councils relating to the Communicative Secretary – Hazel Blears – plans for new community initiatives to provide local areas with the opportunity to agree deals with the Council on a range of service standards, including bin collection, clearing graffiti, and street cleaning.  The Committee thought that the idea was interesting while in principal but questioned how it would work in practice.

49.
Any other Business

i) Stratfield Brake Pumps

Cllr Betts reminded the Committee that he and the Clerk in discussion with Cherwell District Council relating to payment of a bill of £6500 for emptying the tanks at Stratfield Brake while the pumps were being replaced.  

It was confirmed that the pumps had now been replaced and that the bill was covered under the insurance but the delays had been primarily the responsibility of Cherwell District Council, and it was felt that they should be paying a higher share of the cost of tanker emptying, and the Committee would be kept up-to-date with progress.
Chair



The Chair asked whether there were convictions made by the CCTV and Inspector Brooks commented that it was an invaluable resource but was used essentially to back evidence to gain conviction at prosecution stage.





He was asked whether the presence of CCTV cameras dispersed crime to elsewhere in the village and he replied that this was uncertain.  There were a number of people who would misbehave regardless of the cameras but it was felt that shop lifters for example were disbursed by their presence.  There were known faces of for example shoplifters, who tended to keep away from areas where there was CCTV knowing that they would then be closely watched.





Returning to the second question from Cllr Hornsby-Smith, it was explained that there was a ????  to double crew at night.  In the daytime a single officer attending was sufficient unless it was likely that an arrest would be required.





It was acknowledged that there could be difficulties if an issue was raised spontaneously.





Councillor Pack asked about the number of notices stating “Police Operation in Progress” and asked whether there was a spate of incidents in that area because he thought it gave an image of a glut of crime.





Inspector Brooks stated that it was a crime reduction measure following areas where there had been a number of incidents.





Cllr Pack also commented that the Village Centre Management Board which was delivering an action plan of themes, including safer centre delivery, often required police representation but he understood that this was difficult with limited resources.  Inspector Brooks agreed that it was difficult but there would be liaison between the Management Board and the police when considering specific community safety issues.





Inspector Brooks confirmed that there was no specific traffic warden for Kidlington but the activity would be picked up by a full compliment of PCSCO’s and in fact it was accepted that within the next couple of years, the criminalisation of the parking service would be taking place.





Cllr Betts asked whether the organisation of arrangements of policing in the district, are likely to be further reviewed and Inspector Brooks said that stress was being put on improvement for the service in and around Kidlington.  





He did however add that the officers in the southern Cherwell district were working very hard and were solving more crimes than in the north.  The neighbourhood team would be 


a great help in achieving this.





In regard to the CCTV system, Inspector Brooks was confident that it would be improved and he was supportive as of many cameras as possible.








Crime Statistics – Public Participation





The Committee welcomed Inspector Tom Brooks who was in attendance to talk about crime statistics in Kidlington as recorded by CCTV.  It was AGREED to start the meeting with this item in view of Inspector Brook’s presence.





Inspector Brooks stated that the statistics given as part of the CCTV observations were slightly misleading in that all the crimes were on the Oxford Road.  He understood why members had been concerned by them.  He reported that there had been recent difficulties in the policing of the South Cherwell area and with the number of staff available.  However, new personnel would shortly be in position including a new Sergeant - Larry Jordan who would be in post from the 3rd March.


The restructuring of the police areas had rationalised the North Oxford area and Banbury had become the major focus in the north with Bicester taking precedence over Kidlington.  However, there were plans to improve the policing levels in Kidlington.





Cllr Hornsby-Smith raised 3 issues for questioning:-





That there had previously been 3 cars for the Woodstock and Kidlington area with only 2 now, it was thought that the service was depleted.


He questioned whether the officers needed to visit scenes of crime in pairs.


He asked whether there were any breakdown of statistics relating to Saturday nights in the nightlife around the local Kidlington pubs.





Inspector Brooks responded that the Friday and Saturday nights were the major times of concern but these could be around the Kidlington centre or in any or other area of high activity.  It was common that there would be no incidence over a period of weeks, and then on one night several disturbances would take place on a route through the village.





Many incidents related to returns from Oxford and were located on or just off the Oxford Road.  He believed that there was a need for CCTV around the Kidlington centre and wanted to bring forward a scheme similar to that of the Banbury Night Crime providing funding could be raised for an administrator.  He pointed out that the apparatus of the CCTV system had links to the doormen in the Banbury clubs so that focus could be put on areas where there were concerns on the ground.
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