Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee
Held on Thursday 26th February 2009

At Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington


Present:


Cllr D Rae (Chair)






Cllr D Betts






Cllr A Hornsby-Smith






Cllr Chris Pack






Cllr C Robins

Apologies

   : Apologies for absence received from Cllrs A Graham, and G Lawfull.

Declaration of Interest :

Cllr Rae declared a prejudicial interest in relation to the Kaleidoscope Centre (agenda item 6a).

Cllr Robins declared a personal interest to agenda item 7b, application by the Rotary Club because he knew the applicant.

52. 
Minutes

i) Chiltern Railway

The Committee welcomed Mr Allan Dare – Strategic Development Manager and Mr John Horsman – Stakeholder Liaison Manager of Chiltern Railways, who were present to outline proposals for a new rail route to Oxford.

Mr Dare explained that Chiltern Railway runs a service through from London Marylebone to Aylesbury parallel with the M40.

The company had a 20 year franchise and was therefore able to invest in the line.

The performance of Chiltern Railways against other companies was good, although everyone was now improving the service.

The proposals were to double the footage of the line and to double the track.  There would be new stations plus two additional platforms at Marylebone.

The new project was known as “Evergreen 3”.  The plan was for faster journeys from London, Bicester and Birmingham with higher speed lines and a revised track layout to allow fast (and more powerful) trains to overtake to formulate a new route to Oxford.

This involved revising the old railway from Bicester to Oxford where the Bicester line crossed the proposed east / west line.  It was not a direct service through to London but it worked well, and the target was for two trains per hour from Marylebone to Oxford.  This involved a new station at the Water Eaton Park & Ride to be known possibly as Water Eaton Parkway.  The service from Water Eaton to London would take 58 minutes and  the company hoped it would be running in 2013.  The benefits of the project included removing traffic fom the M40.and it would also avoid disruption during the period when refurbishment work was taking place at Reading.

The new station at Water Eaton would serve Kidlington and North Oxford and would take rail travellers away from the centre of Oxford.  The site had been chosen because of the excellent bus links through to Kidlington and North Oxford and to the Hospitals.  It was felt that it would relieve pressure on the Oxford station car park.

It would also relieve the pressure on the Bicester stations and would take traffic off the A34.  

The project involved an upgrade to Bicester Town Station, reinstatement of double tracking, 90 – 100 mph speed lines and new signalling.  It would be an independent route to Oxford Station.

As well as the building of the Bicester Town Station the Islip Station would also be refurbished and a multi-model interchange at Water Eaton.

Consideration of what to call the parkway would be part of the consultation process.

Water Eaton had been considered the best site for development with minimal intrusion into the green belt.  The existing terminal for stone deposit would remain plus the company was mindful of the consent given to a waste recycling depot and were waiting to see whether these plans would go ahead.

A Highway team would layout the road junctions and would ensure that the layout provided for cars and lorries and to make sure that they did not get in each other’s way.  There would be pedestrian routes for the trains, buses and cars.

There were a number of level crossings on the route, that would have to be upgraded to accommodate the higher speed trains.  Individual local conditions would be taken into account and stakeholders would be consulted before any work took place.

The Mill Stream and Cherwell viaducts would be replaced and the flood impacts would be agreed with the Environment Agency.

Mr Dare stressed that the Chiltern Railway projects had nothing to do with Weston Otmoor.  The Company had been working on this project since 1999 and were unhappy that it was now being promoted by a third party.  The railway was authorised by the Transport and Works Act and it was hoped that an application could be submitted in autumn 2009 and would include a full environmental impact assessment.

The final decision would be made by the Secretary of State for Transport, though it was anticipated that there would be a public enquiry to facilitate the decision.  If the decision was favourable it was hoped that the trains would be running in 2013. 

Chiltern Railways were to commence a full stakeholder consultation programme in the spring which would include road-shows, brochures and a website.  They were hoping to have a road-show in Kidlington in a prominent location at the end of April.

The representatives responded to questions, which included whether there was any danger of losing the project if the recovery centre was sited at the Grain Silo site and the confirmation that although the company preferred it not to happen they would work around it.

It was identified that the railway companies had powers of compulsory purchase if they needed but they would prefer negotiations.

The company could not understand why the developers of the proposed Weston Otmoor were proposing a new station to be located half a mile away at Peartree.  Water Eaton had been chosen as a better location and with a better bus service.  The proposed frequency of service by the Weston Otmoor developers was too much for the line.  

Carl Smith representing Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council said that the Park & Ride bus service was used for Oxford only.  The Parish had suggested a service for buses back to Kidlington and it was hoped that this project might be able to facilitate it.

Mr Smith suggested that the existing car park might not be large enough and it was confirmed that Chiltern Railway were talking to the County Council and would be carrying out modelling for the service.  It was hoped that more people would be attracted to the station by bus because of the good service.  It was thought that some was usage 
of the station to go into Oxford would be those using the existing bus service.
Gosford & Water Eaton Parish was also worried about increased traffic on the C43.

There may have to be an increase in the size of the car park depending on the modelling.
Carl Smith also commented that a new platform was being erected at the Milton Keynes station and wondered if this was for the east / west rail link.  It was explained that these were two different schemes but that were linked.  The East / West Rail consortium was complimenting the Chiltern Railways plan and going through information studies currently having cleared vegetation along the line.  Carl Smith also thought that the unloading of stones in this area was not conducive to use by a passenger service.

Dave Green representing Hampton Poyle was also worried about the car parking capacity and was sure that the company would have to expand the site.  He had not wanted the park & ride site originally but now thought that the increased use would its expansion.
Cllr Betts asked whether the consultation would pick up these questions and it was confirmed that the company was looking for detail to put into the brochure and that the consultation would include road access.  It was expected that three options for access would be sited but that the final scheme might be a mix and match between them.

Cllr Robins thought that the name should include Kidlington, as this would be more easily recognisable to non-locals.

Mr Horsman was thanked for the presentation and left the meeting at 7.50pm.

53.               Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Finance (Precept) Committee held on 22nd January 2009 were agreed and signed as a true record.

54.  Matters Arising from the meeting of Policy & Finance Committee held 
on 22nd January
i) One Stop Shop (Minute 35(i))

It was reported that a recommendation was to be considered by Cherwell District Council Executive on 2nd March for the project to go ahead in partnership with Kidlington Parish Council.

It was noted that the capital cost had been deferred until 2010.

ii) Flood Assessment (Minute 50(iii)

Cllr Betts confirmed that he and Carl Smith had finalised the report, which had been despatched to the relevant authorities.

It was reported that the Chief Engineer of Cherwell District Council – Tony Brummell – was suggesting a stakeholder meeting.

iii) Catering (Minute 50 (iv))

It was noted that Sue Burns and Joanne Pollard had now replaced Mary Sawyer and Terrena Maskell respectively.  Clients had reported that they were very happy with the buffets provided.

iv) Fireworks (Minute 50 (vi))

It was noted that the entertainments group had met the previous Monday and had considered the possibility of the rugby club providing a BBQ but this had been rejected on the grounds that Garden City Boys Football Club had been doing the BBQ for a number of years starting from a time when the Rugby Club had not been interested.  The Football Club was now reliant on the funds raised.  

However, alternative options were being suggested for the inclusion of the Rugby Club with a possibility of a fee being paid.  However, there was some concern about paying the rugby club in the regard that this would be an additional grant already being provided to the subsidising of the Stratfield Brake facility.

The letter to the Rugby Club would be non-specific but would suggest that there maybe areas where funds could be raised.

55. Exeter Close (Minute 51)

Cllr Chris Pack reported that subsequent to the suggestion that concentration should be on the civic square / garden rather than the fencing at the front of the site, had determined that by providing a soft landscaped area rather than the hard landscaping originally conceived for a civic square, that would be a reduction in costs that could go towards the railings.

It had also been confirmed within the previous couple of days that money that identified for the cinema which was no longer practical could be used to improve the external approach area.

Tenders had been received for the cycleway and the successful contractor David Beecroft had come in below budget.  The Open Spaces sub-group had now confirmed that there were sufficient funds for a soft landscaped civic square, a civic garden, a cycle route and railings.

56. Housing

The Shelter representative who had been due to attend the meeting had not arrived.

Cllr Hornsby-Smith reported that they had been invited because Shelter had requested the Weston Front to support Bicester Northwest Eco Town proposal.
He had wanted them to visit the Parish Council to learn that Kidlington had plans of its own and wanted to benefit from some new build.  The intention had been to tie in with the Cherwell District Council consultation timetable..

Now that the deadline for the consultation had passed the relevance of Shelter attending a future meeting had gone.

Cllr Pack asked if anyone knew what the provision was within Kidlington for affordable housing.  He had spoken to the Housing Officers at the District Council on behalf of a resident and been told that there was no affordable housing in Kidlington.  The officer had thought that Kidlington was part of Oxford City.

It was known that the proposals for building at Yarnton were only concluding 30% affordable which was below the government recommendations.

57. Signing of Documents

Cllr Rae declared an interest and left the meeting.  Cllr Pack took the chair.
i) Kaleidoscope Centre
Cllrs Chris Pack and David Betts signed the new lease for the centre witnessed by 
the Clerk.

Cllr Rae returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair.

ii) The Scottish Energy – Cables across Yarnton Road

Cllr Rae signed the agreement for deed of grant in respect of underground electric cables beneath land at Yarnton Road recreation ground on behalf of the Parish Council

      58.

Grant Applications
      i)
     Gosford All Blacks
The committee had received an application from Gosford All Blacks Rugby Club on    behalf of the Rugby Club and the Running & Athletics Club for a spray marker to be used at Stratfield Brake.

The Committee understood the background for the application and the recommendation that because Stratfield Brake had no funds to accommodate a request that an application be put through the Parish Council.

RESOLVED to award £150 towards the purchase of a spray marker.


       ii)

Rotary Club – North Oxford

The committee received a request by the Rotary Club for grant for the hiring of Exeter Hall for a fund raising event (Auction of Promises) on 3rd April 2009.

It was understood that the Rotary Club was a very laudable organisation, which supported many charities.

The committee considered the principal for concessionary hire of the Exeter Hall facility and AGREED that this did amount to a grant in kind and it was proper that any application for discount should be considered by the Policy Committee under its grant fund allocation.

However, the grant process was specifically for Kidlington based organisations and it was felt that the direct recipient of the benefit on this occasion, was the charities, which the Rotary Club would support, by the funds raised.  On these grounds it was felt that this application could not be considered as specific to Kidlington and therefore was declined.

iii)
            Kidlington Climate Exchange

The question was raised in accordance with the decision made about the Rotary Club in relation to a recent application which had been declined by the Community Committee for free hire of the hall by the Climate Exchange group.  To be consistent with the principal that such applications should be via the grant scheme the Climate Exchange group should be directed to complete a form for consideration.  It was RECOMMENDED that the application be considered at the next Council meeting on 2nd April 2009 to ensure minimal delay.  

The committee was also asked on the same basis to determine a policy with regard to cancellations due to weather conditions.  It was noted that the snowfalls of 3 weeks earlier had prompted a number of cancellations at the council’s venue.  This had been followed by requests for no-charge.

The committee was concerned that commercial organisations should anticipate the possibility of cancellation for various reasons and it was felt that the booking form should reflect the fact that the Council advised that there be insurances taken out as protection against cancellation due to external forces.  
It was also noted that the building was not closed and that some functions had taken place as planned.

59.              Environmental Policy
The Committee understood that as part of the application on behalf of the Exeter Close works 
to the Trust for the Oxfordshire and Environment (TOE) there had been a request relating to a Council Environmental Policy.
The Committee was asked to consider the production of a policy and  Environmental Policy of the County Council, (had been circulated for guidance).
The Committee considered that the Parish Council should adopt a policy along the lines of the County Council Policy,  and in particular clauses to follow environmental best practice (where viable) in all its activities and buildings ; to use energy, water and other natural resources efficiently and economically ; to discourage waste and to promote waste reduction in re-use and recycling by identifying ways to do so ; to conserve the countryside and access to it ; and to fulfil its legal obligations including the enforcing of  regulations affecting the environment ; and to work with other national organisations to promote sustainable development.

60.
    Finance

The Committee had been circulated with a detailed income and expenditure report to the 1st February 2009.

The Chair tabled an updated expenditure report to the 24th February 2009.

This showed a number of items that might have been questioned had now been resolved, such as payroll expenses, were now 72/3% of the budget instead of what was shown in the original budget.  This was due to the fact that Stuart Wilbur of RBS had been in the office earlier in the week, and had now almost completed the input of data for the financial year.

The Committee felt that the report was much easier to understand and looked forward to when the RBS system was in complete control of the Council’s finances.

Chair.
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