Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee
Held on 7th June 2007 at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington.


Present:


Cllr D Rae (Chair)






Cllr D Betts






Cllr S Bird






Cllr A Graham






Cllr A Hornsby Smith

Also present:
County and District Cllr Maurice Billington and District Cllr Neil Prestidge

Apologies:
Apologies for absence received from Cllr D Atsoparthis and Cllr C Pack.

Declaration of Interest:

Cllr Betts declared a personal interest in the Local Development Framework Site Allocations item as one of the sites was behind his house.  However, at this stage he felt that the interest would not be classified as prejudicial.

1. Thames Water

The Parish Council had received a request from Thames Water informing it that they had selected a route for a new pipeline and locations for new valve and access chambers.  Thames Water were explaining that replacement of part of the existing chamber was necessary as it had a history of bursts.  Improvements would be made to the existing chambers and accessories on the remaining section of pipeline.
The Chair welcomed Mr Gingell and Mr Myers who explained that they were aware of another scheme for Kidlington that may be in the early stages as part of a alleviation scheme and which would be an upgrade to the pumping station.

Members were unaware of this project and it was clarified that the foul water and sewerage from the Dog pumping station travelled under the A44 across to the Cassington sewage works.

The project under discussion related to the replacement of the rising main and the need for an access chamber within the Spruce Road grass area.  Some of the construction work would intrude on Parish Council land.
It would require shutting down the pumping station and draining back the water flows.  There would be large pumping tankers over a couple of days that would circulate through the area.  There was an assurance that the tankers waiting to come onto the site would be kept elsewhere because the surrounding road network was unsuitable for this kind of traffic.  An assurance was given that work would not be carried out outside normal working hours (being 7am – 7pm).
It was essential that the residents were fully informed, particularly being the elderly residents’ area.

There was another access chamber required near to the Yarnton Road bridge and an assurance given that there would be minimal disruption at this site and that tankers would not be required, though some heavy plant would be brought onto the area.

Consideration could be given to use of the Park and Ride site for waiting tankers.

The process would take approximately 3 weeks to start during August.  Letters would be sent to those living near the pumping station and Charter Housing would be contacted direct to make sure that tenants were fully aware.  Some door knocking would be done and it was stressed that this was an essential requirement and must be done at an early enough stage citing recent problems in The Moors when notification was sent out too late.
Mr Gingell promised that the Clerk would be given a copy of the consultation letter prior to its despatch and notified when it was to be circulated.
The deadline for the Kidlington News was given and it was agreed that a letter would be drafted to post on the Parish Council website and that this would be regularly updated.
Mr Gingell and Mr Myers were thanked for their attention.

Public Participation

Cllr Billington explained that he had met with Tony Brummell relating to flooding problems experienced in Cherry Close and the possibility of an improvement to the pumping station facilities in that area.  He confirmed that this was a very early stage discussion and that it had caused some confusion relating to the work to the rising main.
Cllr Betts was concerned that a second project may be starting within the area shortly and thought that the Council could ask for a co-ordination of projects.

Cllr Billington was also asked for a comprehensive report on County Council activities as it was e felt that there was a lack of general communication from the County generally.

Issues of concern to the Parish Council were related to Thornbury House and Cllr Graham was to forward an e-mail to Cllr Billington with his concerns which he hoped would be the subject of a report.

Cllr Hornsby Smith also stated that he would appreciate assistance by County Cllr Billington relating to the missing hump within Morton Avenue.

Cllr Billington agreed that a report would be submitted to the forthcoming Council meeting on 21st June.

2. Minutes:

a) Minutes of the Policy Committee held on 12th April 2007

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Policy Committee held on 12th April 2007 required some amendment and were deferred to the Council Meeting on 21st June.

b) Minutes of the Finance Committee held on 15th February 2007

The Minutes of the Finance Committee held on 15th February 2007 were agreed and signed as a true record.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes:

i) Chill Out Fund (Policy Minute 54(ii))

Cllr Hornsby Smith asked for an update on the Chill Out fund because he had received an assurance from Cherwell District Council when he was a District Councillor that monies would be secured.  It was explained that this was the case as well as monies from the Parish Council but unfortunately to date the County Council Youth Service had not been able to make a second appointment allowing the intended project of opening on a Friday to be secured.  It was also explained that although a Friday night Youth Club was an aspiration from the Council it had not been proven that the youngsters would attend.  The Youth Service was seeking to have outreach workers within the community on Fridays to prepare a way for a Friday night Youth Club/evening.

ii) Grundon Waste Management (Policy Committee 61(i))
It was confirmed that Grundon Waste had not indicated as yet what their plans were.  They would be attending the meeting on 21st June to outline their proposals.

4. Statement of Accounts 2006/7

The Finance Officer – Mr Les Reynolds – explained that the Committee had been circulated with papers which included the statement of accounts requiring signature by the Council prior to the end of June and also the supporting documents which followed the previous format.  He explained that the Council had been a band C Council requiring a statement of recommended practice (SORP) until the limit for such had been raised from £500, 000 to £1,000,000.

This meant that a summary statement of accounts was submitted for audit but that the Council formal account procedure remained unaudited on the previous SORP format.  He agreed that the statement in itself was not meaningful but explained that there was an accompanying questionnaire which was quite detailed.

Within the statement of accounts, in the annual governance section point number 5 related to managing internal controls.  Although the Council had progressed this item during the preceding year there remained some action plans to be introduced.  It was therefore felt that some qualification to point 5 reflecting this should be included.  It was confirmed that the action plans required “ownership” by members.
Cllr Hornsby Smith asked about the precautions with regard to Council finances and the Finance Officer confirmed that he backed up the accounts on a daily basis and that there were 2 back up disks removed from the office.

It was also suggested that a financial procedures manual should be completed as recommended by the Internal Auditor indicating in an emergency where such details could be found and all other relevant information.
The Finance Officer highlighted the fact that the general reserves at the end of 2006/7 were £163, 354 and asked that it be noted that this included the recently received Croxford Gardens commuted sum.

The Committee considered that the reserve figure was not excessive bearing in mind the projects that the Council were currently undertaking and planning.  The Committee looked through the income and expenditure details for the financial year to 31st March 2007 and noted that there had been a net surplus of £35, 131.  This included the £5, 000 grant payment for the spire which had been requested and paid only recently and needed to be accrued back into the account. 

 The Committee than considered the Committee income/expenditure items. 
a) Policy

It was noted there had been a significant increase in the amount of interest received partially due to the amount in reserve but also the Finance Officer was cautious about the amount budgeted for interest receipt.

Other areas highlighted were payroll including payments for project and healthcheck work.  Mr Carl Smith was retained on the Parish Council payroll to undertake engineering type projects such as car park improvements and the canal bridge and that payments to him for these services were included as were additional payments to Miss Nicky Marsh who had increased her hours to work on the healthcheck.
Professional fees were over budget mainly due to the Football Development cost and a large accrual that had been included for the healthcheck.  However, a recent invoice submitted by Mr Julian Owen for healthcheck services suggested that this was in need of revision downwards.

b) Environment and Amenities

It was noted that grant income from Cherwell District Council - towards play equipment at Ron Groves - at £10, 000 had been considerably higher than anticipated.  The wages and salaries figure was slightly low but possibly the apportionment of the time spent by office staff into the respective committee budgets may have been on the low side for Environment and Amenities.
c) Exeter Hall

The Committee noted that the bar had achieved its budget with a slight surplus.  Catering receipts were an increase on budget mainly due to the supply of catering to Stratfield Brake.  Hall income was also above budget.
The Finance Officer, however, asked that the Committee be mindful that income from these sources could decrease in the forthcoming year due to the relocation of some departments of Oxfordshire County Council to Unipart House which had its own conferencing facilities.  A substantial amount of hall hire at both Exeter Hall and Stratfield Brake was from Oxfordshire County Council.
The Finance Officer highlighted that sundry income had increased and explained that this was due to back rent paid from Cherwell District Council for the cash office.

Payroll expenses were higher but were reflected in the higher level of activity in the hall.

RESOLVED: to recommend that the statement of accounts as submitted to Council for signature with slight changes to the accrual for professional fees for the healthcheck and an increase in funding for Stratfield Brake.  There would also be a qualification on point 5 of the annual governance statement that the action plans from the internal control assessments require formulation.

5. Signing of Easement at Yarnton Road

It was resolved that the Chair of the Committee sign the easement for improved electricity supply cables across the Yarnton Road field. This was done.
6. Grants

The Committee received applications for grants for community activities and noted that £3, 500 had been allowed in the budget for this purpose.
i) Victim Support

The Committee agreed that this was of some relevance within the community.  It was inappropriate for a Parish Council grant.

ii) Kidlington News

The Committee noted that the reserves of the Kidlington Calendar/News were increasing year on year, and whilst there was no concern at the eligibility of the publication for grant support and the total commitment to its production held by the Parish Council, it was felt that the Council could revise its contribution reflecting the healthy balances of the account.
RESOLVED: to award a grant of £350 to the Kidlington News for the financial year 2007/8.

iii) Home School Link Worker

Cllr Rae as Parish Council representative on the Committee explained that funding had been stopped by the County Council after March 2008.  The outgoing headmaster of Gosford Hill School had asked for contributions from the partnership schools and it was noted the valuable service that was undertaken by the home school link worker.
One of the partnership schools were getting their funding together.  There was a request that the Parish Council make contribution. However, it was unclear how much funding would be of value at this stage and noted that the total requirement of £15, 000 was needed.
AGREED: to request a better breakdown of the funding requirements and what other funding applications had been submitted and to defer consideration of grant award to the next meeting.

7. Weight Restrictions

The Parish Council had received a letter from Oxfordshire County Council relating to weight restriction orders. The fact that 3 tonne restriction which existed on a number of the Kidlington roads had ceased to have effect as from 1st January 2005.

The County Council was replacing the 3 tonne orders with 7.5 tonne maximum gross weight (MGW) orders. Although the weight limit had increased it was considered that the roads to which the old order applied were still unsuitable for the passage of heavy goods vehicles, having regard for the existing character and their nature.  The County Council was therefore promoting a traffic regulation order of 7.5 tonne MGW and asking for obrservation.  The Clerk reported that she had been advised by the County Council that if the order was not changed to 7.5, an 18 tonne order would be present by default.  There appeared to have been no consultation and even the County Council had been faced with a fait accomplit.

The Committee accepted that there was nothing to be done but felt that the twists and turns of certain roads including Yarnton Road were really unsuitable for heavy vehicles and that a representation that the Council was unhappy with the changes should be made.  The Clerk was asked to investigate whether it was possible to retain the old signs stating 3 tonnes even if they were unenforceable.
8. Sainsbury’s Travel Plan

The Committee had been circulated with an e-mail from the Head of Development Control and Major Developments at Cherwell District Council that had been sent to Cllr Graham relating to the Sainsbury’s Travel Plan.  A final agreed version had recently been received by the District Council and a copy had been attached for the Committee’s perusal.

Cllr Graham explained that he had been in dialogue with the District Council Planners relating to the fact that it had been a condition of the extension to Sainsbury’s that a Green Travel plan was introduced and he had expressed his surprise that this had not been brought in immediately that the extension had been built.

The Committee thought there was merit within the plan which was fairly routine but there was concern that it was only for 5 years.  There were a number of specific issues to be raised and the Committee requested that the Travel Plan Administrator be invited to explain to the Council how enforcement was to be carried out.
9. Bicester and Central Oxford Site Allocation Development Plan Document

The Committee had been advised that the issues and options paper for the site allocations development plan document had just been released, identifying a number of potential sites within the Kidlington and Gosford area for discussion purposes only. 
Cllr Betts confirmed his declaration of a non-prejudicial interest in view of the fact that one site identified was to the north of The Moors.  However, because of the substantial area covered in the proposals which were only discussionary, he felt this was personal only and did not preclude him speaking on the principal.

An E-mail had also been received from a resident of Spindlers requesting a public meeting to explain the process.

Cllr Graham explained to the Committee how the new local development framework which consisted of a number of folders of documents for easy review was to be implemented with the heart of the LDF document being the core strategy.  All documents had to have a sustainable appraisal associated with them.

The District Council had already consulted on the site options on the North of the County and had now decided that the North and South should not be taken in isolation and that the documents relating to each should be merged.

It was stressed that the site options shown within the current consultation document were very general and at a very early stage and should not be taken as options or definitive.

It was clear that some discussion of land within the Green Belt was needed due to the University application submitted as part of the South East Consultation.

The importance of a Parish Council comment at this first stage was stressed. 

One of the changes on the old process of a Local Plan was that the Inspector’s Report was now binding on the Planning Authority.  However, if the strategy failed any of the nine tests of “soundness” the whole document would be thrown out.
The Chair asked at what stage the burial ground sites should be presented and it was noted that the two sites for discussion as a burial ground were included as possibilities for housing development.
The Committee had been advised by the Community Engagement Officer that  the Issues and Options paper currently under discussion included some sites submitted in response to the first site indication for the Bicester and Central Oxfordshire area.  As the document moved onwards, there would be an invitation for further sites to be consulted on prior to the publication of the “preferred” options paper.  This would provide the Parish Council with the opportunity to submit a burial ground site for consideration within the process.
It was anticipated that the final indication for additional sites would be at the end of 2007.  It would therefore be possible to submit a site for burial ground purposes up until the end of December 2007 although there was a request that the sooner a site could be submitted the more favourable it would be in terms of meeting the emphasis of the framework.

The Committee AGREED to appoint a small working group to consist of Cllrs Hornsby Smith and Rae with an invitation to Cllr Chris Pack who was not present at the meeting to join them.  The comments on the paper needed to be by the 14th of July and the working group required some direction from Full Council.  It was therefore suggested that a draft of topics for inclusion in the response be available for the Council meeting on 21st June to set a clear direction for the working group which would then report its findings at a later stage prior to the 14th July deadline.
10. Any Other Business

i) OALC General Meeting 

It was noted that the Annual General Meeting of the Association of Local Councils was to take place on Monday 11th June at Exeter Hall.
ii) NAGS (Neighbourhood Action Group)

The Chair reported that a launch for a Neighbourhood Action Group would take place at Exeter Hall on 27th June. 
Chair.
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