Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Kidlington Parish Council Held at Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington on Thursday 6th August 2009 starting at 7.00pm


      Present:-

Cllr D Betts (Chair)





Cllr A Graham





Cllr S Hepworth

Cllr A Hornsby-Smith

Cllr Chris Pack
Cllr Carole Pack






Cllr C Robins






Cllr M White
Also in attendance: 


Cllr J Bunn (Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council representative on Stratfield Brake Management Committee)


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs D Holloway, J Garlick, D Rae, 








and D Thompson.

Declaration of Interest: -
None.

23.       Minutes
RESOLVED to defer the signing of the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 25th June 2009 to the next ordinary meeting of the Council.
24.
Statement of Accounts 2008/9 
The Responsible Finance Officer referred back to her report to the Policy and Finance Committee meeting held on 18th June requesting that an application to defer the external audit be made. She reminded the Council that the External Auditor had responded that the regulations did not permit this and that in consequence the Council had at its meeting on 25th June resolved to sign the statement of accounts as presented to it prior to internal audit.
It had been agreed to present any changes to the statement following the internal audit to this extraordinary meeting.

She further explained that the perceived problems in relation to the requested deferral had related to keying issues that required amendment, but that the overall end of year figures had not been affected - which was why the statement had been signed.

The accounts for 2008/09 had now been fully examined by the internal auditor and the figures amended. She stated that the main differences related to accruals and explained that this referred to money accounted for in one financial year but which would not be paid out until the following financial year.

The Council had been circulated with the report of the internal auditor and with the officer’s own detailed explanation of the changes.
A question had been asked relating to the write off of bad debt provision at a total of £1,082 and the Council was advised that this related to 3 invoices – 2 from 2007 and 1 from 2005. With the exception of one that related to a donation to the 2007 Gala Day for a sum of £170 that was considered to have been issued only in support of the donation, the Council requested that a final attempt to secure the other payments be made prior to their final write off. It was agreed that this would not alter the figures in the revised statement of accounts.
The Council also noted that there was an outstanding reconciliation of amounts (£1,143) given as floats for catering purposes. This related to a past failure to reconcile the balances to the receipts received. The Council recognised that it did not equate to a loss of funds and agreed that this amount should be written off as far as the accounting process was concerned. 
The Council had been circulated with a report of explanation regarding the problems experience in the previous financial year along with comment on the internal audit letter.

RESOLVED that the changes to the statement of accounts for Kidlington Parish Council for 2008/09 be signed, and that the accompanying explanatory papers should be forwarded to the external auditor – BDO Stoy Hayward.

Stratfield Brake

The members of the Stratfield Brake Management Committee were asked to review the revisions to the statement of accounts for the facility for 2008/09. The detail would be reported to the next full management committee meeting in September.

The internal audit comments in the main mirrored those for Kidlington Parish Council.
The chair reported that there was an issue relating to the recharge between the Parish Council funds and those of the management committee which meant that it was likely that the costs of Stratfield Brake were higher than previously understood.

This would have to be reported to the Policy and Finance Committee at a later stage.

The main concern raised in relation to the internal audit report for Stratfield Brake was that it stated that insufficient papers were received to support the bar take.

It was noted that this had been a concern for some time and it had been hoped that there would be an improvement. It had been raised regularly at Stratfield Brake management committee meetings but it appeared that progress on the improvement was slow.

Representatives on the management committee felt that it represented some broader management issues relating to the facility and that these still needed to be addressed.

Cllr Bunn asked for thanks to be relayed to Cllr Rae for her work on the finances. He added that his observation was that the users of the Stratfield Brake facility did not appreciate the problems that existed in the control of the facilities. He recognised that there were concerns on the management but added that the councils had followed a management system that it could afford. He thought that changes to the management delivery could increase the costs.

It was suggested that the Council should review the management process - in collaboration with Gosford & Water Eaton Parish Council – but also that the issue of the receipts for the bar should be rectified as a matter of urgency.

The Council would be provided with detail on how the bar operation worked.

RESOLVED to sign the changes to the revisions to the statement of accounts for 2008/09

The meeting finished at 7.40pm.
Chair.
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